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doctrine, to infinuate it, in the moſt fa- 
miliar and engaging - manner, and ſomes = 
times i try the ingenuous attention and 
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docility of bis hearers.. No wonder, 
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2 SERMON XIII. 
therefore, that the deſign and meaning 
of his ſimilitudes were not always diſ- 
covetdble at the firſt glance, but that it 
{pmectimes required attention and reflec- 
2 Zundefftand and to apply them. 
Of this kind is the parable of the unjuſt 


93 > 
A. 35 * „ EE 


Dire was à certain rich man,” ſaith 
our Saviour, which had a fleward; and 

« the ſam? was ateufed une him that he 
n waſted bur goods” His fraud was 
timo appointed» for his -diſmifſion. In 
proſpect of ſhame and poverty before him, 
the man naturally turted his thoughts to 
deviſe ſome means of futute ſubſiſtence. 
Eid wei too delicate for lioneſt labour; 
and to afl alms' wus intolerable to his 
pride. He, therefore, determined on 2 
faebemie uited to his character and former 
e, an rie, ſaid he, 
ood | I ulat 
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| 3 
* whatito do, that mem I am put out of my 
« ftewardſhrp they may recerve me into their 
„ houſes. : So he called every. one ꝙᷓ ts 
45 rde debtors unto him He examined 
the accounts of what was reſpectively 
due from each: he | falſified theſe ac- 


counts: he contrived to abate a certain 
portion of each debt. The man who 
charged with no more than fifty: he 
who owed an hundred meaſures of heat, 
was made accountable but for fourſcore. 
Thus did he fraudulently, yet artfullyꝭ in- 
dulge the ſeveral debtors, that he might 
bind them to receivo and to ſupport him; 
when he ſhould be diſmiſſed from his 
mie trardihip - . un bor 
er wee, NOAA. ee Wor any 
Tas contrivance, I ſay, was fraudu- 
lent, but acutely deviſed, and well cal - 


however he condemned the iniquity of 
LD B 2 "od 
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K SERMON” II. 
ubuſo of truſt; and baſe attempt againſt 
ledgs: tho addrefs and policy of the tranſ- 
Gion. In this reſpeR, and in this only, 
#i u fad done uch. He pronounced 
kim, a though” unjuſt, yet provident; 
tliough falſe to his intereſts, yet atten» 
tive: to bia on. For by improving his 
preſtnt opportunities. with ſo much 
worldly wiſdom; he had ſecured a fup- 

port in the time of neceſſity. And in 
5 21 ds. ——— 


the 3 — and abi e 
% tie childrex of hight.” The vota- 

advantages, reah: or imaginarx, in this 
life; ars tnore: ſagacions, mbre attentive 
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n 28 gent 
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-+ Taro indeod u . ae Lo 
ren parable. For tho preſent, 


however, I ſhall confine myſelf to the 
general obſervation; which it muſt be 
2 to unn hag! maine 


n e e tn 5 8 lt ks 
Ws Th chin of tir rl | 
64 Ae, Ad asd we! re 
to convince us of this melancholy truth? 
For if the obſervation be not generally 
true, tat meaneth 1 


tion, thoſe ſchemes and contrivances, in 
Which vr ae all esgaged? The buly 
de end pantisgihserta, and labevring | 


reg | minds 
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s 8E R MON XIE 
minds of all around us? Whence is it, 
that ön this day, which God hath reſerved 
for his ſervice, the cares and concerns of 
life are not ſuſpended ; that men, en- 
gaged in active and buſy ſcenes, have 
forſaken our religious aſſemblies; that in 
the preſent hour of de votion they are 
purſuing their ungodly gain; that they 
Who appear in the houſe of the Lord are, 
too oſten, languid, cold and formal; 
that Worldly objects are at this moment 
predominant in the minds of many who 
hear me; and that this ropreſentation of 
their folly and depravity is received with 
1— and pleaſures of the world? 
Trend Ni e ae a r 0. 
Werz at his conduct made a 
ſubject of ſpeculation to ſome being of 
another order, theonſcious and unin- 
what wonderful things God had done 
for the children of men, and what” 4 
bim glorious 


SER MON XIII + 
glorious and animatinig proſpect he had 
opened to their view ;- he might naturally 
conclude, that a creature of our advan- 
tages and endowments, eould not be 


diverted for a moment from his eternal 


intereſts, by the trivial, and periſhable 
allurements of this fleeting period. But 
theſe allurements, however trivial and 
periſhable, correſpond with: our propen- 
ſities, captivate our ſenſes and imagina- 
tions, conciliate- our affections and en- 
flave- our paſſions. They are not vc- 


moved to an obſcure diſtance; or vitwed 
dimly through the veil of . faturity- | 
They do not require the ſtrong and ſteady: 
eye of faith to pierce through the cloud 


that reſts upon them. They are preſent 
with us; they obtrude them ſelves upon us; 
they court, they latter, ihey intoxicate.; 


they enilave both the underſtanding and! = 


the; heart: A dazaled fancy and a per- 
verted judgment ſtamp an unreaſonable 


value on them; and thus they are pur 
E ; ſued 
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S En M 0 N XIII 
. with -unremitting ardour. Whe⸗ 
ever worldly: allurement hath engaged 
3 dur 'affeQions, we fix Hicadily and ims - 
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3 eur lives are made ſubſervient to it. Ny 


cis declined ; no ſelf-denial thoughe 
y too nen: we ſubmit to anxious 

thoughts, waftitig cares, harrafſing per- 
* ſlaves. Autre a oak rein : 12 & 3 by 
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- Taz man who purchaſes. ſubſiſtence 
hy his daily labour, is tempted to regard 

benlch, vigour, choarfulnoſs, few wants, 

|..." *pmccful-courſs.of lifs-as of ſmall va- | 

lue'; ringer What be n 2 
ft op, co 5 | moſt 
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400 grateful: acknowledgment of God's 
_ goodneſs,” would he! rejoice in his ſupes 
riority;, were: he to know the corroding 
anxieties of the covttous, the vexations 
af the ambitious the toils and ſeverities 
experienced in the ꝑurſuit of pleaſure, 
the diſguſt and wearineſs of diſſipation, 
or the intolerable: burden of indolence 
and idleneſs. For let not the inerpe ; 
world is not painful, or that its rewards 
are certain and ſatis factory! No; my 


of this world is diſplayed, not in the 
choice of their objecia, not in the cafineſs 
and certainty of obtaining them, but in 
the addreſs, attention; and diligence: of 
their purſuit. Their hopes are frequently 


brethren } The wiſdom of the children 


eluded, their days waſted in froitleſs er- 


rious progreſs ſhould at length be attended 
with ſome degree of. ſucceſs; they are 
mortified by finding things ſo. hardly pur» 
bly chaſed, 


10 8 ERMON XII. 
chaſed; ſo! deccitful and diſſatisfying in 
the enjoyment. Vet ſuch piercing con- 
victiom doth not abate the ardour of their 
purſuits They ſtill proceed; Riill diſ- 
appointed, yet ſtill hoping; —— 
fied;: wrong r fromaroinogs 


Irre 
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5 Non is dec e of bud 
conſequence, /'or men engaged in the 
greateſt and more important concerns of 
life, that we ſer ſchemes artfully deviſed, 
and putſued with vigour and perſeve- 
rance. Look to the lower orders of 
mankind, and ſee with what addreſs and 
aſſiduity they proſecute their little into- 
reſts: ho they riſe early and are ſo late 
to take reſt; how they wind through the 
rive at their favourite object. The policy 
and aſſiduity are the ſame, whatever be 
the point in view. And however the 
man of low condition may conceal his 


eee the appearance of untu- 
11 tored 


S ER MON XIII. 1 
tored fimpheity, he hath che fame fore- 
ſight and ſagacity, and attention, in the 
purſuit of his inferior intereſts, and is as 
induſtrious in promoting them, as the 
moſt exalted of his ſuperiours in all their 
k 1 and concerns. 2b 07 


53 ea fever ed 4 Hf 


deb 2 r courſe sf 
worldly purſuits | with the ordinary pro- 
cedure of à child of light; of that man, 
I mean, who profeſſes an attention to 
the duties of his votation; and the inte- 
reſts of eternity. He believes that he 
was not made for the worldly enjoy- 
ments of a few days; that he is 2 
ſtränger änd pilgtim upon earth; that 
his abiding place is in the manſions of 
glory and felieity ; and through the gleem 
of mortality he affects to look forw¾ard 


to the tecompenee of reward. His ob- 


ject is thus wiſely choſen. But in the 
purſuit of this object it is, that a m- 
| Pariſon With the child” of this world 
| Ine? ſhould 


Nr t T t 204 4247 
Bor n 0 ſaid, er ris 
againſt general corruption is eaſy; and « 
to declaim againſt the weakneſs and per- 
verſions of the man who proſeſſes to be 
mligions, js but en endleſs repetition) of 
E the vſual and formal language of 'this 
; place. Let that man then examine his 
"conſcience ;; let him liſten to that faith+ 
ful witneſs, which at this moment tet · 
 Sealous/in his purſuit. | Let bim gaſt a 
ſudden glance of thought over his paſt 
courſe of life. Let him commune with 
dia own heart, zand his own heart will 
oni him, With piercing oonviction. 

el the truths now delivered. However 
bonn have reſolved, temptatians)cably, 


due dim from! the: path of: en 
3 ” doc 5 | ; what 
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what 3 not ſuffer to ſeduce himz 
ſor a moment, from his worldly gain; 
tutns him away from the intereſts of 
eternal ſal vation. Inſtead of purchaſing 
. the pearl of great price, inſtead of ſacri - 
ſicing every temporary gratification to tho 
attainment of it, he ſnhudders at the ap- 


pleads his weakneſs and frailty, at the 


refigns::himſelf to the divine mereies, 
when he is unworthy of theſe mercies; 
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world, and the ſervice of God. "He 
very time when he betrays thoſe ſuccours 
which God bath vouchſafed to him; be 


for he is not careful to perform the con- 
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a+ "SERMON Xn. 
ranted; yet may indulge: the flattering 
perſuaſion, that they are not entirely 
applicable to themſelves. But God 
knows (for he knows all our ſecret cor- 
ruptions) that many even of the | leſs 
depraved among us, muſt tremble, when 
we. conſider, that the goſpel requires an 
active, uniform and conſtant obedience; 
and when we recollect the courſe in 
which the days of our years have paſſed: ä 
in tranſgreſſion and contrition; in reſo- 
forgotten, again recalled, and again vio- 
lated : in a piercing ſenſe of our unwor- 
thineſa, miſtaken for effectual repentance, 
in faint-reſiſtance to temptation, in ſlight 
tions, in hopes founded on imperfect 
amendment, or on ſome future period of 
entire reformation: or, - perhaps, in dan- 
gerdus | ſelf-flattery, in labouring to per- 
ſuade ourſelves that the offences we com- 


mit are not . grievous; that we 
Won: | have 
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have not proceeded to the vileſt enor- 
mities, that we are not the worſt and 
wickedeſt of the corrupted. creatures that 
ſurround us; that we have held faſt the 
profeſſion of our faith, though in too 
many inſtances we have reſiſted its in- 
fluence: that we do not deny the au- 
thority of God's law, though we have 
not been duly obedient to its authority; 
that we have not blaſphemed, though 
we have not duly reverenced his. holy 
name. And is it thus we run the 
race that is jet before us? And is this 
the reaſonable ſervice which our Chriſtian 
COVEnagiRt ON [-n: Gag ve 
77 5 3 | — Ir 1 

Ir is not then ſufficient to ana 

wit that difference of. zeal, and 


aſſiduity with which the intereſts of this 
world and thoſe of eternity are too fre- 


quently purſued. Nor is it ſufficient that 
we acknowledge the general obſervation 
of the text, coldly, or perhaps with, ſome 
oÞ ſlight * 


7 
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flight axpreſlion of | remorſe: an ſolf4 | 
condemnation; / We are to - revolve ity 


to apply it to our own hearts, and 


the regulation 0 f on conduct. 
80 N be Bs 2 
word. unt 0b A dd: 
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eee ende fleeting. 
und precarious, 'difficult to be obtained; 
and diſappointing in the enjoyment; 


Yet we are not called to renounce: them 
nttcrly ; or to · waſte our lives in uſeleſs 
concerns of life. ' I may find occaſion-to 


Preſent advantages. Jut ſurely it muſt 
be doomed true wiſdom,” to purſue them | 
only with an dite proportioned to 
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S ER MON XIII. + 
To ſeek them with fincerity and dilige riet 
is to ſecure them; and their value paffeth 
man's underſtanding. Surely, then, it is 
infatuation of the groſſeſt and moſt tre- 
mendous kind, not to make them the 
firſt great object of our ſolicitude . For, 
who is the wiſe, and who the man of 
an under fearing iert 7” Not the mi⸗ 
ſerably defuded creature, who proportions 
the ardour of his purfuit to the meanneſs 
and precariouſneſs of the object: but he 
who fixes ſteadily on the moſt valuable 
and ennobled objett;” who 4s not diverted | 
or efiticed from it, but defpiſes every vairi 


allurement that would turn him from the 


end of all his labour: who purſues it 
with uniform unabated ardour? who 
2 fo" mum Yhat tit" nity! obtain,” who 
« fight eth nt as one that Brateth bir ary i 
but 4 f u for” PHE" ery, il kee. 
© vate in all things” knowing the imcf- 
n nm 
M "YOu" ras ad "that 
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that. no: preſent indulgence is 
Le AI _— 
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: een will "oven their natural 
a0 proper influence, if timely and duly 
entertained; perpetually recalled. and re- 
volyeds, and eſpegially,in that happy Pe- 
men hen the heart is not yet utterly 
corrupted by worldly intercourſe; before 
von have experienced. the ſlavery of vi- 
tions habit, and; the miſery of deſires 
ee, de, eee, ee your 
en and affagions. be; conformed. to 
the warld, debaſed and contracted to the 
"Hans ws JW 
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warty 
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85 — — Lam infirm and frail; 
tempted and diſtraded: I have not power 
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the worldly- minded, and learn of them. 
They have power to proſetute their fa - 
vourite purpoſes through every obſtacle: 
they can ſubdue their paſſions, reform 
their habit, reſiſt temptation, endure, 
contend, firmly, patiently, boldly, from 
the precarious hope of ſome ſuppoſed 

advantage: they ate not diſheartened by 
toil; they are not terrified by oppoſition: 
And ſhall he be diſheartened by toil, 
who hath an immortal crown: of glory 
to animate his efforts? And ſhall he be 
diſcouraged by oppoſition, who hath the 
wane of the 3 to ſupport 
him; Sind : bated Bus 53 
ar irngeo S!ma3gleb I&0) © baoub 
Us the ſame diligence: in the paſte 
of eternal happineſs," which is daily em- 
ployed in the purfoits of this world: 
In the one caſe you cannot be diſap- 
pointed; in the other you cannot be 
ſatisfied. Exert but a part. of thoſe 
endeavours i in the ſervice of God which 
9 C 2 . 
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the ſlavery of ſin requires, and he will 
accept it. For his ſervice is reaſon- 
flavery of ſin is unprofitable and griev- 
| ous. For aſter all the toils and an- 

xictics of the children of this world, the 
rewards of folly are anguiſ and diſ- 
jo 1 and . the er een 2a 
i Ree edit t 
3 au. - whom you 
«will ferne. Make the momentous 
choice, while your judgment is unper- 
verted, and your hearts not yet dark - 
ened and debaſed: before ye are re- 
duced to that deſperate captivity, in 
which ye cannot chooſe; 76 cannot 
obey the dictates of reaſon and con- 
ſcience ::but are driven blindly forward 
in the way, which ye tetain ſenſe to 
de eee eee ee 
to forſake. n Hurt N botith ft 
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SERMON XIII. 3 
Any may the gracious aſſiſting Spi- 
rit enliven our imperfect endeayours ! 
« Lift up the hands which hang 4. 
« and the feeble knees!” That we may 
know, and ſee, and purſue the real 
happineſs of creatures formed in the 
image of God, and redeemed by his 
precious mercy, through our Lord and 
Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus! 
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On _ Parable of "_ ary trons, 
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4 U Jo unto gon male ro yourſelver 
Friend. of. the manmon of | tnrighteouſ- 
ue that hen ye ſuil, they, m re- 
A" nme 
eee enen een ee een 
FORMER Livntovis.oadefien: — 
— of the unjuſt Reward; 
and to enlarge om the generab»obſeryz- 
tion which! our Lotd deduoes from the 
craft, and worldiy policy, and foreſight 
ſhewn by this diſhoneſt ſervant; that 
tlie cluldren of this world are in 
0 i their 


24 SERMON XIV. 
« of light,” 
N AA 0 
Ove divine teacher proceeds yet far- 
ther, aud deduces from his .narrative a 
precept of the utmoſt moment. And 
« T1 unto q -b ay of application 
of this parable, I earneſtly exhort you 
« make to yourſelves friend? of the mammon 
wh 2 mths = or as it is called in 
the eleveuth verſt, re unrighteour 
« mnammor.” By this phraſe we are to 
underfland the vain and tranſitory poſ- 
ſeſſions of this life. For the words are 
theſe : J/,- therefore, ye have” not been 
« faithful in the unrighteous mammon, w 
& will commit lo your-trift the trus fiche 2' 
We fee; then, that ther purer ig tents 
„% mammon, or the mammon of unryghtes 
ogg, is oppoſed, not to riches 
fairly aui juſtly acquired, hut to thoſo 
V2 hc ene ee yd. await 
«<tr ͤ en e eee e 
- ny | Or 
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Or this vain and tranſient mammon, 
then, we are to © male ourſelves friends.” 
The expreſſion alludes to the foregoing 
parable, in which the unjuſt ſteward is 
repreſented as taking advantage of his 
Its general meaning is evidently this, 
we are to employ the things poſſeſſed in 
this life ſo wiſely. as to make them ſub- 
ſervient to our real and eternal intereſts. 
And as the word Mammon, or riches, 
may be conſidered as a term comprehend- 
ing all the advantages we 1 
whether wealth, ſtation, power; nurture, 
knowledge, any endowment, or any ta- 
lent entruſted to us, the force and import 
of thei text may with ſufficient clearneſs 
be thus expteſſed : Ve ſee the atten- 
tion and diligence of the worldly- 
minded. Employ the ſame attention 
and diligence in the ſervice of God, 
and che work of Your falvation The 
I giver of every good gift hath diſtri- 
9111 a * buted 


6% SERMON Mv. 
I buted to each of you his portion of 
wWorldly advantages. They are en- 
+. truſted} for gracious purpoſes. Be ye, 
therefore, faithful to the truſt repoſed 
in you. Apply them, ſo as to give 
real value to theſe tranſient poſſeſſions. 
Let them be the means of fulfilling 
your reſpective duties, and thus ap- 
proving yourſelves to God: That when 
this world and its enjoyments ſhall 
© have paſſed away, ye may be received 
mortality, there to enjoy that real 
N incorruptible treaſure vrhich ſhall re- 
ard the good and faithſul ſervant - 
ogni Pers 4 1 1 2085 DA 1n9! 
Ann ibe import and connection of 
the text being thins explained, it 3 be 

m precent purfeſe to enlarge upon the 
doArine contained in it. re . 
BF r off it nomic bus it 
deckiting, with: particular force, againſt 
nd the 
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the' vanity and danger of worldly poſſef 
fions: | Our Lord pronounces it, not in- 
deod impoſſible; but in the utmoſt degree 
difficult, for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven; and this from 
the power of riches to captivate the 
heart, and the firength of temptation to 
which the poſſeſſor is expoſed. He de- 
nounces a woe againſt the rich; but it 
is denounced againſt thoſe who ſet their 
hearts on riches; and confine their deſires 
and affrctions to worldly enjoyments. 
He alſo denounces a woe againſt the 
popular and celebrated. Ide unto you, 
« when, all men fall ſpeak welt , you!" 
But the woe belongs to thoſe: who ac- 
quite their fame and popularity' by ini- 
quitous means For we are not called 
to diveſt ourſebves of every thing valu- 
able in this life; in order to ſecure the 
happineſs of another. The Chriſtian, in 
his ſtate of | previous diſcipline, is to 
| N out his final ſalvation with dili- 


212 gence 


23 SERMON XIV. 
gence and activity, ſuited to his preſent 
condition, and enlivened by his future 
hopes. He is not to retire from all the 
concerns of this world, as if bencath his 
regard. No; nor is he bound by the 
rule of Chriſtian meekneſs, to lie down 
in abject ſubmiſſion and indifference to 
all events to crouch under the iron rod 
of the oppreſſor, or to preſent his throat 
to the tyrant or aſſaſſin. Nature, reaſon 
and religion all reclaim againſt ſuch in- 
jurious ſuggeſtions. He is called to the 
defence of himſelf and all around him. 
The Goſpel commands that he be diligent 
in his worldly buſineſs, that he provide 
for his own houſnold, that he be kind 
and compaſſionate, willing to diſtribute, 
glad to communicate, attentive to the 
duties ariſing from his ſeveral relations of 
and citizen. And however he be warned 
againſt inordinate anxiety; for the things 
of this world, the portion of' ſcripture 
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now before us plainly intimates that 
they may be ſo wiſely: and ſo happily 
applied, as to become the means of ap- 
proving ourſelves to God, and ſecuring 
our eternal happineſs. We are, therefore, 
not permitted only, but bound to pur- 
ſue them with a reaſonable and moderate 
attention. | 


Bur, alas! there is little need to re- 
commend the purſuit of worldly advan- 
tages. They are but too captivating 3 
we are but too apt to rate them at an 
extravagant value. But if their true va- 
lue depends upon the uſe and application 
of them, it is of real moment to revolve 
the ſolemn admonition of the text, and 
to impreſs our minds deeply with the 
reaſonableneſs and — * our 
| ere as 
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the heart of man: naturally and forcibly 
ſuggeſted by our preſent ſituation, by all 
that we feel within, and all that we ob- 
ſerve around us. Even in our future 
ſtate of conſummate happineſs, we are 
not warranted either by reaſon or ſcrip- 
ture to concei ve that this happineſs will 
conſiſt merely in the contemplation even 
of the moſt auguſt and glorious objects. 
The moſt exalted orders of creation are 
deſcribed, active as flame, vehement as 
winds, to execute the will of the great 
father of ſpirits, and to adminiſter to 
their fellow- creatures, in the rapture of 
heavenly love. In this preſent life, 
they whom ſuperſtition hath driven from 
mankind, and who affect to; dedicate 
their whole lives to meditation and de- 
votion, ſoon feel the pangs and tortures 
of an unnatural ſituation. For here we 
are evidently formed for ſocial inter- 
mp mutually connected and endeared 
to- our” fellow creatures; engaged in 2 


variety 
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variety of active duties; and bound to 
« work the work of him that ſent” us into 
this world, by an affectionate attention 
to thoſe, immediately entruſted | to our 
care, by rendering to every man his due, 
buy being kindly affectioned one towards 
another. We are directed and impelled 
to theſe good purpoſes from win. n 
exquiſite and laſting pos 'we now 
enjoy ariſes. from the ſucceſsful/indul- 
gence of our benevolent affections, from 
thoſe. exertions which promote the hap- 
pineſs of others So that nature as well 
as religion teacheth us to make to aur- 
« ſelves, friends” of all the advantages we 
polleſs; whatever they may be, or what- 
ever, the proportion vouchſafed to us: 
to make them ſubſervient to our; teal 
happineſs, by applying them, as God 
bath appointed, to the duties of ſocial 
and benevolent creatures, bound each to 


the other hy the went and 
| 8 dsb A thu the 
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the endearing relations created by our 


Ast the man who labours for riches, for 
honour, power, diſtinQion, or any ſuch 
worldly object, what is the end and pur- 
poſe of his ſolicitude : why he riſeth 
early, and is ſo late to take reſt, har- 
raſſed, and diſtracted, worn down with 
oils, and cares, and fears, and jealou- 
fies. Would he anſwer, that it is to 
ſatisfy his own ſenſuality, to indulge his 
pride, to gratify his revenge or "malice ? 
God forbid that a monſter could be 
found; who without ' ſhame or ſenſe of 
decency ſhould avow ſuch odious pur- 
poſes! No! He tells you that he /©kbovrs 
io provide for a family, to do good to 
_ to diſtribute benefits ito friends 
and dependants, to relieve the” poor 
| deſtitute; and to make © the! widow'r 
ut to mg for joy.” Whatever may | 
ut or however he may 
5 
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deceive himſelf, theſe are the purpoſes he 
avows;"and by theſe'only doth"he-juſtify ö 
his putſuits. So that even the ſelfiſh 
and corrupt thus give” involuntaty:'tefti- 
mony to the true uſe and value of all 
worldly poſſeſſions. to ami. hetniaqqn id 
obe an ig ot ttabrib Ire wrt | 
Soros them applied to other NT 
poſes *' dedicated; for example," te ſeltiſm 
enjoyment, to voluptuous indolence, and 
to the” unbounded gratifleation of every 
luxurious deſire. The poſſeſſor ſbon 
feels the : hideous 'corſequentes: of bis 
abuſe of God's gifts. Even in the ful- 
neſs” of his delights, and the exultation 
of his blinded heart, he is odioeus and 
contemptible. He ſoon becomes languid, 
liſtleſs and diſſatisfied. He tortures his 


imagination to deviſe new ſchemes f 


gratifteation. They diſappoint him. He 
again ſeeks new reſources; and is again 
difappoitited. Hu "native vigour is de- 
nroyed i his mind darkened and debaſed. 
Ir "Vo. II. D Anguiſn 


34 SERMON MV. 
Anguiſn and vexation lurk within his 
boom, and poiſon his enjoyments. Infa- 
my embittera his remaining days, and 
—— ſinke him to 
his ae time of dilolution and is 
not deſperately driven to put an end to 
that exiſtence, which his vexations of ſpi- 
. 
"Vis Soso 200 ov. nnn ¹i¹,Dů 
Os let us. ſappole this poſſeGogs; de- 
oed do the clegayces of & more xefiged 
 Snrury;.40/ ſplendour and magrificcnce ; 
tho curious adornments of his habitation, 
the eultivating,' what in the language of 
the world are called, fine arts; the reliſb 
geree, and in ſome. eireumſtanees, repu- 
table. Let him refart to them, as an in- 
mentaus reflection, from care and occu- 
pation, m fatiguing exertions of any 
1 and it — — 
_ 1 demn 
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demn them. But when they engage him 
entirely, when they become the ſole ot 
leading object of his purſuits, they may 
for a while amuſe his ſenſes, or indulge 
bis vanity: but he | finds, too ſpeedily, 
that he hath waſted his good things on 
triſles ; for ſuch they prove, when fami- 
liarity ſtrips them of their value. He 
ſurveys his ſplendid bawbles with indif- 
ference, perhaps with diſguſt and diſ- 
content; and feels that ſcenes of ele- 
ſatisfying the heart: that his mind, per- 
Hhaps conſcious of guilt, or tortured and 
corroded' by irregular paſſions, has not 
always leiſure or compofore for ſuch en- 
tertainment. And ſhould he at any time 
be tormented-with the reflection, that the 
good things-entruſted to him have been, 
diverted from the momentous duties of 
his flation, 16 unworthy and unwarrant- 


able purpoſes, ſurely he ca nnot behold his 


Lavourite objects wich complacency. . He 
„„ + | muſt 
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81 the man of power arid 
conſequence, uſing his advantages for ; 
the indulgence of pride, or the purpoſes 
of oppreſſion or revenge. It is at once 
obvious, that the opportunities of grati- 
fying ſuch paſſions involve him in vex- 
ation, contention, miſery and contempt; 
malle him abhorred of man, and abomi- 
nable in ane 0 n Naga every 
N If eee to ts of 
vice or folly, they are at once changed 
into the bittereſt misfortunes, or, at beſt, 
2 rt bot of” 
205 804115 entibarneon: 237 mon ben$vib»- 
Tus are * be enden r 
I 1 |. Their i ” | 01 2 
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SER MON XIV. 37 
and their hopes elevated. They know 
not the real nature of thoſe advantages 
and diſtinctions to which they are aſpir- 

ing. They are captivated by the glitter- 
ing exteriour of thoſe around them. 
They flatter themſelves with extravagant 
expectations, from the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
advantages which they ſee enjoyed by 
others. They know not the vexations 
with which they are acquired; the in- 
difference and diſſatisfaction with which 
they are often times poſſeſſed. They 
ſhould, therefore, be timely warned againſt 
ſuch delufion. To them, and to all 
whoſe hearts are ſet upon the good things 
of life, we addreſs this momentous ex- 
|  Hortation:: Stamp a value upon all ye 

may acquire or poſſeſs, by uſing the 

things of this world as not abuſing 
« them. When pleaſure or vanity en- 
* tice: you, remember that your good 

things were not beſtowed for the pur- 
| BD {poſes of -pleaſure-or' vanity, Think on 

gem © the 
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the tremendous conſequences of miſ- 
applying and perverting tbem. When 
the heart · felt ſatisfaction ariſing from 
+: goodneſs and benevolence rewards tbe 
+ faithful diſcharge of your reſpective du+ 
ties, conſider this as a faint dawn and 
© promiſe of that glorious recompence of 
+ reward, reſerved for the good man, in 
, the "manſions" of perfect goodneſs, 
Keep your thoughts firmly fixed on 
this great object; and let all your pre · 
fernt poſſeſſions and purſuits be directed 
to the attainment of it. Thus, and 

* thus only, ſhall that portion 'of good 
things, which God hath entruſted for 
a few days, prove as Munante e Fir 
% navel, and marrow 10 the boned 3 the 

+ ſoprce of preſtut, and _— erage 
0 ture tt gen rer vr! 1 476 As 
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means of everlaſting ſalvation, what 
ſhall we do, from whom they are with- 
© held? Hath God forgotten to be gra- 
dious? Or hath he been leſs kind and 

cCcompaſſionate to us, than to our * 
E eee | 


—_ no means! e 
good providenee required, that this life 
ſhould be a ſtate of ſubordination and 
inequality. And though, for this end; he 
| hath diftributed the good things of life in 
different meaſures, as it pleaſed him, yet 
the real and intrinſic happineſs oven of 
this world is divided mote equally, than 
the attentive can peroei vo, or the repin- 
ing readily.allow. But, what is of uff. 
nitely greater moment, we ate all equally 
provided with the means of our proper 
and final happineſs, as creatures deſtinod 
to /irgmortality. For we are decepted, 
the number and greatneſs of our wotks, 

an but 
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but to our diligenee and fidelity, in im- 
proving the talents entruſted to us, what- 
ever proportion We haye received. Let 
not then the man of low condition mur- 
mur. Let: him rather rejoice: and be ex- 
ceeding glad: for his ſmall portion is 
managed with greater caſe ; and is in 
leſs danger of being miſapplied. There 
is no one ſo abject and deſolate, | but 
hath ſome opportunities of approving 
himſelf to God, by the performance of 
ſome; duties, and the exertions of ſome 
inſtances of loving kindneſs. And what 
goth the Lord require of him? To em- 
. brage theſe opportunities with ſincerity; 
to ac in his ſtation, how depreſſod ſoever, 
with integrity, and diligence, and reſig- 
Wien, e is his -glory ede joy. 
ou 947% ns 
which ſhall render them more acceptable 
ain his light, Who 19 n reßßecter of | 
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wd ... And 


SERMON MV. 46 
preſent. inheritance, whether we be in the 
purſuit or poſſeſſion of our good things, 
whether they have been abundantly or 
ſparingly entruſted to us, we are all com- 
manded, and all enabled, to work the 
paſſing ſwiftly; and the night cometh 
when no man can work; when every 
worldly enjoyment, and every fantaſtical 
object of our ſolicitude, and all that is 
great, and all that is valuable, and cap- 
tivating to the children of this world, 
ſhall vaniſh like the morning cloud; ut- 
terly forgotten, and done away ſor ever: 
and when every good work, and every 
faithful diſcharge of thoſe duties to which 
we were appointed, ſhall remain our in- 
eſtimable treaſure. When the account 
required ſhall not be, whether we have 
been rich or poor, great or lowly,” wiſe 
or ignorant; but, whether we have im- 
| d the opportunities of our ſeveral 
worldly 


. 
a, 


42 SERMON XIV. 
worldly conditions, to the glory of God, 
when the wretched ſla ve of this world 


mall be caſt into outward darkneſs; and 


the good and faithful ſervant, 'of what- 
ever ſtation or degree, ſhall be gloriouſſy 
diſtinguiſhed, and recei ved into everlaſt- 
ing habitations. Ui DN td 
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The Dangers ond dons of er Oni 
Warfare. 058 


Preached in Tzixirr Coils, * Az | 
1769, 7 


ErkzsfAxs, VI. part of verſe 13. 
— Tale unto you the vfole armour of 
Cod; that you may be able fe ond 
in the evil Day. 


5. W was addrefied o 
thoſe, who had lately been converted to 
the Goſpel, were now ſurrounded. with 
adverſaries induſtrious to ſubvert or cor- 


rupt their faith; already expoſed. to\trials 
and temptations; and, in the progreſs of 
their Chriſtian, warfare, ſtill to encounter 

| | more, 
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more, and thoſe harder and more afflict- 
ing. Far from concealing the dangers 
which awaited them, the Apoſtle diſplays 
and dwells on theſe as the moſt urgent 
motive to their employing with vigour 
and perſeverance the neceſſary means and 
ſufficient abilities furniſhed them by 


_ God's goodneſs for reſiſting and repelling 


thoſe dangers. While he repreſents the 
united powers of the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, as leagued together for 
their deftruQion, he aſſigns that as the 
reaſon” for their availing themſelves of 
their firength . i the Lord, and in tl 
puer of hit might points out their 
effeQual reſources, and ſends them to * 
conflict compleatiy armed in all 
graces oak virtues an 2 Chriſtian 1 
feſſion,” QoL”: 
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Wr are u freed from the "ER 
trials and perſecutions, to which thoſe 
| catly"eonverts o were expoſed. We have 
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more to fear from the wiles and inſinu- 
ations of the adverſary, than from his q 
open violence. We have already yielded 
to the allurements of the world. We 
need not be warned of their power, for 

we have experienced it. But, if we be 

not yet compleatly overthrown, the ex- | 
hortation of Saint Paul may ſtill deſerve 
our ſerious attention: and by reſuming 
thoſe ſuccours of reaſon and religion, 
which we have indeed betrayed, we may 
7 by God's grace, be enabled ns, 
eee 8 £5 as 6 un 
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would addreſs the exhortation of the 
text, in an eſpecial manner. I mean the 
younger and more inexperienced of thoſe 
who hear me. Many of theſe have not 
long ſince artived at a perſect knowlenige 
of that baptiſmal vow, by which they 
were tecei ved into the number of Chriſt's 
ſoldiets and ſervants. And if ſome may, 
An ry perhaps,” 


46 S E R MON xv. 
: perhaps, have already Jielded to the 
enemy, God forbid that any, at their 
early period; ſhould be totally ſubdued | 
The buſineſs of their preſent ſtate, while 
the world has not yet claimed, much lefs 
enſlaved them, is to know: and do the 
things which their gracious maſter in 
Heaven requires: to prepare themſelves 
| for an active courſe of duty, for the cha- 
racters they are to ſuſtain in civil and 
religious ſocieties, for the ſervices they 
are to perform to all around them. They 
are yet to enter on thoſe turbulent, dif 
tracting, and alluring ſcenes of public 
fe, where they muſt . wall cfntum- 
err and whert their | Chriſtian 
courage, how well confirmed . 2 3 
5 fovereſt trials. - 
FO? er Si To Vir 3808 Tf af 
53 30 trade; 46ſt we 
Touch perſons of the danger which - await 
them, in their . cui, d, of intercourſe | 
with a ebrrupted world: Theſe I ſhall, 
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be my, buſineſs, in dhe ſecond, place, to 
point out the means of arming them- 


ſelyes againſt them. If indecd they will 


receive inſtruction, not with impatience, 
diſtaſte, or levity, but with e 


e 89d. attention. 


Tos! 2 1136 ED 


it = cen this, ſpiritual 
 $ers, I ſhall not, for the preſent, ate | 
thoſe which threaten: 10 ſubvert their 
Heith. I peak but of fuch as may affeR 
their fraffice, and ſeduce: them from the 
integrity and . purity, of their Chriſtian 
roleon, Aud theſs you, bave in. par 
ee to their 


0 frech Pas tha; 1282 
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Wann grads forcibly allies 
by the-gay, ſcenes of, life, at a time when 
they have all the power of ,x novelty to 
amm end, them, violence of paſſions, 
CC iu xpericnce of the 


more 
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more terrible conſequences' of indulging 
them; 3 the raftineſs and preſumption at- 5 
tendant on our days of hope and expec- 
tation; the 'feveriſh thirſt” for ſenſual 
pleafure, that diftemper of dur early 
years; theſe are dreadful encinies; and 
before the powers of reaſon and religion 
can be firmly collected, oftentimes make : 
locking havock in e Aan Ad 
theſe, we know, ate too often enflamed 
by tuiſtaken iridulgence in the earlieſt 
parts of life; by the neglect of that dif. 
Lipline and inſtruction ſo neteſfary eve 
from the firſt datyn of reaſon by the 
—— ſervile dependents, or the in- 
2 


by introduction into chole ſenes f 


aicty which tend to diſſipate and effe- 
Mike thi youthful mind. So that how- 
ever Wiſely the inſtitutibtis bf Tuts 
PLACE" may be baleulated 16, feſttait, 
doe and fegulate; yet they can 
| have” but Ittle influence on thoſe who 


om come 
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come already taught to hate and reject 
them. Wat, 24, * ; Fl 45 Angi bas 


Bor although you may have hitherto 
been guarded againſt corruption, -yet 
new trials, en ee are Rill 
to be encountered. . 4 , 


In that world, n ſo 
impatient to engage, cuſtom ſeems to 
ha ve entirely effaced the deformity of ſin. 
It hath there become faſhionable to pro- 
feſs a total diſregard to the divine pre- 

cepts ; to avow and glory in thoſe indul- 
gences now repreſented as odious, dan- 
gerous, and ſhameful. Lou ſhall there 
hear maxims, and rules of conduct, in 
direct contradiction to thoſe e 
precepts here impreſſed upon your minds. 
On whatever ſide ye may be moſt aſſail- 
able, whatever ſpecies of cortuption may 
moſt eaſily beſet you, there ſhall ye find 
examples to influence, to countenance, 
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and to ſeduco you, by the moſt engaging 
and inſinuating of all the of per 


ſuaſion. Characters ſhall be diſplayed 


before yon, high in the general eſtima- 


tion, every where reccived with affeQion 


and deference, in which the fouleſt cor- 
ruptions are blended with ſomething 
ſpecious and captivating : a deadly ſnare 
t the. young and unexpericnced, ever 


ready to , admire, and inſtinctively 


prampted to imitate ; implicitly directed 
by public opinion, and incapable of pe- 


tion, with reprosch, and what is yet 


neG;- then ſhall malice, falſehood and 
— . — 


_ Your infirmities, real or imagined, 


wall be marked, . aggravated, and in- 
ſylted ; and your ſingular adherence to 


bur [ In to 


netrating beyond external appearances. 
Lon ſhall there be preſſed with ſolicita- 


What is good and n. an 


r 
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to the aſſaults of vice, worthleflneſs, and 


folly ; perhaps without friend) or favour; 
br GH PI eee ung d dus 


Lor are told, indeed, 1 a 
and virtue are the ſure means of acquir- 
ing reputation in the world. True! 
Of acquiring that which alone deſerves. 

the name of reputation; the praiſe of the 
religious and the virtuous, who them- 
ſelves contend: againſt the malice of li- 
bertines and the ſcorn of fools, who re- 
fiſted temptation in their earlier days, 
and now enjoy their ſuperiority, and 
look n with pity on thoſe * 


4 


1 4 ih ER ta | 
ligion and virtue are the fure means of 
peace and happinefs even in this life. 
But we cannot arrive at theſe, without 
fſt prevailing over thoſe obſtacles which 
the world oppoſes againſt our progreſs. 

15 E 2 | They... 
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They are purchaſed only by a vigorous 
reſiſtance to the allurements of ſenſe, 
and the enticements of the wicked. This 
is the very point to which we would 
conduct you. And when we warn you 
world, we do not magnify them to damp 
that youthful ardour, which preſſes for- 
ward to the courſe of action appointed 
by providence: no more than we inſiſt 
ſtrength of paſſion, to ſuggeſt a plea of 
careleſs and the depraved. Your ſtations 
charged. And, however dangetous the 
paths you have to tread, you have your 
guide and counſellor. However violent 
Four aſſailants, greater it he that is in 
<< 262 Ilan he thut ir in the world: Led 
by his ſpirit, and faithfully: improving 
tie ſuccburs he affords, ye ſhall be 
— over the ene- 
youT 8 mies, 
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mies, within and without, of your pre- 
N erg w well 82 mn d 195; 
| 4% : 5 25 

1. — then, « all" 
8 ſo “ cleanſe his way, that 
he may be blameleſs and harmleſs in 
* the midſt of @ crooked end perverſe gene- 
45 ration? This we are e ee | 
ſider in the E eren 


rn 5 ie 


wrt 1 

i "the eee 
| ample, and explicit. The effectual means 
which he recommends, the true defence 
_ againſt all our dangers, ate theſd: A 
bvely ſenſe of the truth and divinity of 
our holy religion, and a ſincere regard 
and meekneſs; a ſtedfaſt attention to the 
glorious ſtate of immortality ſet before 
us, and an aſſured hope of the incor- 
ruptible crown; with conſtant and fer- 
vent prayer ſor the divine aſſiſtance to 
en the 1 the natural 


> man. 
- % & 


44 8E RMON xv. 


man. Theſe are the reſources pointed 
out by ſuch metaphorical terms, as the 
« breaft-plate of righteouſneſs,” the * field = 
—— and "the . keiner at. ro 
pave wagt . e 1 N 

NM Wire c $79 Sf ye ST 
rer this to your own esc 
and condition. Vou are encompaſſed 
with dangers and difficulties. Within, 
are violent and diſordered paſſions ; 
without, are alle ments and torptations. 
That holy religion in whieh you have 
bern nurtured, aſfords the only ſecurity 
againſt the enemies of your happineſs — 
In the firſt place; therefore,; ſeize the op- 
portunity of your preſent fituation, the 
only opportunity which your while lives 
may poſſibly afford (at leaſt the beſt, and 
happieſt) to ſettle,-to confirm, and invi- 
gorate that · hd whith overromem the 
„ , Vour faculties are already ſuffi- 
cientiy cleared and ſtrengthened to acquire 


that rational and lively convfetion of the 
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truth, which may penetrate beyond the 


underſtanding ; which may ſink deep 


into the heart; a vital principle, to regu- 


fections. Think of this, as the moſt 


important of all acquiſitions; and pur- 


ſue it with a zeal befitting its impor- 
tance. Accuſtom yourſelves betimes to 
look upon the leaft deviation from the 
rence. Reflect (ſor now is the time for 


ſuch reflection) that the very firſt ſtep 
to vice may never be recalled, but may 


at once precipitate you into everlaſting 


miſery. Before the diſtracting variety of 


worldly objeQs crowd upon your minds, 
the dignity of your nature; the end of 
your creation; the great things God 


hath already done, and hath yet in re- 
ſerve for the children of men. That 


word which is a light % our pur. 
Fe to your diligent inſpection: 


and 


late your tempers, and controul your af- 
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and if made the delight of youth, it 
ſhall. prove the ſure comfort of age. 
| Dau exerciſes of pri which tend 


pointed and enforced, as dee 
fan and d plenment: and ; 
now purſued with chearful- zeal, they 
fortable and delightful, the conſolation. 
of our mortal ſtate, and the __ Pri : 
— the une dran | 


e allurements of hs 
| Joes... The violence of paſſion. — 
gradually ſubſide, from —— 
of diſcipline. and ſelf-denial. The — 1 * 
ciples of a corrupted age „ 1 
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urged to him, who hath already choſen 
his divine inſtructor. Vitious examples 
ſnall not per vert him; for he hath long 
ſince learned to copy from the pattern 
not efface his dread: and deteſtation of 
ſin; for that dread and deteſtation have 
been acquired betimes, confirmed by 
experience; and, like all ſuch. impreſ- 
ſions, are now indelible. The ſolicita- 
ened to the voice of God, and ſought 
Should he be condemned of obſtinacy. 
and ſingularity; he knows that what is 
rious reſolution and perſeverance in well- 
doing; and that nothing can be more 
truly honourable, than a ſingular and 
An in the moſt va- 
luable 
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luable of all attainments. Should he be 
invited to aſſociate with that contemp- 
tible party of the corrupt and libertine 
who call themſelves the world, he hath 
already formed an union with a ſociety 
_ infinitely nobler and more extended; 
and can feel no pain in detaching him- 
ſelf from thoſe who have detached them- 
ſelves from every thing great and excel- 
lent. Let their pomp and power be all 
diſplayed before him; theſe can never 
tions of this life are all to vaniſh. And, 
if expoſed to their malice-or perſecution ; 
and — the” Hehe mn 
rage and N violence * the ee on 


p 4 «, : 5 0 * «4 3 7 
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precepts and motives of our chriſtian 
profeſſion, at this critical period of your 
lives. If you are not indeed perſuaded, 
that this is the ſure: means of leading us 
in peace 'and ſecurity, through this vale 
of mortality, to the glorious inheritance 
prepared for us ; there i is nothing further 
to be urged. I mean not to engage in 
a wide controverſy with the perverſe 
ſyſtems of the libertine, or the ſuggel⸗ 
tions of a corrupt diſputer. Or, if there 
be thoſe who are abſolutely hardened ; 
who, like the horſe or the mule which 
. ave no underfiahding,” ruſh on blindly 
as their paſſions impel them, inſenſible 
to ſhame or danger; we ſpeak not t 
him, who hath renounced his humanity. 
Our exhortations are addreſſed 10 thoſe 
ingenuous hearers Wh have been in- 
ſtructed in the words of eternal life, but 
ſtand in danger of being ſeduced from 
their guidance : who have been placed 


= in 9 right way; but have not yet ac- 


quired 
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| quired-ſuch ſtrength, as to proceed with 
ſteadineſs and vigour. And ſuch will 
not refuſe their attention, while I pro- 
ceed yet further, to point out the advan- 
tages of their preſet ſi tuation, the op- 
portunities they RRR enjoy of aſſiſtance 
and ſupport, in acquiring and confirming 
thoſe carly habits of piety and virtue, on 
which depends * e. of their 
whalo exiſtence. | eic ftr 


i Tus ſociety in which 3 

placed, bath its laws, and inſtitutions, to 
which, you all owe and profeſs obedi- 
ende: A duty enforced on many among 
ws by. = ſolemn holy yow, in which the 
great God of Heaven and Earth was 
made witneſs of our awful engagement. 
Conſider; the nature and tendency of 
theſe . inſtitutions. What do they re- 
quire? That you ſhould be conſtant and 
diligent jn your duties to God and man: 


e ſhould: reverence thoſe who la- 
bour 
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bour to enrich your minds with the moſt 
glorious diſtinctions of your nature: 
That you ſhould attend to whatever 
things are ut, honeft; or of good re- 
«, port :” that you ſhould be. blameleſs 
and harmleſs,” in all meekneſs and ſo- 
berneſs ; careful to abſtain from the ap- 

pearance of evil; and diligent in the 
putſuit of good. Submit yourſelves to 


ſalutary. Let your obedience be ſtrict 


againſt all the approaches of corruption. 
Is that diſcipline grievous, which gives 
you an habitual power over your moſt 
dangerous paſſions? Which leads you, 
with à gentle hand, from the paths of 
ſhame and miſery? Is it a ſevere re- 


the bounds of innocence and ſecurity ? 

And can it be deemed honourable to 

elude or to inſult theſe reaſonable inſti- 
12 "at: ;- 


thoſe ceditiances ; foo'they' are gentle ünd 


and regular; for this will guard you 


ſtraint that we would confine you within . 
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in more extenſive ſocieties, who attempts 
to ſubvert thoſe laws which ſecure the 
general welfare. Such honour have the 
fallen ſpirits, who diſclaimed the glorious 
diſtinction of their nature, that of ra- 
tional obedience to the wiſe and gra- 
cious appointments of providence. What 
citizens are % likely to approve them- 
ſelves, or what ſubjects in the univerſal 
kingdom of God, who are already ac- 
quiring habits of perverſeneſs and rebel- 
lion? Many of thoſe who hear me may 
de deſtined to offices of civil power and 
| authority, And bow ſhall they demand 

reverence and obedience, if in their pre- 
ſent ſtate of diſcipline they themſel ves 
have been notoriouſly irreverent and diſ- 
obedient? Far the greater part of them 
are to be miniſters of holy things. And 


5 it poſſible, that rurr ſhould- refuls == 


ſubmiſſion to the laws of ſoberneſa 
_ righteouſneſs, and godlineſs ? That ihey 
n themſelves for the fervice 
£9 hg 
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of the altar, by  licentiouſneſs and ex- 
ceſs? Publiſh it not among the gain- 
ſayers | leſt the enemies of our holy faith 
ſhould triumph over our reproach. 


Go forbid that mam of this dan- 
gerous temper ſhould lie concealed among 
us! If there be am ſuch; beware my 
brethren ; flee from thoſe who would 
efface your good principles, and reconcile 
you to the /eps that take hold on hell. 
« Go. wot into the um of” ſuch © evil 
« men: avoid ib: paſs not by it: turn 


«. from it, and paſs away !” 


Ax here let me remind you of ano- 
ther advantage of your preſent ſituation. 
The ingenuous youth, who would walk 
circumſpeRly and ſecurely, amidſt his 
ſpiritual dangers, hath here the opportu- 
nity of a fair and happy choice of thoſe 
who are to be the companions of his. 
ne And virtuous and religious 


| | nm 14 ? Companions 
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companions firengthen and ſupport each 
other; like faithful fellow“ ſoldiers, en- 
gaged in the ſervice of one common 
maſter againſt one common enemy; ſhar- 
ing the ſame danger, and aſpiring to the 
| ſame honour. In their ſocieties we have 
— to ne and counſel to di- 
| cally: ds us to 4 goa. 
"_— wry ed 291 | 


Bor, lftly, you babe fill -Rurtber 
te opportunity of enriching your minds 
from that treaſure-of uſeful knowledge 
| here diſplayed: before you. And how 


——— — 


nen, and f truſt hach . 


whoſe youtlfol fie Bae ho 
 rature; hath no leifure to attend to the 
| deinen 0 | | 
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enough, no taſte depraved enough, to 
ſhare the enjoyments of the corrupt and 
ſenſual. His temper is too exalted, to 
ſtoop to every allurement of vanity and 
folly; his reaſon too enlightened, to be 
betrayed by artifice and falſe appearance. 
Theſe are the natural effects of erudition; 
and they are acquired with leſs pains 
and labour, and ſurely with more exqui- 
ſite] and-ſolid pleaſure, than many fri- 
volous diſtinctions, or vitious gratifica- | 
tions and without that tediouſneſs and 
ſelf-abhorrence, that liſtleſfneſs and diſ- 
content, which it coſts many an unbap- 
py: youth to waſte his moſt precious days 
in unmeaning ſloth and indolence. Nor 
doth this cultivation; of his more exalted 
againſt; the approaches of corruption. 
It lays a ſure foundation. for an innο⏑õẽ' 
bens and, an honourable; life, a liſe of 


purity, integrity, and actine virtue, 


amidſt all the turbulence and diſorder of 
r. * | F * the 
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e per 925 that dig 
* hivy tu his uffwenoe vrhich alone can 
runder it an hotourable diſtinction. 
Susie SHEL DAT eee ed benen 
n n ee eie in , e 
ng 10 — for thoſe whoſe | 
oktume are yet to be schied It is 
u language of paraſites: and let thoſe 
Who tftew' to dt, go to the fordid hind, 
Dm hem they learted ſuch dofrine, 
tete fit wompanlot Wah kim let them 
me den in A the foulneſsof vorrup- 
Ash, un thime/ and povertyq und con- 
_ ip; and detziom chene ohn chem: lite 
1 Sant ef ure men: atid in the an- 
Solln ef cher ſouliy They: Teehoſ®whom 
they onee Inſuled with their hrutat pride, 
ieccde the fuſbiewinll of their-anore li- 
A -betal puffuits. Dig Wim ,n 
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Bor Tam not now recommending this 
diligent "purſuit of uſeful knowledge 3 
a means of raiſing you. to worldly ad- 
vantages. I urge it for à better and à 
greater purpoſe ; to preſerve you from 
temptation, and to ſupport you in the 
principles of virtue and religion. I would 
| now lead you, through the paths of human 
happinefs indeed, but to'ſomething infi- 
nitely tranſcending all human happineſs ; 
to the ſource of comfort, in that awful 
moment, when all the little intereſts of 
this life ſhall be for ever effaced from 
your minds; to that "imniottal ſtate for 
which you” were credited; t6 that crown 
of glory which ſhall reward your victory 
over the world kad its datigers. 


bas JoOfOOt 91 mW tr ir, 


Tur "fire means of obtaining this 
vidory and "this reward Have ow) been 
laid before o. "You Tee what Arms 
are prefented for your defence ) What 
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bulwarks to protec you Againſt the ad- 


. verſary. 
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3 ary. It is your RM 
. ities, and improve your "IM 
tages: tages: for be ho — 3 
m 
ſhall again require 
90 Sri oy 
py Tus d things. now delivered 5 Hehe 
pla and may 
_ 23 = But although 2 
ſhould not. ſuffer. them to have 2 
influence, yet we cannot change = 
nature or leſſen, their. importance. 
exclude all thoughts of our danger: 
hog oath — 1 wn 
— eee 
to 
will come, when the ignorant » 
the, deſpiſers of inſtrudien, and 
5 jon them : when it ſhall be more 
tolerable. for thoſe who have ſunk into r 4 
vice and e. from , n 
Vice avec 
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timely admonition and direction, than 
for the ſcornful, the careleſs, and inſen- 
ſible. OO 

Bur from you, my brethren, we look 
for better things : for vigilance and meek- 
neſs, for ſerious and devout attention, 
for ſtrength and perſeverance. And may 
« the God of Peace make you perfect in 
« every good work, to do hir will : working 
« in you that which is well-pleafing in his 
« fight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be 
& glory for ever and ever. Amen!“ 
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e eiu, verſe 1 1 
1 [nit when they ſaid 7 5 . "Lt 
us go in into the hi houſe N the, Lord.” a 
ier bo6rdims 9G 01 85 $ITV ITC 
Ab d as de now gro in 
the; houſe, of the, Lord, and jmprefied 
with, the ſolemnity of public de yotiog 
God forbid that. we, ſhould be, entirely 
inſenſihle to this zeploys and affeQipnate 
expteſſion of the pſalmiſt ! Yet,, as-from 
the, aboundipg of iniqpity, the, .loye f 
many, bach w ed, gg. 48 they who do 
3109 4 not 
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not Loney forlake the aſſembling them- 


er, too often aſſemble with 
a lifeleſs formality, it is never improper 
or ytſexſonable to) offer ſugh cpnſider- 
ations as may enliven our affections for 
this great duty of uniting with, our bre- 
thren in prayer and adoration, as chil- 
dren of the ſame family, and ſubjects of 

the ſame ſpiritual kingdom. | 


- BD 1 


Davin, we, ſee, conſiders the per- 
formance of this duty, not merely as 2 
ſervice, which claims a cold compliance | 
or extorted obedience, but as an exalted 
privilege to be embraced with rapture 
and delight. To him it was a matter 
of encteding joy tnt the Ark nad at 
length gained its reſting place, and that 
he was called and invited to the "Taber- 
nacle. The fate ſentiments, be was 
careful to impreſs pon his people. For, 
the pfalm from Which the text is taken, 
and Which 2 the Beckett attäch- 
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ment to the ſervice of God, and the ſeat 
of public worſhip, was compoſed (we 
are told) for their uſe, and appointed for 
their ſong, as they journeyed to pay 
— aud” n at ee 


Wx, my brethren, are bleſſed with a 
leſs burdenſome, and more ſpiritual ſer- 
vice. And it is my preſent purpoſe, 
not only to enforce the reaſonableneſs 
and neceſſity of this ſervice, but to per- 
ſuade you to be zealouſly affeQioned to- 
wards it, as a matter of —— Joy 
eee eee ene 
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Wr are too apt to forget, or to think 
lightly of "thoſe bleſſings we enjoy in 
eaſe and uncontrouled ſeeurity although 
this eaſe and ſecurity ſhould be the ſub- 
2 of more abundant gratitude. We 
are too apt to think "lightly of thoſe 
a a do PE _ 
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lue than the greateſt of worldly bleſſings. 


PE 


It is therefore neceſſary that we: ſhould 
repeatedly and attentively revolye the 
ſavours and privileges we enjay, as crea- 
tures redeemed, and reconciled to God 
through Chriſt; members of his kingdom 
kingdom in the heavens; creatures whom 


the High and Holy One hath; youchſafed 


to admit into.,covenant with himſelf, to 
teach, to govern, and to Dees 2 
— Ge or b. 


1 a 4 


aa foch en \ (in the firſt es 
if they retain the leaſt regard to that 
glory which ſhall be revealed, cannot 
think it an ordinary inſtance of loving 
merey, that they are admitted to ap- 
proach. the throne of God | with praiſe 
aud ſupplicstion ] that they are called, 
not om to breathe out the; effuſians af 
their piety in private, but eee. 


ib 
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of the Lond. houſe to unite with their 
fellow-chriſtians, in ſolemn invocation 
of bis holy name, in.carneft, prayer for 
mercy and protection, in public profeſ- 
ſion. of faith and promiſe of obedience, 
in reverent attention to his word, and 
participation of his ordinances. And 
particularly, hat they are. admitted to 
the. table of the Lord, there, to renew 
their covenant, and to receive the pledge 
and aſſurance of Chriſt's mercies. Theſe 
are privileges truly glorious, which exalt 
and dignify our nature, and cannot be 
| lightly regarded but by the inſenſible and 
brutal, the wretched ſlave of this world, 
and the abject deſpiſer of glory and im- 
mortality. To theſe we do not apply; 
for * the natural man receiveth not the 
« things of the ſpirit of God.” And let 
thoſe who are not thoroughly and deeply 
impreſſed with the truth now delivered. 
ſtudy to diſcern the nature of their Chriſ- 
an ppestion. Let them reflect 7 

i Ma | cy 
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they have been graciouſly admitted into 
that family, for which our Lord was 
contented to ſuffer ;* that they are made 
members of his church viſible upon 
earth, united with their fellow-chriftians 
in one faith and one hope of their call- 
ing; and then they ſhall know and feel 
the bleſſing of aſſembling f in God's houſe, 
and the value of the preſent moment, 
when the things which belong to their 
| eternal happineſs are plainly, though im- 
rena. ee in their r ee * 


G3 2575 I. gib bas 


Bor, aa { the FER in the 
houſe of the Lord is a ſubject of "till 
further joy and gladneſs, arifing from a 
conſciouſneſs that we are fulfiffibg his 
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of want and weakneſs, of tratiſprefſion 
and corruption, prompt even the unin- 
at Tavage Who diſcovers” God in 
| | ho 
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Lk works, to proſtrate himſelf. before 

him. The moſt. penetrating of thoſe 
whom God was pleaſed to leave to the 
guidance of their reaſon, are unanimous 
in regarding the duty of prayer and ado- 
ration as a neceſſary ſervice; and a ſer- 
vice to be performed not only in private, 
but in conjunction with our fellow - crea- 


* ahi a paw WRAP : 


: 
21 


en theſe aden, whether ak. att 
—.— or, of an original revelation, | 
obſcured; corrupted and forgotten, we 
find enforced: and confirmed in every 
extraordinary diſcovery of God's will 
Not to mention the patriarchal, rites of 
worſhip, . the origin or end of their ap- 
pointment, here let it be ſufficient to 
obſerys,; that the religious aſſemblios of 
the Jewiſh nation were ordered by God, 
their ceremonies regulated by his eſpecial 
Dr their feſtivals inſtituted, as 
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more particularly ſoletin and affecting. 
While other people were left to the dif- 
ctetion of their governours, for afligning 
the ſeaſons of public worthip, "this nas 
tion received it as a perpetual lade, that 
the fevetith' day "ſhould be © dedicated 
folely to the ſervice'of God: ati aweful 
memorial that all things both in Heaven 
and earth; all thoſe objects of ſenſe ig- 
norantly worſhipped by the heathen 

world, were really created by God, and 
ſubfiſted by his Will; a law, no left cal 
culatedd for the puipoſes of humanity 
than of deyotion; and which our Eord 
Jeſus | cattic not to deftroy but to fulfill. 
We fund bis apoſies and drfeiples from 
the. beginning religiouſly” dcdicatipg * one 
day in ſeven to the ſervice of their hea- 
venly thafter, and in the very bittertiefs 
of their perſecuted Rate, till dilly "af 
ſemblidg on the' Rrtt day of che week, 
DH remembrance of The perfeding'of their 
of ME eee 8 9 Ti, "redemption 
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abe eee . Aer nag Toftaimetir 
do not indeed record diſtinctly the order 
and ceremanial of their: ſervice. - We 
find the new converts warned not to 
forſake the aſſemhling of themſelves to- 
gether. They are cantioned againiſt par- 
ticular: irregularities that at ſome times 
had crept into their aſſemblirs : ant in 
general; they are diretted, that all ahings 
we. tg rage 35H But in 
the hiſtory of times immediately ſus 
ceediagl we have particular accounts. of 
| they nature and order of :Chriftian don 
gregations and iy may not be uſcleſs o 
the /purpoſe of edification, briefly to lay 
| before you fome of theſe particulars-. 
. dba, 17 20 2qugir did 1 1 mov | 
x thoſe heſt and phrofienenicdd of- the 
churoh-militant, the huſineſs of d chrif- - 
[tian-affembly oonſiſtod in prayers: and 
295 3. | | praiſes, 
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& SERMON XVI. 
praiſes, in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
in expounding, exhorting, admoniſhing, 
and reproving. The clergy conducted 
this ſervice ; the people, on their part, 


| their concluding aſſent to every petition. 


Theſe: were ſucocreded by the Commu- 
nion of the Lord's Supper, which made 

u conſtant and invariable part of their 
weekly ſervice. Nor, at this time, did 


to chis ordinance: No; nor did the con- 


_ _gregation, when the Lord's table was 


ſpread for their reception, tuin their 
backe, and refuſe the ſolemn pledge of 


heir ſalvation, leaving a few, a; very 
ſew of the moſt devoutly diſpoſed, to 


W dan ordinanae. None 


e the diſcipline of the church re- 
fuſed to admit to be partakers ; thoſe 
who had, not yet been fully inſtructed 


in che Chriſtian /faith, or thoſe who had 
given 


221876 
tan 
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given ſcandal by ſome notorious of- 
fene. And even ſuch delinquents 
were not hardened, indifferent, or 'iti> 
ſenſible, to the benefits of a worthy 
communion. They were ſeen weeping 
and wailing, and petitioning to be ad- 
mitted to the folemn pledge of. tecpti 


Bor ſexes reſorted to theſe aſſemblies, 
with decency and gravity: with a due 
recolleQion, and attention, to the aweful 
purpoſe of their aſſembling: not us if | 
the duty of public worſhip was to be 
conſigned only to the weaker ſex; and 
as if the man of engagement or refine» 
ment thought it beneath him to bow 
down before his Creator and his Saviour. 
They demeaned themſelves with fear and 
reverence, as in the immediate preſtnoe 
of God. Their ſpiritual exerciſe was 
N ee zcal and N 
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faſhion or 5 ee not | with} minds Bill 


diſtracted by worldly cares or enjoyments; 


not with impatienee to be relieved, as 


from à tedious and diſguſting office. 
They heard the ſeriptures with devout 
attention: they received the word of ex- 
hortation with humility, not ſeeking the 
entertainment of their imagination, but 
the renewirig bf their heart. en 
cluded with thankſgiving, with mutual 
love; and engagements to God and to 
cach other. They departed decently, 
 otderly; and ſilently, with minds fully 
impreſſod with religious aſſections; not 
cenſuring. judging, or condetnning; 
nor remarking or ridieuling. but ge- 
collecting, and applying the things de- 
livered to their — comfort and 
improvement. kat i at es In 
£24 ird ait nir . I =75 

An great is 08 ſpiritual / pid, 
ment (for this J am to obſerve in the 
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third place) from ſuch a conſtant and 
devout attendance upon public wor- 
ſhip; and great is the reaſon for joy 
and thankſgiving, that God hath vouch- 
. | | 9 PRA - 


n we elde the buſy cares: nd 
concerns: of this life, in which we are 
involved; the vileneſs of thoſe oc 
tions which the world impoſes on a crea- 
ture formed in the image of God, what 
a mercy muſt we deem it, that, at ſome 


Hated periods at leaſt, we are recalled to 


a remembrance. of our origin, and deſti- 


nation; that we are invited and enjoined 


to fix our thoughts on objects more 
worthy of rational and immortal crea- 
tures; and as it were to diveſt our- 
ſelves for a while of the baſeneſs of 


humanity, by approaching the throne 


of God, and raiſing our thoughts 
. G 2 3 wy 
1 | 4 
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and affeQtions to the great Father of 


ts 
— a 
— . ' 


"Warn we reflect on the numberleſs 
temptations to which we are expoſed, 
the weakneſs and corruptions we expe- 
rience within us, the evil examples and 
ſolicitations that aſſault us; what can aſ- 
proof, that there is no way to prevent 
our total fall, but by conſtantly enliven- 
ing the impreſſions of religion, conſtantly 
and humiliation, conſtantly recalling and 


vows of obedience? If we fay that all 


dus way be perbemed in piivate, un- 


doubted ly it may and ought to be the 
buſineſs of our retirement; but if this 
bs wade a pretence for not reſotting to 

. V tina F We 
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cated to God; They may be fair and 
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the great congregation, the anſwer is 
obvious; that very frame of mind which 
indiſpoſes us to public worſhip, will moſt 
probably prevent our private devetions. 
And very imperſect is his notion of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion who doth not eonſi- 
der that the genius and fpirit of Chriſti- 
anity direct him publickly to confaſo his 
faith, publickly to offer up the ſolemn 

ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe, to hear the 
Goſpel, and to partake of the Saera- 
ments, as a member of our Lord's vifible 


Tar thoſe; men who, from their ſitu- 
ation in the world, or from the character 
they muſt, ſupport, deem it neceſſary to 
affoct an attention to theſe profeſſions, 
during the hours more immediately dedi- 


plauſible in their ordinary deportment; 
but what elevation of mind. do they dif- 
- 1 | ery} - 4573 3 | cover, 
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cover,” what attention to thoſe ;ntereſth 

which alone are worthy the attention of 
redeemed creatures? Recollect, ye who 
but for ſome time have been accuſtomed 
to' forſake the aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 


what hath been your frame of mind in 


this interval of eſtrangement from God's 
worſliip? Hath it not been an indif- 
ference and inſenſibility to religion? A 
wanton levity with reſpect to the con- 
oerns of another liſe? A moſt dangerous 
and pernicious Nate of mind. On return 


ing, either by accident, ſhame or com- 


punction, to our ons aſſemblics, 
have you not felt your hearts burn within 
you, at the ſight of exemplary devotion? 


Have you not felt your conſdiences rouſed 
at the repreſentation and reproof of ſin ? 


If it be alledged that no ſuch bleſſed 
eſſects as are now deſcribed have been 
experienced from an attendance on pub- 
lick worſhip, let us take heed, that our 
attendance hath not been lifeleſs and 

formal, 
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formal, without reverence; or; attention z; 
that we do not appear in the houſe. of 
God, fatigued and hatraſſed by an int 
ordinate; and unſeaſonable purſuit of 
worldly pleaſure. with minds prepoſ- 
* by the [intereſts and concerns af 
this life ; with imaginations ſtill, diſars: 
dered by the objects of folly and ſens; 
ſuality, and with hearts ſtill eſtranged, 
from the great — in which ve ſeem 
ta kg. our Spit 49 non Hückt 
| Ya SiqtHg 

Bor ROE 20h, ay Is we look 
for better things. Suſpend the cares and 
enjoyments of this world, at leaſt on 
chat day which God claims as his'eſper: 
cial and peculiar portion of our time. 
Fail not; with all humility, and devotion 
to unite with your fellow:chriſtians, in a 

. publick profeſſion of your faith, and de- 
pendence on God, in acknowledgment of 
your * in petitioning for mercy, 
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aſBiftance and protection, in praiſe * 
thankſpiving, in hearing God's word, and 


frequently ſhewing forth our Lord's death 


at his Holy Table. Liſten not to thoſe 
who teach you, by their example, or by 
their inſinuations, to think lightly of 
theſe duties. Conſider the ſervice of 


Gods houſd, a as it really is, a matter of 


eflential' moment to your falvation. At- 
tond it conſtantly and devoutly. Thus 
mall you preſerve every religious prin- 
ciple hvely and yigorous in your minds. 
If tempted, ye ſhall be irengthencd ; if 


alncted, ye ſhall be comforted. In 


overy Rate. and circumſtance 'ye ſhalt 

feel the ſolid comfort and exalted plea- 
ſore: of devotion. And your example 
ſhall teach thoſe around you” to reliſh 


the: ſame pleafure: Thus by approving 
outſelves worthy” members of the church 


militant-0n carth,” we ſhall be prepared 
r tho ſpirits ot 


- 


SERMON XVI. 89 
juſt men made perfect, and unite in the 
adoration of the heavenly hoſt, who 
« reft not day and night, ſaying, Hoh, 
* holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, WhICk 
i was, and is, and is to come!” 
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 Preached at Sr. Aung“, Dubin. 


| Ecernerasres, chap. v. verſe T. 
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/ God, and be more read) 10 hear, tian 
to give the ſacrifice of fools : for they 
e e ere 1 © 
5 
Jnortan- of ' ere enquiry 1 %. 
the import and occaſion of theſe words, 
I ſhall: content myſelf with placing the 
general doctrine of the preacher in that 


üsht in which we are more eſpecially 
concerned 
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concerned to view it; and this by a brief 
WOE 


= . * 
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8 Warn thou Went to "the; congre- 
4 gation to join in publick worſhip of 
the great God of heaven and carth, 
« think of the awful ſervice in which 
thou haſt engaged: be guarded; be 
« compoſed; deem it not a duty to be 
« performed lightly and carelefaly. Col- 
© le thy thoughts: fix them on the 
great object of thy adoration :; and 
« ſtudy rather to acquire this reverent 
_ < poſſeflion of the mind, than, by any 
«+ jnconſiderate levity or indifference, to 

diſcover that thou art equally inſenſible 
to the greatneſs of God, and to thy 
« own weakneſs and vileneſs, For, 
| + however we: may. deceive ourſelves by a 
< formal. exteriour of devotion, all ſuch 
< pretended acts of "_ ate ly 

W a Bob pn 
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On ſeveral occaſions I have deemed it 
neceſſary to exhort you to be zealouſly 
affectioned to the publick worſhip of 
God. I have conſidered it as an exalted 
privilege of the chriſtian to be admitted 
to the throne of grace, to unite in prayer 
| faithful, and to be received into a parti 

confidered it as a duty expreſsly appoitits 
ed by God, ſanQified by the example of 
our blefied Lord, and his diſciples, en- 
forced by the practice of the beſt and 
pureſt ages of chriſtianity, neceſſurſiy 
connected with the ſpirit of our holy 
religion, attended with ſolid advantages, 


Bor as che exctllence and advantages 
of this duty depend on the manner of 
perfottaing it, I ſhall now proceed fil 

| 123 endeavour to gain your at- 1 

U air, tention | 
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tention to the point of greateſt moment ; 
the care, the caution, the frame of mind 
and diſpoſition of the heart, neceſſary to 
render our —_ 4 ey 
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Jon, that I re 106 
the wiſe - man directly to thoſe who hear 


me; that I may conſult their particular 


edification z I think it neceſſary; to intro-—ꝛ 


duce what I have to offer upon this ſub- 
ject by ſome previous obſervations on the 
order of our church, the nature of our 
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ſervice i is ee in a manner at once 
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vagance and obſcurity, but plain, ſolemn, 
and enlivening. By a premeditated and 
eſtabliſhed form, we are not called off 
to conſider whether the petitions uttered 
be ſuch aß we may” ſafely aſſent to or 
not. We may join confidently in a form 
whoſe excellence we have already ardkeg, 


W e een 


Ir opens with ſolemn ethottutions to 
repentance and amendment, taken from 
the higheſt authority, even from the 
word of God. The negligent and the 
confident, the ignorant and indifferent, 
ſtructed, and ſolicited, to recollect, to 
offences, that their rer may not 
ptove an abomination" to the Lord.” An 
humble confeſſion of our ' vileneſs and 
unworthineſs, followed by a comfortable 
declaration of God's mercies to the peni- 


0 tent and obedient,” forms the intioduction 


ü 6G: * 
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0 our petitions. | Theſe commence (as 
ment and right) with the prayer dic- 
tated. by our Lord. The ſentences which 
ſucceed enliven out devotion, and fix our 
attention. They are again enlivened by 
thoſe animating firaing of piety contain · 
ed in David's pſalms; again fixed by 
other portions of holy writ ; and theſe 

impreſſions again exalted by the ſueceed- 

ing hymne of praiſe. Such pauſes and 
Vvatistions preſerve the vigour of the 
mind, and enable it to retire into itſelf, 
performance of its holy exerciſe. | The 
The; cordial. prayer of charity mutually 
interchanged between the miniſter and 
the people" is an excellent preparative to 
the ſubſequent devotions. Theſe are in- 
ſpiriting and affeRing ; fitly diverſified, 


- and accommodated to the wants and oc - 


gaſions of every ehriſtian, And through 
* | Pes the 
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the whole ſeries of our offices, let it be 
ſufficient to obſerve that all things are 
contrived and diſpoſed, not for decency 
thisin a manner equally removed from the 
extremes of a — pomp, and an 
man — Lat 4 


; -WovLD bee eee te 
excerciſe performed with the fervour of 
primitive devotion! But if theſe times 
cannot diſplay that zeal and elevation, 
at leaſt, let us ſeriouſly confider (in the 
firſt place) that it muſt be pronounced a 
mockery of God to affect to take our 
part in ſuch a ſervice, without à due 
preparation of the mind, a ſteady recol- 
Ar. eee, ö Rs 
eng : 8814 9.2 1 Rei 
* 010 "_ 1 and at- 
tention, which we are eſpecially to incul- 


cate on the preſent generation. Intoxi- 
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by worldly purſuits, we treat religion as 
a friend that hath offended or diſguſted 
us, with a ſlight exteriour of civility, 
without cordial regard. We are not in- 
deed ſo loſt to the decency of appear- 
ances, or ſo hardened againſt every ſenti- 
ment of duty, as to forſake © the afſem- 
« bling ounſelues entirely. But do our 
aſſemblies indeed exhibit. that ſpeQacle 
which angels look down upon with plea- 
ſure; a collection of the faithful uniting 
with one voice, with one heart, pouring 
one and the ſame fervour and humility, 
| 1 bleſſing at She. throne 
HONG... $910 8 det ei rere 
+17 "5! Yo $7 * F 
Wa een ee Py Tl 
fion-ef trying our own hearts; and ;# 
| 3 our. hearts condemn * not, chen 1 + have | 
u configence towards God,” Have we 
en this day catered, the Lord's temple, 
With a een. n ba- 
1 1 niſhing 
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niſhing all worldly thoughts and objects; 
with our'affeQions prepared and ſubdu- 
ed to this our bounden duty? In ac- 
knowledging that we have offended 
againſt God's holy laws, in ſupplicating 
for his mercy upon miſerable ſinners, 
have we been duly impreſſed with the 
* guilt and miſery of ſin; and the im- 
portance of an immediate reconciliation ? 
Have our hearts been elevated by the 
pious effuſions of the royal pſalmiſt ? 
When God's word was read in our ears, 


have we meditated, and applied the por- 


tions of holy ſcripture? Have our ſouls 
accorded with our lips in anſwering and 
ung tothe re offered 1 


Mane: 8 can render a fir” ac- 


count of theſe particulars. Yet ſurely -- 


there is ſufficient ground for admonition, 
when we; diſcover levity, indifference, 
and goldneſs, in the houſe of God: 
When een the poſture and outward de- 


| ech rr | , H _"—_ | portment 
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portment of too many ſeem to indicate a 
mind unattentive and unaffected: when 
the ſolemnity, the humiliation, and the 
piety of our petitions have made no ſen- 
ſo intimate is the communion between 


ence and operate on each other. The 
_ affeQions of the ſoul are neceſſarily ex- 

pteſſed in the actions of the body: and 

theſe bodily expreſſions, when aſſumed 
reſponding affeQions in the foul. Man 
muſt therefore judge, and, without breach 
of charity, may judge by appearances. 
At leaſt let us be allowed to expreſs our 
ardent wiſhes that no chriſtian may ima- 
gine he hath diſcharged his duty by his 
merely being preſent in our religious aſ- 
ſemblies: while his mind is ſtill poſſeſſed, 
perhaps, with the ſoenes of pleaſure in 
which he was but now engaged, and by 
which he is ſtill wearied and oppreſfed; 
perhaps 


Anno £ It 


foul and body, that they mutually influ- 
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perhaps by the cares and intereſts and 
contentions and animoſities of the world: 
perhaps with that levity which even in 
the hour of devotion wanders to every 
trivial object of vanity and folly. Such, 


my brethren, is not the ſervice required 
of us. He who would obtain a bleſſing 
at the throne of grace, muſt unite with 
his brethren in that fervency, that ſteadi- 
neſs of collected devotion, which becomes 
the church of God. Even in the moſt 
exalted and angelic act of adoration, 
that of ſinging praiſes to the Almighty, 
while this delightful office is outwardly 
performed only by a few children whom 
our charity hath inſtructed, God forbid, 
but that many in their hearts join in this 
melody | Yet ſurely it is to be wiſhed 
that it were the united melody of the 
— and A 4 to whom 
Fi ſtudious to hg: their 2 
| | n to their fellow: crea- 

; tures, 
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tures, would ſeriouſſy conſider, that it 
cannot be mote amiably and worthily 
employed, than in ſinging forth the 
praiſes of * ati mou! pr[2 


+ * 172 * . * 
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by Bor, ſoromly, 1b eee cold 
and indifferent and diſſipated who are to 
be warned . {0 keep” their foot, te 
de careful and ſolicitous in the per- 
Formance of their duty. Others there are 
Whom, we ars alſo to admoniſh, that they 
be +. more ready io hear, than to giue the 
*: ſacrgfice of font: that they ſtudy. ra- 
ther to preſerve an attention and com- 
paſure of mind, than to indulge an in- 
conſiderate, uninſormed, en, e 
votian. Had Nadi ut Tusa 

hob e os e ln e lou. 
Suden perſons may have 2 natural 
warmth of temper they may not be in- 
may weakly: imagine, that their heavenl7 
erde to be ade with that cla- 


morous 
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morous importunity, that abject and 
meful ſolicitation, which ſometimes pre- 
vail on the ignorance and pride of mor- 
tal man. They join frequently in our 
publick ſervioe; but bythis very frequency, 
they join in it without recolleQion. For, 
notwithſtanding the manifold advantages 
of an eſtabliſhed form over the beſt and 
moſt rational of extemporaneous devoti- 


ons, yet, by frequent repetition, there is 
a danger of its degenerting into a mere 


rs — with the e 


a5 (wad. a0 a n is 
ſometimes diſturbed, - by the indiſcreet 
effuſions of thoſe, -who' ſhould indeed 
* proy nth the foirit,” but . with the un- 


*: derftonding alſo.” Hence it is that ſuca 


perſons are heard (repeating thoſe com- 
mandments of God, which the miniſter 
| — ot 
pray chat their hearts may be inclined 
to 


* 
HE 
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nounce. our petitions with that ardour 
which ſhould be reſerved. for the con- 
cluding aſſent; and, inſtead of being 
*, 7eaqy to hear,” what they are bound 
to hear in ſilence and humility, join with 
their paſtor in pronouncing pardon and 
abſolution on the penitent, as zcalouſſy 
as they have. joined, (as they ought. to 
join) in confeſſing and bewailing their 
offences. But as this congregation, it is 
to be hoped, are for the moſt part too 
enlightened to fall into ſuch ertours, I 
ſhall content myſelf with obſerving that 
careful to prepare for a due performance 
of their duty in the houſe of God, by 
 Rudying: our offices, and the directions 
for conducting our de votions, which, in- 
deed, are plain and level to every eapa· 
city: juſt as the more exalted ſhould pre- 
Ne, .by- beniſhing ai world objeQs = 
rn. their minds, and guarding. * 


S ERMON XVII. ro; 
all che intruſions of vanity and folly; 
that every member of the church, of 
every order and condition, may unite 
ſincerely and affectionately in worſhiping 
the father, in the ſame beauty of holi- 
Nest im iel rc i u 51 mitt ct 

2n651o9mi bub v3itiew? Ni nt 
Bur perhaps theſe plain exhortations 
have been addreſſed to reluctant ears. 
Perhaps: they have encountered that liſt- 


1 which the 
© generally: received If 0. it becomes 


neceſſary to remind you, that there is one 
important part of our publick ſervice ſtill 
to be conſidered; and that is the portions 
of inſtruction and 'exhortation delivered 
from chis place, and the temper and dif- 
poſition, with which they are to be re- 
cei ved. The ſubject /is of ſuch moment, 
as to merit a diſtin diſcourſe; and 1 
may hereafter take occaſion to ſolicit your 
attention to a A particular con- 

1 ſideration 
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ſideration of it. In the mean time, be 
exhotted, my brethren, not to think 
lightly of the things now delivered. 
They may not come recommended by 
the reſinement of ſpeculation or diſqui- 
ſitlon. But, like other plain matters, 
they are IP and important. 
eee inet WHY eg f 
Ir you bieten fat down in a 
kind of peeviſh im impatience, counting 
oyer the, minutes of your confinement, 
and earneſt to be relieved from The tedi- 
ouſneſo of the: ſpeaker; I, cannot hope to " 
—— ee if 1 
diſmiſſed at once on retiring from the 
aſſembly. wy Let them be entertaĩned, re- 
volved, and digeſted. Let them be 
made the oeccaſion of cxamining your 
ſouls. Have I been cold or inſincere ? 
Have I been diſſipated, or have I en- 
deavoured to guard againſt thoſe wan- 


noi: 12D. derings 


14 
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derings naturally ariſing from the weak- 
neſs and frailty of my nature? Have J 


been ſerious, colleQed, and deyout,. or 


have 1 conſidered, the. publick worſhip of 
God Jag „ matter; of trivial, regard ;. a ? 
formal ſervice, fulfilled by a cold .exte- 


riour compliance? Or have I united 


with my brethren, with a deep and re- 


verent impreſſion of that awful preſence 
in which I ſtand, of that momentous 


duty in Which I am engaged, of that 


adorable Providence on which J profeſs 


to depend, that amiable mercy which I 


SS 
' 
i 

: 


implore, that tremendous juſtice which 
I deprecate, and all thoſe ſublime per- 
fections which I praiſe, and celebrate? 
——Addreſs theſe queſtions. to your 
hearts ; and let the fruits of ſuch ſelf- 
examination be diſcovered. in your fu- 
ture conduct: that the Lord God may 
have reſpect unto our prayers and ſup- 
plications : that his eyes may be open 

towards 


e sR MON xvii 


| towards this * that he may hear 


1 
from heaven and'when he heareth, for- 
2 "that we fear bi "uf the 
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| Profuaby hearing the Fed. 
Preached at Sr. ANNE's, Dustin. [ 


© - e chap. III. ood 7. 


So then, neither ir he that end ay 


- thing, neither he that watereth > but God 
1 groeth the ye" | 


Fate the time of the Apoſlles * 
parture from Corinth, when other teach- 
ers ſucceeded to cultivate thaf doctrine 
which he had planted, diviſions gradu- 
ally aroſe to diſturb the peace of this 
infant'Church. The different talents of 


the teachers, and their different modes of 
Ne AT inſtruction, 
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inſtruction, had their ſeveral favourers 
and admirers. Some contended” for a 
ſimplicity of doctrine confined to the 
plain and [obvious precepts of the Goſ- 
pel. Some for ſublimity and refinement, 
for an extenſive range through all the 


myſtery of Godlineſs: Some ſought an 
alliance between (what Saint Paul ſtiles) 
« the fooli/hneſs of preaching,” the hum- 
ble unadorned ſineerity of the faith, and 
the allurements of Gentile wiſdom : 
others declared warmly againſt ſuch pol- 
lution. Each profeſſed his particular at- 
tachmant to the teacher who gratified 
his taſte, or conformed to his opinion. 
One ſaid, I am the follower of Paul; 
another I am the diſciple of Apollos; a 
third declared himſelf the hearer of Ce- 
phas ; while others, with mote juſt and 
great Captain of their ſalvation, and re- 
jecting all carnal. eee E 1 5 8 N 
that they were 5 Ha 2621 852 


oro Tun 
* 
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Tas AIMED 18 of this firſt 
Epiſtle to the Thurch of Corinth was to 
correct theſe diviſions. What are theſe 
ſeveral teachers, ſaith St. Paul, that you 
ſhould glory in ranging yourſelyes under 
their names or parties? They are merely 
miniſters of a religion derived from God, 
not from human wiſdom. Inſtruments 
of ſalvation, not ſtanding in competition 
with each other, but uniting in the ſame 
labour, and for the ſame purpoſe, ac- 
cording, to their different faculties and 
endowments : to be eſteemed. for their 
works ſake; but of themſelves inef- 
fectual. To God's grace alone is their 
ſueceſs to be aſcribed: This it is which 
maketh the word take root and grow up. 
For * netther is he: that planteth am thing, 
neither he that watereth ; but God that 
« Kae tie 1 r 


"Raw tha * voice of 9 e 

ps that before the implanted word 
e Reis HA Ki ate n 

FI WOL. 14 Ty 
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euan take root and flouriſh, the ſoil muſt 


be duly: prepared; or, to expreſs this im- 
portant truth without a figure, that the 
grace of God, which gives due efficacy 
to the word preached, is granted to 
every hearer in conſequence of his own 


_ fitneſs to receive it; and in proportion to 


his ingeniouſneſs, ſincerity, attention, and 
docility, For this reaſon we are warned to 
take heed '** how ue eur; how we re- 
ceive and improve the opportunities of 


_ inftruQion vouchſafed to us, of which 
we are one day to render an awful ac- 
count. For this reaſon we find the Goſ- 


pet'precepts addreſſed more eſpecially to 


the ingenuous, the humble hrs the 
teachable, as they are- moſt and 
moſt likely to receive it. « He that hath 
« ears to hear,” faith our Lord repeatedly, 
« Jet hum hear.” He that hath a heart 


duly ct HOG to him I more eſpecially 


webe un era 
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| Talvati6 may be offered; ſo 4s 6 leave 
the moſt obſtinate Gift extuſe 22110! 
iyi by 1. Lil) + 1&1 
, dr ths ue wh due displ 


tiom of the heart oftentimes rendered the 
words of Chriſt and his Apoſties inef- 


fectuaf, how muſk it operate agalnff the 
weakneſs and unworthineſs of thoſe who 
are at this" day to miniſter the Goſpel ! 
And with what zeul and caution; with 
what ardbur of attention, with whit 
| ſolicitiide for improvetherit, mould the 
hearer of this day recetve the word; 
mne by an exrtraorfα,n degreb of cure 
and preparation of tie heart, He may 
ſupply che nothingnels of him thie ple. 
a arrow ara Mage 091 
{89 142% 4 
Y Py ade I meant 
te confine myfelf to the point T for- 
meriy propeſed to eonfider; chat pat of 
aur pubke ſervice which confi” in 
e. d e - Arid erhile T 
\ bibs. . 1 endea vour 
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endeavoyr to explain the temper and ME: 
poſition of mind, with which every 

hearer ſhould receive the word ene 
from.-this place, God grant that no pre- 


paſſeligns 
cloſe; your cars and hearts againſt, che 


| e ar now invited Wee 1 


"81 26+ 0 lo cSbaidtow)ny bas 5: 


| 4995 in the firſt. place, wink of the. 
momentous, purpoſes to. which the pre- 
ſent. part of our ſexviee in to be applied. 
We de not come together, that out ima- 
ginations ſhould. be, entertained from this: 
place z. chat we ſhould enjoy the amuſe- 
ment of a, refined, and glittering, fpecu- 
latin. If, there be. any that ſeck for 
ſuch vanities, let them conſider: that the 
_— ſpeaker cannot indulge their frivolous 


deſize.; cannot, I ſaß without deſerting 


his bqunden duty. Woe to the ſcribe. 


inſtructed unto the kingdom of Heaven, 
ſhould;he. content, himſelf. wich bringing 
from; his treaſures the meaneſt of -trifles ! 


Fe TE big The 


of lexity ot corruption may 


SE R MON XVII. ws: 
The things to be delivered and recrivec 
are of à different kind. We aſſemble 
to oonſider that moſt important of alb 
queſtions, Mat hat La to be ſaved?!" 
How ſtiall L demean myſelf in this-lifes | 
io as to ſecure my everlaſting; happineſs. 
in the life to come ? We are to be re- 
minded of the gracious promiſes, and 
the dreadful denunciationa of Gad u 
be exhorted, to be reproved, to bel 
be delivered ate of thermſel tes ſo mo? 
mentous, that no power of: utteranco is 
| neceſſary to enforee them; no defects 
ban diminiſh the leaſt particle of their 
Weight. They need but be plainly pro- 
happily indiſpoſed, or prepoſſeſſed. 
mo 21 His. I oline 183 — 


_ - eadily: acknowledged: that: wai are: hound 


Wan that wiſdom which is from 


yo woult:the . 
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most frech fon the real eauſe of them in 
— — anc: agnes. 
T eck and pious Cheiſtran - knows 
ami cenſidens that, however plainly, and 
 konnoves: weakly' the doctrine may be de- 
vered from ———— oms- {aft abaſe | 
mea of ſalvition-which: Gad hath: or- 
_ dained; and! wihiah it highly 'eapccans va 
b nb an to-imgrove: Let us. lay 
mie ſcriouſi 1 beat: ande it will ba 


to gectiis this unnd int the: firſt. place, 
wich an anent ande profieynd;; atten 
ago or ungiiine br. rtied 
de.; ALA 40 \bSodtbin Viiggqhd 


- xboue; difficult toi he obteinad;/ were: the 
' purioit/painſal, andł the fenrehcileborioun 


Thr: $1 - our 
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eur utmoſt efforts; ſot ul things: thou 
<«, canft tefire are not to be: companed ane, 
er But r ig no boo the: fed 
* the fea fer ur, and bring it untd u; 
% that. we m hear it. De word: 45 
* be ag unto" ns.” And when it is 
to be obtained only by inclining the dan 

ſutely it would be an unpardonable eon - 
ttmpt of -God's ortlinatitie; when wiſdom 
cticth out, not to ballen ta ber cons 
een od om en ee 
Acht Doe; © onmifira ds dat; 1 viiotda 
Wars there a man who could teach 
us an eafy and infallible method af be» 
coming opulent, powerful and glorious, 
in this world; of acquiring all the de» 
lights and enjoyments of mortality i how 
would the covetous, the ambitious and 
deer emden {round}; and hang upon 
proacheroftightwovſued tous you to ch 
| ours ot eternal joy and rah, tenches 
| bocih You, 
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Tee eee ee 
knmortality;: when all the frivolous en- 
joyments and occupations of this world 
ſhallthe forgotten. And can thoſe objects 
ieh alone are worthy of rational and 
redeemed creatures be received with in- 
d&fSrence or reluctance? In vain do we 
objec! that the teacher is deſtitute of 
grace>or- force; that his manner is plain, 
ird, or ifliberal. In the caſe juſt 
mentioned, that of d teacher of worldly 
happineſs,” we ſhould be provoked at the 
abſurdity of fuch objections. And what- 


out inatteiition in the houſe of God, it 
We do not duly weigh the great and 
momemtous valus of the things ſpoken 
non do: we beonſider the authority from 
uch they iſſbe. The conſequence'iis 
obvious: We have not habituated ur 
A tee. 


Hs dious 
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dious and diſtaſteful. Indolence cannot 
conſider them: pride and cbtrüptibn 
cannot ſupport them. What ſhould be 
received gladly, ſeems too gloomy” to be 
endured; what ſhould cngags the Whole 


: * 3 2 ? 
* 
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Bor, Wann I ru indeed give 
attention, but this may be merely the 
attention of curioſity; and therefore we 
are to be exhorted, in the language of 
the Apoſtle, © that we recefue the get 
< word" with meehneſ?"” We ate not to 
think lightly of the means which” God 
hath ordained for our falvation, becauſe 
of che weakneſs"or meannefi of the i- 
ſtrument: we are not to entertain any 
ſoornful difguſt againſt the things deli- 
vered, becauſe” they may be plain and 
unadorned, famifiar and unrefined. © For 
the Horner it is, who ſceketh wildem, 

and findeth it not! He fcekbth it, in the 
| attire of elegant and fſhionabl6 fefffte- 
5 b» 11939 ment, 


39 SER MQN, XV 
Went, but he findeth it plain and un- 


adarned ; and therefore to him diſtaſte 
ful. He ſeeketh it in the engaging. al- 
lyrements. of noyelty, but ha findeth it 
diſguſting by inceſſant; repetition... He 
confidereth. not that the will of Gad hath 
that intrinſic, weight, that commanding 
dignity, which geed, no artis or. gma- 
Went; he recolleQeth not that the divine 
| wand in ape and the fame yelterday, to- 
Kaye and far ever 1 muſt bg thus 
\preached, muſt be plaigly delivered, and 
Tepeatedly - enſorcod. Rut the humble- 
misdod will canſidep that it is the will 
and word of God, bich demand hie at- 
ſentjen and reverence. however wenk 
af un xactuꝝ the inſuumenta of conveying 
34-9045 he, He: conſiders chat the cor- 
- SyPtions,of our. hearts, and. the tempia- 
dens gf. the. word, arc evet Jesdy te 
fink ens into a: Rate, of bꝛutal inſenſihi- 
Ji 4; and, it is therefore. neseſſamn that 
da rise gd threatenipge. of the 
* | Goſpel 
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Goſpel bo perpetually ſounded in our 
ears: and wretched is the vanity, and 


Wen enn a e 
37 N vr 33 

e 8 Brianſdeb 
a0d:oglnoky we ſhould add another 


_ + qualification-necefſary for the hcarer. of 


God's word, that of ingenuouſneſs and 
impartiality. We ſhould; receive all re- 
vealed truths with the ſame readineſs, and 
give the ſame credence to the miniſter of 
judgments, as when he . declares bis 
gracious - promiſes; hen he reproves 
the ſins af which our conſeiences con- 
thoſe in which we are unconcerned. It 
3s written that God is merciful and long 
ſuſſering. law to anger, not extreme 10 
written, that without bolinefs no man 
en {ec the — be impar- 
slr 991 | tial 


tremendous is the danger of nn oy 
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tial hearers both theſe doctrines will have 
equal weight änd influence: It is writ- 
ten; that, ur ir 4 faithful ſaying, 
« that Chrift Jeſur cume into the world to 
« {ave ſinners.” We may liſten to theſe 
faction: but it is alſo written, that he 
gaue himſelf for us that he might redeem 
r gm all figitity, and purify unto 
 <" hiimjelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
* works?” that he bare our" fins in his 
ben bach port tHe mee, te this very 
purpoſe; « #har- being - dead into fir, we 
alas Hoe unto Ging, And we 
e not to'reje@t"theſe as hard ſayings; | 
for both are, founded- and delivered on 
che ſame authority] We are not tb in- 
dulge any inclination to be decei ved con- 
cerning our ſpiritual ſtate, any reluctance 
td have our eyes opened to our danger, 
e repreſentation 
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tation of our offences, or any of 
that-fatal ſelf-deceit which palliates, diſ- 
. guiſes, or conceals our own . 
fins, | yral woll 75 1 il 
u 1 555 * 2 8 
at theſe our exhortations, it is not mere- 
Iy by attending, or even being affected 
by them, that we perform a ſervice, in 
itſelf holy and acceptable. For what 
ſaith the Apoſtle ? (Be ge doers of the 
c word, and not hearers only. We ſhould 
therefore hear, with an hearty: and ſeri- 
ous deſire of improving, of applying and 
of practiſing. And little do we conſider 
this great end of hearing God's word, if 
we at once diſmiſs from our minds the 
things delivered, or the thoughts they 
have excited. If we conſider the minutes in 
which wwe attend, ior ſeem to attend. upon 
the preacher, as a painful ſacrifice to decen- 
by, and a melancholy tribute to the exteriour 
af religion. Non my brethren I The ſin- 
[ euois cere 


+] 
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dere and ſerious Chriſtian will ſtudiouſly 
revolve the precepts and admonitivas he 


hath received: will aſic his own heart; 
How have I heard? How have I im- 


proved ? What vices muſt I correct? What 
pious: reſolutions: muſt I form ? He will 
compare the things delivered with the 
ſacred -oracles of truth, his only infalli- 
ble direQor.” In the ſocieties of friends 
counſel together, and inftead of dwelling 
on the defeats and inſirmities of the 
| SHA e Wee v e 
he n en. "A his children asd 
domeſtics; and teach them to hear-with 
profit and improvement. And the word 
thus received, however. imperfectly de- 
livered; ſhall prove mighty in operation. 
The ſced-thus depoſited ſhall ſpring op, 
the labnur doth ef the planter: and 
_ witcier ſhall be bleſſed by bis gra» 


200 cious 
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giveth the enchenſ ee ea den yea 
zvetbaghtwouy, 209-, uin Lali 
Ox o⁰ Aenz ny als 2h depends 
whether the things no delivered are to 
be effectual to correction and inſtructſon 
If received with attention and humility, 
with ingenuouſneſs and ſincerity, if duly 
weighed, revolved and applied, their in- 
fluence cannot be inconſiderable. They 
muſt, by God's grace, operate on our 
future conduct, and make us profitable 
hearers of the word · They may indeed 
bo treated with levity and indifference. 
But the day will come when we are to 
render an account of all thoſe means of 
ſalvation which God hath. youchſafed: to 
for the barbarous and ſavage, than for 
the c of inſtruction. 


4 = this our ** 5 0 let © 
b ts know, and. diſcern. and revolve the 
VALE ans | dings 


126 81 R MON XVII. 
things awhich belong 40 our peace. And 


may the grace of the AIT-gracious and 


Merciful enlighten our underſtandings 
and enliven our aſſections, that we may 
receive the wm with (af *. An- 
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UCH, is the exalted doctrine WR 


8 


Prinea ef Peace, Mhoſt own example 
illoſtrates it moſt clearly. and: rom 


mend qt moſt. forcibly whoſe dente 
| kindneſs; has, not ſubdued by wirulenes 
or maler who; wept for the perverſerieſa 
and calamities of his enemies; and at 
(the moment of a cruel and ignominious 


be ne - death, 


EY 1. 1 2 
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Tux Divine Teacher had already for- 
bidden all hatred; wrath, elamour, and 
evil ſpeaking; every thing that feeds the 
devouring flame ef difeord,-and ſpreads 
it through thoſe ſocietics, in which we 
are engaged. Where we: ourſelves have 
been. aggreſſors, he enjoins a ſpeedy re- 
coleilenient” arid reparation ; "wire we 
hive fetvived © real infury, de forbitcs All 
wanton Frigation, or kmpatlenec to feta- 
liate: But the fate of things fippoſed 
in the text, is of all others the moſt | 
exqzif@-of' hoſtiſity';" they ate 'pufſyling 
vs wich „ e. oreuta one: in the! 
. eee ene eee e 
and comumeby;perſcenting us with: rage 
and races. mono Ait to wiimslz bog 
evoinfoaron; bas bun 5 0 lame 9407 

| In 


Ab 


I ciroumſtances like theſe What a 


the emotions of the natural man Hei 
exclaime with anguiſh. and impatienee 


Can nature ſupport theſe; wrongs? My: 


« deareſt intereſts are invaded. My ho- 


nur is inſulted. Give this deteſted 


advetſary to my power. I muſt cruſh; 
I muſt defisoy him. But let the mh 


| | meek and lowly of heart. As we hope | 


to inherit the promiſes. of the Goſpel, : let 
us not ſputn at its pracepts; and how 
ever diſtaſteful theſe may be, or com 
temptible to a corrupted world, mare 
Chriſtians i we are bound ta ſock the ho- 
nour which cometh ftom God gz we look 

to our final deſtination, and are now to 

| Magn e eee e ee 

of ts In our / general dauert e 
the wogld, it muſt deeds de, that ſoma 


ſtons, and thoſe eee 
Wel * | K 2 


contention will come; That our o np 
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time catch the flame of reſentment, - But 
in the hour of ſtriouſneſs and religious 
exereiſe the violende of reſentment, if 
_ ever, is reſtrained. In ſich happy in- 
tervalt the dictates of reaſon und religion 

ate reveivetl witli leaſt relüctance. Let 
ms ther ſeize tho preſtnt favourable o- 
cuſion; let me ſead you to conſider the 
reaſon and nature of that affection we 
are to entettain for our moſt virulent 
enemies, and the inſtances in which: this 
affoction is to be diſplayed, —But' it may 
be neceſſary, or at leaſt uſcful; previouſſy 
to conſider the preceding part of Scrip- 

ture, to which the precept of ect 
e d art ro Hoi Ten 


of. v out in DAE RON! 135 M7 1146 

e e ite Ton by ſeveral ſo 
ſtances; the ſuperiority of his'mbral doc- 
triges, over thoſe of the wiſeſt interpre- 
ter and moſt exaRt obſervers bf the 
_ Jeniſhi law His laſt and |inoft; firiking 
inflancc is befod is. N have hard 
omi A ee phat 
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. fat it hath been fad, Hh! ſhalt * 
« thy neighbour, and hate thine enen! 
This was not indeed the language of the 
law ;'for it was written, nan meet 
« thine "enemy's or or (hi aff going affiray, 
y 2 ſarely bring it back "to" fn 
1 * If thou ſee the afs of him 
0 Heb panda thee hing under "his burden, 
«* hou fa fe hels with inn. . But 
theſe enemies to which fuch*6ffices of 
humanity are preſcribed, are called Heir 
. brethrix,” where'the precept is tepeats 
ed; and were the 'childten' of their own. 
Pep They were ifo tomiiianded'to 
ſhew'loving-kindnefs to "the rungen 5 
but this finger Was # profelyte ta the 
whole, or to the mofa part, bf theit 
uw! The purpoſes of Gocks pioyidente 
required; that they -fhould fertpulo fi 
ſeparate themſelves from other people. 
In old tires, they" dad been made ee 
inſtruments of God'ꝰ Wrath on che hide- 
eee e thoſ arouN@\ then, 
n. NS | K 3 "58 They 
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They naturally retained an hereditary 
Abhorrence of pollution. Their affec- 
Wong were contragled and confined: and 
the precepts ** than alt hate; thine ene- 
OO” ooo readily. accepted 1 
doctor. Sn N No 
WN W Dh . W W K „Wen = 
Min may indeed . 

phraſo; ag in other patta of Scripture, to 
ſignify nothing mote than a comparative 
hatred..:; But, it is beſt interpreted by the 
practice; and...opinjons... of, this, people. 
And Saint Peter,expeefaly declares to Cor- 
nelius and his friandes. Ne know, how | 
. that ut is an unlauful, thing, fur a. man 
* that zi a eu #6+heeh. can, or uo 
done unte ane of, another uation.” | And 
{aboard did chis unſociable principle 
Ie to thoſę h were unacquainted 
with the maſon and the purpoſe of it, 
that a ge hiſtoian obſeryes with evi- 
dent abhotrengę, that towards.cach other, 
 thein;infegrity was fum, and their com. 
. paſſion 


vatedi Suſſicient for ug; that HN who 
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paſſion ready: but to the reſt of man- 
kind, their hatred wus that of a deter- 
mined foe; Nay, it is aſſertod that they 
would not point Hs way to the tra vel 
ler, or direct him: toi the fountuin that 
might ſlake his: thirſt, unleſs he Were of 


their own. people, 5: ws do eSibo6yg 


ot1Yts7t '10 encttog "8d1 ti wols 1 Oel 
| Ir 48 not necefſary'ts enquire, *hether 
theſe deſcriptions be not ' highly! \apgra- 


htheaſt down che partition wall be. 
tween! Jew and Gehtile, bath; entzrged 


 6uriſphere of duty, and taught 68 fe ex- 
tend our affections. His doctriie b, not 
that we ſhould perform ſome acts of 
mere humanity tor:thoſt who!have of- 
fende us; but that out loving Rindneſt 
ſhould be matifeſtedꝭ in eſſen al i. 


Nanbes; to alt men, however eſtrafged 


from us however blindly and ignierantiy 
 provokedoagainſt us, however Haff 


| abhandoviolemtly; incetiſed's that) they 


g 


fi 
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abe ohr brethren, children of the ſame 


family, partakers of the ſame adoption, 
and heim of the ſame prumiſe: that we 


are: all deſtined; to / a ſtate of perſect love, 


and everlaſting union: that to form and 
Ait us ſor this Nate, wt are to imitate the 
goodneſs of our heavenly. father, who 
ſhowers down the bleflin gs of nature 
both n the evil andi che good: to poſ- 
ſoſs our ſouls in patience, meckneſs,/ and 
forbearance ; and to cultivate that per- 
fest charity which is not extinguiſhed: by 
injary or ingratitude; much leſs by the 
errour or I ee 
tian hrether-. eill got 2005, alta 290 ber 

3" 2H; ares m1GH34q bluodt, ow. 1s 2 
3cLax:the heartiof man be fized firmly 
onchus final-deſtination'; let him deeply 
and |ſrequently; revolve: the: gloribus pur? ; 
poſe ur which he was created anden 
Ls 7 TT AASA of 
the. gra China Fee eee 


273 | For 


| N : 


For all the, competitions, and diſſentions 


of. aur preſent day, will to him appear; 
lighter than vanity itſelf. Pride or pale: 


ſion may ,magnify them for a moment. 


But the awful period is approaching. 


when this world, and its, intereſts, ſhall, 
paſs, an-, Out opinions ſhall then be 


We. ſhall; wonder, how we. coul have 
been enfiamęd by tripial cauſes, or taken 


part ſq, warmly, in the, periſhable con- 


cerns of a, life now cloſed for ever. We 


ſhall perceive, what flight occaſions: have 


miſled our neighbour or oprſelyes: We 
ſhall acknowledge. thoſe good. qualities in 


bim we call Rene, tog mhich reſents, — 
ment is nom lind. And, when... God, . 
ad wee ge, ta,yaito with, him — T 
heavenly; nnjog and affeRion, we ſhall; 

Wonder at ne former 


arif. ©» ini abut botiotorve. 
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nb What the benthities and animoſi- 
des bf che world will then appear, they 
w are at preſeut: conteftibte about 
obhests of tile moment; teſtntments 
_ eaficeived from urworthy caſts ; fofter- 
ce by pride and iguorahee; the haſty 
_ ebullitions' of eftour, rathet than delibe- 
vie malle. The, ftſt ads of hoftllty 
SNhüve proegedbd ftom 6ürfelyes: and 
we ate ſurptiszed at the afiittiviity we 
omiſelves Havetailtd { and ſhocked at the 
rule nee our b follies or injuſtice ha ve 
 piovoles.” Or 166 bur adberfury be ever 
D Gauftlefoly iflcetrſed; of ever fo unrea- 
 BhdBly/ er (wicked miativiots,” he fs füll 
tis heck of ot pity: Aid ir his worlt 
dec cat Wtinguith" our EHtRiin this 
rity; Metcifuf God? What” fhill*we to 
hben then zifeſt up 7” And where hulF 
Hue teſuße, den ae n ſelofThels 


| 
; 
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Bu preſent things have their iinpreſ- 

fiot too forcible to be reſiſted by the 

_ childten' of this world.” In the 'tumult 

of their frivolous Wntentions,” they alte 

to diſfdain the precepts of the Goſpel, as 

fttteck ouly for the recluſe and 2 
he lobe of gür Enemies? ſay they, 


i nothing more than one of © thoſe 


ute of per faction,” as they afe ca el. 
© Which ordinary Chriſtians cannot fe- 
© tive. It is itnp6ffible to diveſt our- 


ſelves of the feclings of huma nity. If 
© injüted, we muſt meme if hated, 'we 


© cunnbt 10 en A4. ig d it 
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er the Plebeßt is politive and in- 
 - difpeiifabis, is tod evident to need a 
pedo. Aba deckte de "pronounice it im- 
Potts," or en difficult whe | obeyed, 
let ul Re ourfelyes' 2 Ad kek 
out rbutments ne r If 
. rcd bet te then we have re- 
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the ſuppaſed injuſtice; ea virulenc of 

the adverſary, then, indeed, we cannot 

harbour any placable or gentle ſenti- 
ments. But this is the very, thing for- 

biden. by our religion... If we conſider 
Ling character of ohr adyenſary, 


6; ngk, the. ,exceptignable parts alone, 
a may 0 diſcover, his good qualities; and 
theſe we muſt eſteem. If we conſider 
the relations, in which he ſtands towards 
vs, theſe. may be endearing. and muſt 
welt down. the tern ſeverity of our tem- 


Per +1, our. brother, according to the 
fleſh be ever ſo i injurious towards, ug, un- 


teſs we be dead to all ſocial feelings, and 
£350 amiable. Af den, 125 extinguiſhed 
in E e pity, him; Fs, remonſizate, we 
endea: avour. to Doan ; ve in the 
midſt, of our [2 
quickelt . af wrong, the, ius dif: 
e was Bl, th 
- 5 Arne! erneſs of n natural affedion, pre. dy, 


Y, forgive, and 71 Perhaps, jmpatient t9,be 
511 ron 
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reconciled· God forbid that foch in- 
flances of aſfection ſhould not frequently 
occur ainang us! Here, then, we fnd-it 


Poffible te love our enemy we nevount 
it -baſe to withhold dur love from him: 
Bui every enemy is the chriſtian's bro 
ther. If the children of the ſame family 


would ſheath their teſentments at the 


inſtances: of an earthly parent, ſhall the 
childten/ of that family for: which:Chriſt 


was contented-to-ſuffer,: be leſs obedient 


; to their heavenly fathef - I u! Him 


— — —— 


din 1891 bn Ilir Wer oi plt 
. Bur every day's epariznbe df otdi= 
nary tranſactions of the world ſhews:the 
great power which men exereiſe over 
their moſt violent and diſordered paſſichs. 


From motives! of prudemce and policy, 
from expectations of future advantage, 


from apprehenſion of future inconveni- 
ence,  Joger is ſuppfeſfed -hatred- Tee 
firainedjircoonciliation>:ſought: and a0 
1 * ee eee wich 


2 


0 | courteſy 
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© courteſy: and kindneſs. | Theſe yon ſay, 
ate but appearandes. And would to God 
ve cduld be perſuaded, in the firſt. place, 
to aſſume theſe appearances from Chriſ- 
tian motives! Raſtrain the firſt expteſ- 
ſions of reſentment :; let it not darken 
_ theiſage, or en venom the lips; you will 
ſoon find the bleſſed effects of ſuch ſelf-go- 
vernment. The mind will grow gradually 


mort aud more eompoſed: yon will feel 


will return to calm, ſeribus and devout 
reflection; you will conſider that the 
moſt digniſied canduct, is that which is | 
_ required: by our Ohriſtian calling. And 
your benevolenoe, thus in vigorated, ſhall 
riſe ſuperiout tei the little oonteſts and 
anichaſities, that ſubdue the man of 2 
dehaſad and con, ed pit. mip: 
Ait e t oif1ft W not ole Aton! 
Bou full, it u perverſely aſked, Hate 
de iben o treat dur curmies a if 

they were our denroſt friends? Was 


ir 
ee Nanu 0 
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to careſs; them, to confide in them, to 


communicate with thoſe who would 
betray us, and to take to our boſomg 


* the ferponts that would ting us? 
Common ſenſe and. reaſon are our ſuffi- 
Me know that there are degrees of love: 
chat its Objects are various and ſuſfici- 
ently diſtinguiſhable: that it would! he 
not only weak, but highly criminal, not 
to make the due diſtinctions.— Some en- 
mities, , indeed, may be of ſuch a kind, 
1 to be readily... converted. into cordial 
friendſhips.. And brotherly afſection may 


be ſo fixed and firm, as to reſiſt the 


flame of | caſual reſentment. Ia other 
caſes; the placable diſpaſition, how ſin- 
cere and how afleRtionate ſoe ver, un 
be guided hy diſerstion. In others again, 
a, contraxicty of temper once experienoed. 
may tequirt a total eſtrangement, even 
| _ eee: 78 
UE 9 and. Chriſ- 
511 n 
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tians' avaſt Rill retain che temper of hu- 
manity and chätity; muſt be meek; 
placable and patient; muſt diveſt 172 888 
ſelves: of every, degree” of malice, re- 
nouncv every purpoſe of L 
preſerve that ſerene and conciliating ſpi- 
tit, whieb, if it doth not extinguiſh the 
animoſity of n will at leaſt allay its 
violence,” Ji T8 * Sidi OH Rams NI 5 
You ont: 1 gn ind Hoo 7:00 104 
Aus here, by Thi. way. e 
ſerve that the very perfection of our 
Lord's doQrines; hath given occaſion to 


| tbe * enen to Mlaſpheme e and by 22 


focting to underſtand them, with an ex- 
trabagance of 'rigour; he hath ſometimes 
totally miſrepreſented the genius of our 
religion. Chriſt, for example, ineulcates 
that reaſoriable! indifference to the things 
of this life, which befits thoſe Who look 
for their abiding place in another. Hence 
it is pet verſely iuferred, that the Chriſtian 
is taüght to be totally detached from al! 


£ft£17 the 


ay 
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me intereſts and incidents of the world: 


as if we were not here placed in an ac- 
tive ſcene, and bound to a variety of 
ſocial duties. Out religion forbids all 
pride, inſolence, and revenge. Hence it 
is perverſely  inferted; that Chiiſtiahity 
tends to extinguiſh the generous ſpirit of 
maii,” td debaſe and to enſla be him, As 
if haughtineſs and inſolence were not 
marks of the meaneſt ſpirit; and as if 
the angry paſſions were not our ſevereſt 
tyrants. We ate commanded o forgive 
and love our enemies. Hente wt are in- 


ſulted with the ſenſeleſs inftiefice, that 


ö 


our religion is unfriendly to ſociety; that 
it fetuces. us to 'an abject Nate of apa | 
thy, ts a paſſive and unlimited bu 
ſion! ; chat it commands us to reſign o 
deareſt intereſts; and thoſt of all arou- 
us, to the will bean . P 
the Tubje@ of Chrt's kingdom were r 
t dhe fame tinis citizen end cart“ 
n rat tat 
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nn bee * een 5 ? 
\Buz, we ſhall be in no danger either of 

2 lr ot rigorous. interpretation of the 

Precept before us, if, in the ſecond place, 


we conſider the particular 
which our love — 


#7 = 


tan embittered nem. 


e Gi 
our 
bleſſed Lord. In the midſt of reviling 


and execration, when reproach and 
tumely are poured, out upon us, our — 
Snag muſt be. peaccable and gentle, 
ant rendering railing for railing,” And 
it is a precept neither. unreaſonable; nor 
ſevere. For if our enemy be unjuſt . to- 
wards, he, we ate te take care,: 86 in 


. ns ſeduce, us into f. He 


> „ N N * f may 
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SE R MON NMX. ths. 
may deſpiſe, but we are to revere, the 
rule of Chriſtian charity. The greater 
our provocation, the ſtricter guard ſliould! 
we maintain over our irritable paſſions. - 


ſhould we labour to reclaim and reſtore 
him. And it is the n anner that 
« turteth away wrath';” the mild and be- 
nevalent exprefſion of an. unruffled mind 
that allays its fury; that teaches the moſt 
violent of what manner of ſpirit they 
at-their-own' ihteryperate and headfirong 
paſſion. {1369 1 As ni d Seat 
ids, o ton; 292m, bas logging Hive 
Bur the language of dhe lips may be 
diſſembledy:and- worldly mati ves dictate 
what the heart doth net feel. We are 
therefore to love! our} chemies, not in 
word only, bat in deed. We unte to 


66 SER MON MX. 
— wvirſipn, they may - rightfully demand 
fromvys. -:And their rights are not for- 
ſites]! either bythe —— 
orn ther vialenge of x :: The rela- 
tions in which an des 
 miycentitle:himto ſomething more than 
ict juſtice. But, to ſtate his pteten 
fonis at the lowaſt, he hatli the claims 

Lain. grout: lum drin. In numberleſs 
_ - maſtances out benevolence may be ex- 
 tendeil beyond the common - offices: of 
humatity : and vr do good: to them that 
with gentleneſs. and meckneſs we labour 
toi canvinee! them; that they! bave miſ- 
talen our canduR;:and; conceived: dif- 
_affcQionate-/ and gratefol „ or that we 
_ tontepair it. I ia pride, my brethren, 
it ia pride, thatikceps: un hack from a 
aoihov ; | a4 thouſand 


* 
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Wound of thoſe . 
tions, thoſe" amiable and gracious offices 
of ' benevolence; which ſubdue the re. 
ſentment of out brother; compoſe his 
difordered mind, and make it overflow 
with remorſe and affectionate recontili- 
ation. We call it ſpirit ; but wo call it 
not atight. It is meanneſs. If we have 
indeed à dignifſeti ahd exalted ſpirit; we 
cannot dllplay it more Alluftriovſſy, chan 
in the glorious diſtinctions of our naturt 
and: oetion, 4 contempt of injuries, 
and an unvonquerable benevolenee: 
— 175 IN Hiro . FAS VT 21 b is IN 133& N | 
Bor the ebethy⸗ may ſoern dur chark 
table offices; he way not need them; 
it may dot be in our power to perſorm 
them ; or we may de him ſbme degree 
of good, ab well us ſpeak kindly th Rim, 
from wotldly motives, without ſincere 
affeRtion: We ate therefore tö give a 
proof vf our Chriſtian diſpoſition toward 
I adverſary, All. leſs equivocal. - We 
WWW 


448 ERM ON RR. 
Neſence of the great ſearcher of hearts, 

mne eon ur on ſouls, we are to pour 
' outofibning brother. - If his underſtand- 
19g be, darkened,” we acc) carneftly. and 
hoohly do petition for that calightening 
ſpitit, which ſhall JireR bim. If his heart 
ner our ander ſhould N 

greater beak and fervency — we en- 
treat for m: for wo: have the clearer 
and note ſtriking convigion of his dan- 
ter. Hut if we ovaſclyes have provoked 
die aerimeuy if we have been the cauſe 
of; botraying kim into unchriſtian violence 
ond nοον what ſhould be the fervour 
of onr ſupplioation, that our pride and 
| ee, e e ee 
IV e Hin Feen nd 
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to our brother and that — | 


our 8 4 1 
; . = * U . ot 
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wy even Kilda; labour to guard 


our hearts, and purify our affections. ' We 
may from decency, ſlightly, or hypocriti- 
cally, breathe: out a prayer before) men, 


enemy, while malice rankles within us, 


and we ate impatient for revenge. Nay 
this affected moderation and pious: with 


him. But the prayer vrhich charity re- 


quires; is | ſecret; ſinoere, and fervent; 
not merely for forgiveneſs of his! offence 
againfl us, but for alb thoſ@ good things, 
of w,ꝭKͤwe are bound to be the inſtru- 
ment, ſo far! as unt abilities! and oppor» 

tunitkes may admit 


of S eee ni io of N 
CH 


, aviNinds Ich. . 


may be nothing more than an indiredt 
charge of | injuſtice and offence: againſt 
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150 8 E RMO N MX. 
Sucn i is he precept of the text. It is 
the ſacred law of God : that word which 
ſhall never 'paſs away, whatever be tho 
variable ppinions, the ignorant maxims, 
and corrupted cuſtoms: of the world. 
Aud the command is rtaſonable and 
gracious. It ſecutes the peace and com- 
fort of dur preſent day, and it trains us 
to the enjoyment of everlaſting peace 
and happineſs. And hy not that it is 
too exalted, / or too difficult to be obeyed. 
ture of this world. It may be too diſſi - 
cult for the man whoſe paſſions: have 
' grown dutrigeous by indulgence. But 
we are not merely orcatures af this world 
we: r NE Ie Tg 
intereſts: . tho 
children af this world:contend. And re · 

member, it is our bounden duty and our 
n to n 
Have „ * | chriſtian 


SER MO N XX. 135. 
chriſtian temper, to court and opltivate 
that ineſtimable grace, Which is long: ſuf : 
| fering, and kind, and gentle; Which is | 
table, or ſuſpicious; which forms u raſh 
judgments conceives no unrea ſenabls 
prejudices, views all human aQzongin;the = 
the bittereſt diſappointment of theſe 
hopes, enduring all things.. Thus ſhall 
we raiſe up dur heart to true chriſr 
tian petfection, inſtead of endeavouring 
ta bring down the goſpel- precepts, to the 
level of our own abaſement. And, thus 
ſhall we ſmooth. the path of duty, laying 
_ aſide every weight, and caſting down 
every obſtacle that might retard our pro- 
greſs; quenehing animoſity, ſubduing 
pride, reſtraining every remainder of 
_ wrath, and ring en erf turbulent 
an 1 i 


1332 SERMON M. 
Pobn into our hearts, O Lord 1 thin 
moſt endellent gift of charity. Nepait 
what hath: bee deſtroyed, compoſe what 
our offences.' Diſpoſe their hearts to pur. 
don, whom! we may have offended, | If 
Uiey''be violent, let thy gracious ſpirit 
aug and purify our affecticns: that we, 
name, when ſtriſe and animoſity ſhall be 
u more, may be received into the man- 
dens of love; and peace, and felicitg, 
EY n n , 19. 19 . 
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The Tongue the Teft of Religion. 
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ile General of Sr. Lunz, chap. 1. 
verſe 26. 
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ams 
am man among . 'feem to Fr reli. 
Lion, and bridleth not ius tongue, but 
dacervet firs: own 2275 that mn. reli. 
ee üer YE Ne 12 
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needs no ctitical-diſcuiflion 2) it contains 


wow. its original 06eafton-and: deſign, R 


184 SERMON XX. 
is addreſſed to us all; it concerns us all. 
ſmite the hearts of many, conſcious of 
that licenſe we have all indulged, and 
perhaps not duly attentive to its dan- 
n and 3 nature. | 
q BY vation 
WI neee of the 
offences-of the tongus by the ſlight im- 
preſſions which they make on our own 
minds. wy are at .ongs - loſt an for- 
gotten. ' We therefore cannot readily 
conceive that they have an eſſential ma- 
| laſting and extenſive. The man who 
hath this day joined in our religious ex- 
erciſos, may ſay within himſelf, *;Good 
4 Mays een mag in, the 4 
. eee . the caſual 
+:effufions of levity, or the ſudden burſt 
Hof paſſion, tender all my ſervice vain 
and itieffeQual ? And true it is, that 
21 the 
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SERMON” XX. 133 
the all-gracious Being who' knoweth 
whereof 'we are made; will not be extreme 


to mark What is done, or what is ſaid 


amiſs; from inſirmity ot ſurpriae. But 
before we endeavour to extenuate onr 
offences, or ſpeak peace to what we call 
our infirmities, let us firſt examine our 
general conduct, and be aſſured that we 
have rally laboured to live in the fear 
and ſerviee of the Almighty: And bete; 
the words of Saint james will be our 
aſſiſtanee and direction. I ſhall lay be- 
fore you the partieulars contained in 
them: and they will be found profitable 
for correction and inſtrudion, unleſs they 
be received with careleſs indifference 
and that the heater of God's will and 
word, with obſtinacy perſiſts in not mak- 
ing any efforts to keep his thoughts col- 


= 2 


lected, or even his tongue bridled, When, 
if his religion be not vain, his attention 


ould bd earneſt and devout,” yay n 
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1% SERMON; XX. 
Wu ſee then, ia the firſt place, that 

the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, what ſhould awak- 
* en the beſt among us to ſeriouſneſs and 

6 — 

not che mere, formal, aſſumed appear 
ane of the hypoerite, by which other 
men may be deccived ; but ſomething fo 
playGble, yet ſo fallacious, as to deceive 
gur on hearts, and to perſuade; us that 
our religion is really — i 
mo Uh . ſalvation. 


* 
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| IN the. AG amo 
coſy and an obvious teſt, by which we 
may prove our own ſelves, in a 
of ſuch exoeeding moment. The 1 ſual 
reftraint, I mean, or licenſe of our tongue. 
So that in every hour of our worldly in · 
texcourſe, we have our faithful witneſs, 
to teſtify of what manner of ſpitit we 
a7 | ally 
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eee eee 
„f Rig Hen Rif din 


To ſet Capo ede | 
Pr more ſtriking light, I ſhall 
begin with conſidering, what in charity 
muſt de ſuppoſed the caſe of many, h 
this day attend on our publick ordinances, 
and | liſten to the word delivered. Von 
have been trained in the Goſpel precepts, 
from ydur youth up, until now. Yeu 
believe in God's promiſes and threaten 
ings; in the means he hath appointed 
for our ſalvation; in the cterual felicity 
or miſery of another liſe. You are not 
unaffected by theſe objects: you are ſeu- 
fible of your backſlidings I you-acknow- | 
yon hayeibeen nme 

ment: you petition ſor God's merey: | 
you form fr ſolutions of amendment. In 
ſuch bleſſod diſpoſitions vou appear in 
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158 S E RMO N XX. 
at the Lord's holy table. Surely theſt 
are fair and promiſing appearandes; and 
ſuch as it would be utterly uncharita ble 
te itnpeath;/ or 0 ſuſped; / Vet the 
Apoſtle-hath aſfured us that a man may 
ſeem even to himſelf to be religious, 
ben his heart is deceived; and his reli 
gion vain. And in out own caſe, it is 
ſafeſt- to be jealous and ſcrupulous in 
| | out enquiry whether we have the real 
power, us well as the form: of godl- 
eie bog nee 20 nt SVN 
borniogar Men Se 2ng3c Sit nt 
r os then proteed in this * 
tant enquiry wich caution and attention. 
We have framed oor iin ds to the reli: 
 gious/loxcreiſes of this place. We have 
joined ſincerely: with: our fellow-otitiſtians 
innthe duty of publik worſhip: We 
have been attentive” hearers of God's 
Word! Our impreſſions are! ſerious and 
devour; But W RuO that they ſhould 
be alſt deep, laſting and effectual 
uf | . Suppoſe 


14 
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SERMON N. rg 
moment retiring from our religious aſ- 
ſembly. Let him attend to the directions 
of Saint James; and he ſhall at once 
diſcover Whether his heart be or be not 
right towards God- If his immediate 


diſcourſe be of the world, its buſineſs, 


or its pleaſures: if even before his de- 
parture from the houſe of God he be 
things in which! he. hath been engaged, 
or to project the ſcheme of ſome future 
engagement; be then hath but too good 


_ reaſon to ſuſpect, that devotional thoughts 


are: not habitual to him, that he hath 
aſſumed them in ſome ſort, by con- 
ſtraint: like a robe of ceremony, in 


vich he finds himſelf embarraſſed, and 


of which he is impatient to be 4 
Ao ogarvonas lim of ,ovfgilos 
cenie want htc oa 


On if the bee wee he-hath 


blwodt. 7: 
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fill the tongue may diſcover ſomething 
to impeach the purity and integrity of 
his #cbgjious profeffiuns. Suppoſe, for 

inſtance, he hath liſtened to a diſcourſe 
dclivened rom this plate. If truly celi- 
Wen heed how he bean: 
mne ua before him. 
In ſuch particulars I have been: in- 
ſtructed: I muſt proſit by the:know- 
ledge thus received. Here, I have boen 
juſtiy reproved : I muſt reform. I have 
born ded into à train of religious ro- 
© Metion : I muſt purſue it“ Thus 
ſhould he vommune with his own heart. 
His lips will then utter the dictates of 
a true and lively piety. He will take 
enlighten, he will encourage thoſe amnd 
him. But ſhould” his obſervations. be 
met | 9355 ſhould 


tte word, as to an exerciſe of ſkilk and 


5 


equally unimpottantʒ his tongur, in ſuch 
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— —— 
volous remarks on his utterance, hi 

K —-4 
or vehemence, or any other circumſtandes 


his religion. It at leaſt diſcovers, that 
he is not deeply impreſſed, and reve- 
rently affected: for herhath liſtened to 


ingenuity, by which his fancy is to be 
entertained, and his affected delicaey in- 


dulged; not as to u plain expoſition of | 


matter the moſt momentous that can be 


and never dan fall fruitleſs, but ow: foul- 
unprepared for its reception: 
-#of (avdibogos it aο ͥ U οτννj) 
Ax if ſuch unreſtraned effuſiom of 
the lips aſſotd ſome ſuſpicion, that W 


religious impreſſions are; at leaſt, not 
3 M ſufficiently” 


* 


no further proof that we are not poſ- 


_- conceive of our ſpiritual condition, how- 


| * 


162 8E R NON XX. 
ſuſkeiently deep and foreible; there are 


Ather inſtances, in which the unbridled 


dongte declares but too plainly, that our 


_ acligion is entirely vain. One of theſe 


the Apoſtie hath immediately in view: 
n this admonition is directly pointed at 
againſt thoſe who differ: from them in 


ſomeii particulars: of doctrine, or cere- 


monial practice. Should we find our- 
_ ®- grievous: offence it is) ſhould our lips 
diſcover: the intemperance and pride and 
malignity that nge within us, we need 


Aeſſed with the. meck, the peaceahle, the 
patient, and -cliantable ſpirit of Chriſt's 


religion; andi that, whatever opinion we 


1 n 
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tongue doth. 
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Sine Tehfible  finpteffions "of "the Spirit,” 
ſo6/{tddett impülfe to efilightefl their 
nds or to renety their hearts, the peſ- 
tient effect is HIM! entreaſtd. The real 
poem of ektraerdinary pifts, we are 
aff” had a" dangerous ttiffuente, in 
pumug up the minds of many thus illuf- 
ee eee The vais image 
nation öf poffeſſing them, muff natu- 
operate in the fame manner. But 
however, or from whatever kauſe, men 
are betrayed into acrimonions expreſſi ons 
Againſt others, it W manifeR” and it "bes 
Hoves them ſrrioufly to cbnffder, that 
ther” refigion muff be vain, when they 
dffcover not only want of thoſe cha- 
Has by which the true Thrifffan is 
Me40'thit of Chris Holy Gefpet. 
dun on- vin xi torik nodes: „ 
BU Faizy be tolck that they tb whom 
1 noh adde, ef are not Wkely to 
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417 a 


or the arrogance of an enthuſiaſt: chat 
their views are leſs confined, and their 
ſentiments more liberal. And true Kt | 
that the faſhionable language of ohr 
day, is that of forbearance, and indul- 
gence, to all men of whatever religious 
practices or opinions. And would to 
God. that it was ever dictated by the true 
rity ! But he muſt be little con verſant in 
this world, who doth. not diſcern, that 
ſuch language, how. fair and plauſible 
foever, oftentimes beſpeaks a temper ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with true religion. For 
to be, the language of total indifference 
an inſolent contempt of all alike. 
Fir Teas Svaitod TH bus 5 of Slory 
Bur though we ſhould not proceed. to 
the extreme of what is falſely called re- 


finement and philoſophy, fill we may 
have .reaſon to ſuſpect eee | 


29091h999 
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auch awful devotion which dwells i in the 
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kath — 


. Was ee if the expreſſions of 
ohr lips do not accord with that ferious 


 Uuly religious breaſt; or if in any iy 
we be tempted to conform to the incon- 
ſiderate or prophane language of 'a cor: 
rupted world, inſtead of ſo guarding our 
Sonvetfation, that its graciouſneſß and 
Purity and piety uy” as ee. 
"of the Goſpell ene 
. N 24/44 11 - 1::2tt; AGE! * 144 
Fon de in chien the un- 
bridled tongue betrays the vanity of our 
Pibtendes to religion,” we muſt tequr to 
the lives and intercourſe" of many, "wha 
profeſs to be, and really enn they 
Het ne. bloodt ow dovods ru 
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ſaid alſo, ©. thou halt love | thy neighbour as 


tel lt is not merely to publick or 


to pri vate devotion, that the gracious pro- 


miſes of the goſpel are vouchſafed ; buʒt 
to meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart, to 


- 
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gentleneſa, and kindneſs, and brotherly 


love, to the pure and peaceable, to the 
thinketh no evil, that hopeth all things, 
and believeth all things, and in one word, 
is thoroughly impreſſed with every cha- 
racter of chriſtian charity. Without theſe, 
vwhoſoever liveth is counted dead befote 
the Lord; and whoſoever, without theſe; 
profeſſeth to be his follower, ſhall receive 
that tremendous ſentence, * « T7 know thee 
nt... 10 an ft, ape. 145 
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168 SERMON XX. 
wnoumged the groſſer offences of the fleſh : 


vie may be true and juſt in our dealings: 
we may give liberally of our goods to 


- "feed tie poor: and we may be conſtant 
a our religious eertiſes. In theſe things 


a 


on dhe tale of ſlander;-or-delights/in the 


vitulent; in theſe, and other like caſes 


we do well. But let us try and examine 
 eurſeives, whether we | have.-petformed 
ie whole good. pleafure of God. I our 
tongur betray a reſtleſs inquiſitive ſearch 
hayt uo neceiſarꝝ or reaſonable concern; 
if in bo. employed in enquiring into the 
faulis and failings of our neighbour; in 
divulging, diſplaying, and aggravating 


his erhours or (offences; if it pronounces 


raſh judgment, or whiſpers uncharitable 
ſuſpicion : if it dwells with complapeney 


effuſions, of hatred, malice, or revenge; 
if it be bitter or reproachful, enflamed or 


we: n ae there are n 
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S ERMON NM. 69 
that we muſt expel the dangerous and 
peſtilent inhabitants, with Wbom * 
ow of God au eee not to dwell. 

29-7 00920; AO 16 bal . 
80 obvious ani ESR that teſt 
propoſes. The 4 — 


good treaſure of his heart bringeth forth 


forth that which is evil, bringeth it from 
fore muſt be evil. Such is the ſentence 
of unerring wiſdom; to which the pride 
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- Learn, dad: to bee of 
the offences of the tongue. When we 


indulge its extravagances, / or ſuſſer its 
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the nature of this abundance. In gene- 
ral; Lay; for it cannot be denied, that 
ther are ſometimes! found inſtances of 
a compoſed and cautious tongue, per- 
petually lying againſt the dictates of the 
fair and decent ſpecch. But not to in- 
erite ſhould ever act his part ſo care- 
fully, that his thoughts ſhould never, at 
any moment of inattention, be diſco- 
vered by this ſpeech; let us learn from 
him, and, from more exalted motives, 
labour to preſerve our tongues pure and 
uncorrupt. Thus ſhall we, in effect, re- 
gulate our thoughts and affections. By 
Jo far teſtraining their exceſſes, that they 
ann appear in our 2 ve 


Apoſtle James beet that „ f am | | 
- #/2nan end ner in: ward, the Jame 1 1@ | 
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effect nan; he hath procteded to 
great attainments in religion, and riſen 
to an happy and exalted growth i in grace: 
W! and is able al to bridle the whole body.” 
By bridling the tongue, whoſe" exceſſes 
are ſudden and -impetuous, he ſhewe a 
power of reſtraining other parts of his 
nature, where the di ſorders admit of 
more deliberate management, and the 
exceſſes do not furprize, and burſt upon 
n with eee | 

* o. 3 

* With then! Doth bade exact 
webe our lips, i rigid, that 
wwe are to converſe under z perpetual 
+ terrour of tranſgreſſing, and be for 
© ever condemned to 4 gloomy caution 
and reſerve dy no means! It is 
not the chearful expreſſſon of good- will 
and kindneſb, the ſprightly oommüni- 
cation of friends and "compariſons," "the 
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172 8E RM ON, XX. | 
mirth, or any blamgleſs intercourſe, or 
any innocent enjoyments. of this ſocial 
ſate, that can juſtly impeach, the truth 
| — No; not ate dhe cautions 
n cd, either gloomy; or {cr 
bene, bey are, equally friendly io the 

pleaſurable. connen ions of this life, 38. to 
| the, purity and integrity, of our, Chriſtian 
profeſſion. . What art the rules of world- 
ly . civility and gend breeding, a8 it is 
called? That we recommend ourſelves 
to the attention of thoſe around us, and 
conciliate their regard and favour: that 

for; this purpoſe our, ſpeech, ſhould be 
maodeſt, courteous, and obliging ; not 
proud and co dus, not moroſe 
and peeviſn, not Main, affected, or aſ- 
ſuming. What is the rule of 2, religious 
copycrſation ? Not merely that we. ſhould 
betray nothing offenſive to our peigh- 
bur, but that our ſpeech ſhould be the 
genuine and ſincere effuſion, of kind- 
A action, of meckneſz and ſim- 


Anim | | plicity, 


in the ſight of Gegomut 15; etiriq7t bel 
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pliety, of all thoſe Chriſtian virtues, 


which are the ſupport and ornament of 


Woeiety: If a fair appearance be neceſ- 
ſuty te gain the affectiom of our neigh- 


bour, truth and reality muſt bo ſtill more 


effectual So that, to be gracious in the 


eys of man, it is cor ſureſt and vcadieſt 
coe to approve. "ourletves acceptable 


et ni _yisemqany  thibnoft 302 ; 500 
Ad chen we guard our tongue with 
ſo much care and bantion in the pre- 
ſence of an earthly ſuperiour, leſt we 
ſhould offend by any thing ungracious, 


any thing that mignt hetray an untu- 


toted of depraved mind; let us at the 


fame ume remember that we have a 
ſupefleur i heaven; the awful witneſs 


mal judge us for! every at uννι 
that 4s, every word expreſſive of a c- 
rüpted beart, as well as for every other 


bu Irrſtaflcc of offener 
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An when we labour ſo aflidupuſly, 
and prepare ſo carefully, to appear with 
ſo as to be received with favouti by our 
ſello m- mortals; let us remember that we 
att ſent. into this world, to be trained 
and formed for the ſociety of thoſe bleſ- 
ſed ſpirits that ſutraund the throne, "= 
God ; for ſtandirig perpetually in his 
3 rpg eternal 
dom. SN A 3 tis 36 85 
ok ig St 9 84 2 nts 5 
cter pteſent suse and all our 
ways, and all our; wommunigation - di- 
tected to the attainment. of it; then may 
we be aſſured, that Our hearts are not 
deceived that our religion is not vain. 
And may the gracious Spirit of the Lord 
ſo poſſeſt and purify our ſoula, that the 
words of our mouth, 4 well as the me- 

AR - — 


SERMON XX. 175 
acceptable in his fight! Even in thy 
ſight, O great and glorious Lord, whoſe 
creatures we are, whoſe mercies we have 
received, and by whoſe ineſtimable good- 
neſs, we are taught and nurtured in the 
purity and perfection of Chriſt's holy 
Goſpel ! 8 
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courſe af his — — into 4 
certain dillage, he ws met by ten 

afflicted with the fore diſeaſe of leroy; 
who Were, conſequently, obliged to keep 


\{cparate. from othem. This melancholy 
company of the wretched; and abhorred 
having heard of the fame of Jeſus, and 
the various inſtances 1 in which his power 
and goodneſs had been difplayed, lift up 
their 8 and implore his _compaſlion. 
It was inſtantly — 1 
eommanded that they ſhould ſhew them- 
ſelxes to the prieſts, who were ta teſtify 
their xecovery, and 10 re-adait them 
into the congregstion, in the manner, 
and with the cautions and purifications 


2215 e 1 in the levi cat la Mic ind Cas 
hey went, 190 | were chanſed?” * for the 
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SER MON XI. y 
Wers we no further acquainted-with 
the hiſtory of this tniracle; we mighi na- 
turally conclude, that theſe men; thus 
reſtored; muſt ha ve betn uſfected depplyit 
and that in their ſudden rapture of joy, 
they muſt have burſt · forth, in the muſt 
animated ſtrains of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving. And were à fable or ſi tion to 
be formed; ſuch oirtumſtantes of embel⸗ 
liſnmem miglit Have readiy bon fag 
geſted to the inventot· But the ſauted 
orucles of tiuth repteſemt our natuie us it 
is, and te actions and occurrences of 
ust, ue they re im dived and reality. 
They - sMfaren us, that nne of theſe 
vretched vreatures, Wh had recoived 
ſuch Mercy, went ondtheip way, without 
a due ſenſe, or at leaſt a. due acknow-= 
ledgment, of this mercy: While a tenth, 
alone f unde Hot dr να End in ſtrücted 
in the perſeg knowledge bf God, ſtruck 
with the fuddem teſtorutlof of his Health, 
Cenfibledthat it was! the Lord's doing; re 
15 „„ turned; 


ce and attegtipn, with ſerious, and ſo-— 


fo SERMON XXI. 
turned-z;caſt himſelf at the feet of Jeſus, 
in bleſſing -and-/ thankſgiving, in praiſe 
and; adoration ; proclaiming loudly that 
divine power which had viſited him; and 
magnifying that 3 wha 
nn 6 Sei Hum 
Auna bar Sis I iI bai: 
-: Qui Lord points the attention of his 
followers-to: this: extraordinary ſpectacle, 
that thæy miglit derive the dus inſtruction, 
both from the rapture of gratitude ex- 
ful inſonſibility of his, companions, 
Mere there math ten cleanſed?:!: ſaith he, 
25 if with ſurpxiae and indignation: . hut 
t 0here are the: nine q There are not found 
* that returned;ta give glory iu Cd, fave 


— ”» A a 
4H firangerer ht to 1 dn 2b 6 


Hint 5 idw yam wide 1nomebol 
+» My: brethren leit is our bounden duty 
t9,zead and meditate in God word with 


lemn reflection, n 
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in operation, even to piercing and laying 
open the hearts and conſciences of men 
detecting every ſectet depravity 'and/! cots 
ruption ; and forcibly impelling us to the 
ee work of reformation. Bug 20m 
vis 55 roms d ton Ante 
2 dh ee portion of 

| mh ſacred records as profitable For wr» 
* redfion, for inſtructum in righteouſniſs '! 
We are to bring it immediately to our 
own breaſts. We are to conſider whether 
we ourſelves: have not dran deeply df 
the fountain of divine goodneſs. We are 
to aſk our own: hearts, how we have te- 
ceived the treaſure of God's ineſtimable 
merey; ho we have been affected by 
it; what ſenſe we:haverretainel und 
what care we have employed, in theiap- 
ee W — — of it. _ 
e — it e my: preſent 
purpoſe to aſſiſt you im ſuctr 'refleds 
Mons. n et Iüttlꝛötf 
wgh © Figsw 
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Fist then, A miraculous difpenſa- 
tion of merey is not indeed granted to 
the beſt among us. The purpoſes of di- 
tention and reflection will give us as firm, 
though not ſo overpowering a conviction 
of the bleſſings we have received, as if 
our ſenſes were immediately impreſſed 
vvith ſome extraordinary inſtance of mer- 
er. Me know and are aſſured: that the 
ther is over all his works: that in him 
we Ive and move; and ſiaue aur being; 
ſupported, directed, inſtructed, and pre- 
ſerved;'' by the penpetual agency of the 
that the: intereſts. and concerns of every 
individual among us are governed by his 
power and goodneſa, who, through the 
_ vaſticirevit of creation, commands, con- 
trodls,; and diſpoſesy to whoſe power all 
things are obedient; from whoſe wiſdom 
nothing is concealed; and in whoſe 
rea | fight 


| Line 9 among” SIR 
the bleſſings he hath-received, not lightly 
or careleſely, but with ſerious and deep 
reflection. Let us conſider hat we are, 
what hath; been our paſt courſe of life, 
and ho we are at this moment employ- 
ed. We ate the creatures of God's good- 
neſs, the redeemed of his mercy and com- 
paſſion ; inſtructed in his will, purchaſed: 
at an ineſtimable pries and teſtored to 
tranſgreſſion. We have lived in careleſs 
indifference, at ldaſt withbut das regard, 
to the duties of our vocations! Ver here 
we ute ſill admitted to proſtrat 
before the throne of grace; here we ure 
invited to meditate in the oracles of hea- 
venly wiſdom ; and here the word of ex- 
kortation is ſtill ſounded in our ears.” And 
is it a ſmall thing; that the merey of the 
n Almighty 


184 SERMON XII. 
Almighty! hath vouchſafed to us thoſe in- 
eſtimable means of ſalvation? That he 
ſtill exhorts us forcibly, and entreats us 
aſſectionately, to be reconciled to him? 
That he hath ſuſpended the verigeance 
due. to our inſenſihility, or out rejection 
of his, gracious invitations, and our utter 
ynprofitableneſs under the diſpenſations 
of his merey Them is not an indivi- 
dual among us, who is not a ſtriking in- 
Nance of God's ng No, not 
confeſs, with ſhame; and —— 
it is: by-that pazienae hand lobg-ſuffering 
which big; offences, ha ve xeſiſted and de- 
ſpiſed : hob hathlinoH ng ſince been 
plunged into, che deptho of divine :wphth. 
The-indiflexence,.and obſtinacy of many 
among us, have, alas] been / lengthened: 
ont to late period. through a long life 
of corruption: called. hat not obedient; 
| admoniſhed, but h nt. gorreRed,.,;:; And 
ſutehy it. is a mercy amutterable, that we 


vidorm! A. have 
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have been ſpared, that we may ſtill 
awaken out of ſleep; that the bleſſings 


of redemption are ſtill recalled to our 
view, and preſt upon our thoughts; and 


that the gracious aſſiſting- ſpirit of the 
Lord is Rill ready to return, and to ena- 


ble us to walk worthy of the vocation 
A I SPI 


3 2 we * of thoſe ſviritual 


often ſpeak. to men prepoſſeſſed by the 
things of this life: and whoſe hearts are 
wholly 4 fixed on worldly bleflings. Theſe, 


in our blindneſs and perverſeneſs, we are 
tempted to complain, have been withheld 


from us. Riches have not been poured 
in upon us. We are not born in gran- 
deur, honour, and abundance. We have 


not attained to the utmoſt wiſhes, which 


covetouſneſs or . or bite 
e u ob 109 


| den 


12 


bleſſings freely granted to us all, we too 
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ently ſuperiour to all the momentary 


186 SERMON XXI. 
Hrxzix, again, hath: the almighty 
diſpoſer of all things manifeſted his mer- 
cy to the man of low eſtate. We ſhall 
all be judged, not by the number of our 
talents, but by our faithfulneſs in apply- 
ing and | improving: them. And if we 
have received little, our truſt is diſcharged 
with leſs danger and difficulty. - Our pre- 
ſent Rtate is that of trial and preparation 
for a life to come. Thoſe worldly cir- 
cumſtances, therefore, muſt be pronounced 


the happieſt, in which we are enabled to 


walk with leaſt difficulty or Interruption, 
in the ways of everlaſting happineſs. 
To eſtimate the happineſs of a redeemed 
creature by the appendages of mortality, 
is a mean and childiſh prejudice. Bleſſed 
be God, we are too enlightened to enter- 
tain it; and in the midſt of worldly 
abaſement, we are cheered with the proſ- 
pect of a glorious exaltation, tranſcend- 


at glitter 
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glitter of this mortal ſtate. And ſhould 
we ever find the firſt emotions of pride 
and vanity and ſenſuality ariſing in our 
corrupted hearts, ſurely we muſt deem it 
an ineſtimable mercy, that we are warn- 
ed by our worldly condition to ſuppreſs 
and ſubdue them, inſtead of being con- 
demned to perpetual opportunities of in- 
dulging them, and enflaming thoſe dead- 
of the * Yor tl! ! 


Non is there any man, me nlp 
(who doth not judge by a compariſon 
with thoſe he raſhly imagines to be more 
highly favoured ; who doth not repine at 
the want of what he calls bleſſings, but 
which, if obtained; might prove the ſe- 
vereſt inflictions of God's wrath; ;—nor 
is there any man, I ſay, of any condition) 
vrho paſſes, with a ſudden” glance of 
thought, through the-tranſaQions- of his 
extraordinary inſtances of mercy; vouch- 

501 ſafed 


188 SERMON XXI. 
ſafed to him; perhaps in his deliverance 
from danger and calamity, his reſtoration 
from malady and miſery; in the bright- 
neſs of that favour which hath ſuddenly 
diſpelled the gloom of worldly diſtreſs; 
in the proſperity of his handy work, and 
the bleſſings vouchſafed by Providence to 
his honeſt induſtry; in his family enjoy- 
ments, and the heart- felt comforts ariſing 
from the cloſer and more endearing con- 
nexions of life; in the aſſiſtance he hath 
received from others, and perhaps in the 
benefits by which he hath. been enabled 
"nn them. mAet v1 Pet Hire 
36 KHqR Or £107 rw ; bono et eitgid 
OR even in the moſt cines ir- 
— worldly diſtreſs, it is the 
mercy of our heavenly father, that hath 
Vviſited us; that recalleth us to devout 
refleQion; directeth us to the ſource we 
real | comfort, humbleth our pride, and 
granteth us the fair oocaſion of exerciſing 
2 20 tude, 
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es and making, our light, affliftions 
& work. for. us 4. far more ne and 
1 eternal werght Ke ig r M 
een ee e ma e e Ria 7 
jr ——— we were 3 hs 
goodneſs of God, redeemed by his infi- 
nite;;compaſſion, inſtructed in his will, 
nurtured in his law, deſtined to everlaſi- 
ing glory, fitted and enabled to work 
out our ſalvation; bleſt with many world · 
ly comforts ; denied thaſe deluſions which 
in our blindneſs we imagined / to be 
bledſipgss:20d, ig; ous-afflictions, taught, 
(if w8-wul indeed, learn). that all things 
work together for. good to them chat love 
Sadness foldawd' oft mw annid; 114 
0 03 Jon 516%9W. iH : roi: brig 
dhl in we, and will, ofſerpe theſe 
**0 HHHABS» even: ge Shall undenfland tlie 
5 loving indngſr gf tue Lord. o And in 
cher language ofi the {ame royal pſalmiſt 
they ſhall ery; out Mah. O bord mr 
G5 Gedulare tun wonderful. works. which th 
2fl3 * haft 
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« haft done; and thy thoughts which are 
«. to ur- ward They cannot be reckoned” up 
* in order unto ih-. If T dul "declare, 
and ſpeak of them, — 
2 can be remembered. f „bie Aõο 


7 


12417 ett {Q 22898291 ho Mochoo- 


0 8 
particularly, the influence which the 
divitie mercies ſhould have upon our 
minds, and the diſpoſitions and affections 
ee thoul@be reccived:'0> | yi 
27. 2 is d ow. ebuild 10 ni 
| Abs iu is ident, in the br ple 
chat in ul dir ways we are to fc 1 
and adoration : that we are not to con- 
fine dür thoughts to the little incidents 
court of "Mhings?"" that we afe not to 
_ aſeriboithe(bleſſings we! have received to 
bur own wiſdom and/addrefs, O wn 
e labour, but to lool up to 
* de 
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the director and governour of the world 
and its concerns, without whom not 
even à ſparrow falleth to the ground, 
and by whom even the hairs of our head 
are numbered. An unwiſe man doth 
* nt well conſider this, and a fool doth 
„ wot underſtand it. And, in the blind- 
neſs of the Gentile world, they invented 
words, which, as they weakly imagined, 

expreſſed ſome real powers, ſome fub- 
ſtantial cauſes and directors of events. 
They talked of Chance, of Fortune; of 
Nature, and of Fate. They conſidered 
not that theſe viſionary beings were of 
their. own forming, and exiſted only ĩn 
theit oten imaginations. But the Chri- 
tian is taught another language. He is 
inſtructed to cry out y The Lord ir high 
above; all nations, and his gbry above 
4 thtidHeavens'—* M ir hike unte the 
Lend Cad, who-dwetleth on fl, do 
* mm ne behold the Yhings 
n mne Nun 


and * 
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« that are in heaven, and in the-eatth 8” 
« downefiting and-hir up-rifing, that he 
« with all his ways:” that . the: cer 
all wait on hum that . he \openeth. his 
« {rung ting and that e i our 
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diſtractions of this world divert our at- 


tention, for a moment, from the Sove- 


reign, director of events, and gradious 
Author of all that we enjoy, and all we 
hope for. If we be rtaiſed to greatneſs 
and proſperity, he is there, our guide 
and couaſellorꝭ If we dwell in lovli- 
neſs, and obſcurity, he--isthere\alfo, to 
ive ug contentment and trariquillity. 
If we be n A 
eee n eee be iel, 
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weſa, even there doth his. right hand 


ſupport] us; he is our deliverer, and, in 
the ſeverity of his viſitations, ſtill, our 
gracious benefactor.If we have received 
a favour” from our fellow · creature, we 
account it odious and abominable to bo- 
tray the leaſt degree of ingratitude or 
inſenſſbility. And ſfall the gracious 
giver of all that we enjoy be utterly 
forgotten? Shall the numerous and ſtu- 
pendous inſtances of his favours - paſs 
withonat” attention or regard? No: let 
devout refletion kindle the flame of love 
and reverent gratitude in our hearts; 
and our lips ſhall break forth in the moſt 
Ap while we lift up our eyes in 
the imprefficn” of his mercies will be 
deeper and livelicr, if we at the fame 
time reflect that he giveth more than 
Vor. II. O either 


194 SERMON XXI. 

either we deſire or deſerve; and that we 
are indeed utterly unworthy of the leaſt 
ſaying; when we are commanded to do 
good to them that deſpitefully uſe us, 
Vet herein is the unbounded goodneſs of 


God manifeſted. The abundance of his 


loving kindneſs is every moment ſhower- 
ed down on thoſe who forget and for- 
ſake him; who do deſpite to his holy 


Aa, and refuſe to walk in the paths of 


ings have been neglected, or not duly 
improved: yet they are ſtill vouchſafed; 
neither are the things which belong to 


For God is flow to anger, and hath not 


dealt with us according to our perverſe- 
deſo and corruption. And if there be a 
man who hath ever admitted one thought 
of diſcontent and repining at his ey 


- poftion, let him conſider his own un 


worthineſs let him aſk} his- own. con- 
1211115 Hh 1 ſcience, 
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ſcience, and it will inform him, that 
he is an odject of wrath, not of favour: 
let him think, how, unſpeakably tre- 
mendous muſt have been his Gap 
ment, had the arm of divine juſtice 
fallen with its full weight on his of- 
ſences Yet hath he been ſpared, hath 
he been, favoured, in what he hath re- 
ceived, in what hath been denied him; 
in dhe enjoyments he hath experienced, 
and in the gracious diſappointment of 
"ms ignorant. and pernicious TORY FE? 
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37 which 1 the Arise mercies s ſhould 
ha ve upon our hearts; I mean to reform 
and renew them. That we have offend- 
ed our. heayenly- father and benefaQur, 
* author of our beigg . the protector 
our weakneſs, the giver, of every. good 
dare. bleſſed, hope of our ſal- 
vation, is the moſt pieroing reflection that 
can enter into any heart at all capable of 
577 O 2 reflection; 
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reflection; and the wounded fpirit that 
feels it has a motive truly powerful to 
ſeck for pardon and reconcifiation : Un- 
leſs we weakly imagine, that the fervice 
of: onr lips, fome formal exprefſions of 
thankfhiving, or ſome tranfient emotions, 
or momentary compunction, are ſufficient 
returns for all the affecting difpenfations 
of God's' mercy.” Alas! our earthly 'be- 
nefactor would diſdain fuch hypocriſy 
or fbrmality. And it is the goodneft 
and tender mercy of the great 'Tearcher 
hearts that require ſome more effec- 
al "expreflion of gratitude,” that call 
in his *wretched creatures with the 
Voce of compaſſon, 8 , make you 
eka ge" 1a eig Bark 16 45 
eee, 6 why. Wil" e d 
And det us get be diſobedient to fach 
* gracious | invitation: Let bs not ob- 
finately, defeat the blefſed putposs for 
Which alt Goes "thercits were vouch» 
ite. * Ma 86th ator vnn 85 
019er 9 0 No, 
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No, my brethren ! let every offending 
| creature, that is awakened to a ſenſe of 
the loving kindneſs of his heavenly fa- 
ther, thus commune with his own ſoul. 
+ What fhall I render unto the Lord for 
6 all his benefits towards me ?” «I will 
« give glory to my father, my protector 
and ſaviour, I will confeſs my own 
* vileneſs and unworthineſs. I will re- 
turn to him from whom I have deeply 
« revolted. I will endeavour to ſerve 
« and pleaſe him in newneſs of life; 
* laying aſide every weight, tearing. away 
q every root of bitterneſs, every _— 
affection, every corrupt habit; 
6 ſtudying to walk before him in 3 
* and righteouſneſs, all the days of my 
* pilgrimage, which his goodnoſs may yet 
& Aen. n wt * 


kenkin mall _ Wi ** et 
God's mercies be] effectually diſplayed. 


And here is the ſure foundation of our 
hope 
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hope that they ſhall be continued, to our 
ſupport and comfort in this mortal ſtate, 
and receive their final conſummation in 
the mänſions of eternal glory: when in 
the rapture of praiſe and adoration, we 
ſhall unite with thoſe bleſſed ſpirits who 
ſtand before the throne, and cry with a 
loud voice, ſaying, © Salvation to our God 
« which fitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb? and Bleſſing, and glory, and 

« wjWom, and thankſgroing, and honour, 
« and power, and might, ** unto our God 


"7 (+*TK fi , : g 
& for ever and cur. 
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Evxx ſo, Lord of all goodneſs, grant 


us, by thy grace,” to culti vate thoſe 
bleſſed diſpoſitions which are acteptable 


us for that ſtate of everlaſting glory 
which Chriſt hath purchaſed for 0 b 
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| Of dung all to the Glory of Gj 


I —_— > © en dog 

7 tether "therefere, » cat or drink, or 
walker He db, a oo 1 8 
7 Cod. | 
Lada not be unreaſonable or un- 
charitable to ſuppoſe, that many, who 
name the name of Chriſt, have a ſe- 
rious, but not a perfect Tenſe of the 
religion they profeſs. They attend on 
our pubhek ordinances they may have 
their intervals of religious retirement; 
fe may be affected, they may be 
2] * 


duly impreſſed by their pious exer- 
ciſes; but their impreſſions are not al- 
ways laſting. They return into the 
world; they reſign themſelves to its 
occupations and engagements; as if to 
ſeek relief from the melancholy ſolem- 
nity of devotion. They do not duly 
conſider that true religion is not an 
occaſional viſitant, but @ conſtant reſi- 
dent in the heart: a vital principle, 
powerful in operation, poſſeſſing the 
whole man, actuating his whole con- 
duct, and mixing with his affections 
intimately, as lifeblood pervades and 
informs the entire animal frame, and 


gives even to its minuter parts, ſenſi- 
bility and imme, 269 


var we maß diſtinguiſh this real, 
vital power of religion, from all imper- 
fect and all, fallacious appearances, it 
may be uſeful to conſider tho precept 
of the, text, It is not addreſſed to 
b h thoſe 
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thoſe who are to engage in the mo- 
mentous duties of worſhip and adora- 
tion, or any of the more ſolemn exer- 
ciſes of religion. It is a direction for 
a true Chriſtian' conduct in our ordi- 
nary intercourſe with the world, in our 
goings out and comings in; our buſi- 
neſs and our relaxation. This appears 
from the expreſſions in which it is 
oon veyed; whether ye eat or drink, or 
e whatſoever ye do; and alſo from the 
becaſion of the precept, which was to 
direct the faithful, in their ſocial in- 
tercourſe with unbelievers; and to pre- 
ſoribe how far they ſhould refrain, and 
how far they might comply, when 
invited to partake of things offered to 
idols. If formally invited, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, to partake. of idol - ſacriſices, re- 
frain: where no ſuch ſacrifice is avow- 
ed, cat of things purchaſed in the 
ſhambles, aſking no queſtions, provided 
that, in aſſuming this liberty ye give 
no 1 offence to weaker brethren ; but 
whether 
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whether ye abſtain or partake, we- 
tler ge eat or drink, or whatſoever ve 

ne, ſet God always before your 
cyes; and manifeſt, at leaſt do not 
violate, the honour due to his holy 
name. * nate rie 
Bur that we may underſtand this 
preeept the more clearly, and apply it 
with the greater advantage to our own 
immediate occaſions, I ſhall lead you to 
enquire into the meaning of dormg all 
« to the Ghry of God: and hence to 
conſider the influence of this principle, 
in all the ordinary tranſactions and 
he's: = ones os WR we may be en- 
your. wot: 2253: = 74 of ** eat. 


7 ed y \ * 7 4 
* 4» * 4 1 * * * — — 
13 13 14 1 * . 51 : T1 4 2 | 4 52601 


Now, e slory of God, ene 
ſometimes taken in ſeripture for his 
being and” effeiitial perfections, yet, 
ſtrictly and more frequently, denotes 
the r s theſe perfections. 
10d ; uli tos oO! Has. Thus, 
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Thus, the Heavens are ſaid to . declare 
« the Glory of Cod; as in them the 
divine power and wiſdom are illuſtri- 
ouſly diſplayed. For a like reaſon, man 
is ſaid” to be created for the glory, and 
to be the glory of God. Thus too the 
divine diſpenſations are ſaid to - make 
« known tie riches” of his glory? and 
the miracles of our Lord, we are af- 
ſured, were wrought. for the glory of 
God. And if God be ſuid to direct all 
his actions to his own glory, the means 
ing is evident, hat his end and pur- 
poſe is the ſtupendous evidence of his 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; and the 
manifeſtation of all his adorable per- 
fections. 
to it eng dom lift aA 

Ae Af; the — which reaſonable 
creatures expreſs of theſe divine attri- 
butes, manifeſted in their ſight, is alſo 
called the glory of God, and giwing 
] glory” to Him. Thus, the ſolemnity of 

NE publick 


— 


204 SERMON. XXI. 


publick worſhip, is ſaid to be giving un- 
to the Lord, the glory due unto his 
name. The grateful effuſion of the 
heart for benefits received is Riled, the 
giving glory to God, as it is an ac- 
knowledgment of that tranſcendent 
power and | mercy. from which _ theſe 
benefits are derived. The confeſſion of 
ſaid to give glory to God, as they de- 
clare a due ſenſe of that wiſdom to 
which all things are open, of that pu- 
* rity. which cannot behold, iniquity with 
indifference, and. of that impartial juſ- 
tioe which rewardeth every man ac- 
cording to his work. 8 


Any ſtill more generally, * con- 
ſtant and habitual practice of virtue 
glory; of the grrat governour of the 
moral world, the true expreſſion and 


d cknewledgment of his ſovereign do- 


minion, 


FT Aid. . 0 
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minion, and of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of his providence. Thus we are 
commanded to '' glorify God, in our 
body and our fpirit; and to be «filled 
« with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
« are Y Fefus Chrift, unto the glory and 
< 5raife of God: that is, that our ſenſe 
of his perfecions may be manifeſted ; 
and that others may be . 
nnn and W — 7 


To recur then to the an of 
che tent. Fo do all to the glory of 
God, is to ad on every occafion, under 
a reverent impreſſion of /is dominion 
and our dependence; to manifeſt à to- 
tal ſubmifion to his authority, an in- 
violable regard to bis holy- law, a 
lively ſenſe of his ineſtimable mercies, 
an awful fear of provoking his diſ- 
pfleaſure, a firm dependence on his pro- 
miſes, and a patient expeQation: of the 
fulneſs of the riches of his grace. In 
d 449044! | cn 
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one word, it is to ſet God always be- 
foxe our eyes, with that habitual re- 
verence which religion dictates e 
en . redeemed ame 


1 0 
* *. 7 
n N WIr 


— is. 5 0 d clearly underſiood 


p in the,caſe. of an carthly parent, or. an 
_ earthly ſovereign. We give; honour to 


the parent, by obedience and ,affeQion. 
We promote the glory of our ſovo- 
reign, by a ſtrict obſervance of his 


laws, a dutiful adherence to our alle- 


giance, a grateful acknowledgment of 
the bleſſings derived from his .goyern- 


ment, and a | ſincere and zealous; en- 

deavour to promote, ſo far as lies in 
us, the peace and welfare of his ſub- 
jede Apply this to the caſe of our 


father and our ſovereign who is in 
- heaven, and the phraſe of doing all to 


be glory of God will ann, 
nnn. Ff 1 
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I ypRocEBED then to conſider, how 
the principle and rule of conduct thus 
explained, ſhould manifeſt its influence, 
in our ordinary intercourſe with the 
world, and the tranſactions of common 
life, in which we may engage. So that, 
as I have already hinted, ye are not 
now to be directed in your publick or 
private devotions, to be exhorted to 
the mote ſolemn duties of religion, or 
inſtructed in the great leading doc- 
trines of the goſpel. Theſe I ſuppoſe 
already known, conſidered, and revolved. 
By appearing in our religious aſſembly, 
ye have in effect acknowledged the 
honour due to God's holy name. Your 
[preſent impreſſions may be truly reli- 
gious. But ye are -ſoon to return into 
the world 3 perhaps impatient to reſume 
Jour uſual, occupations. - There ye may 
find) yourſelves in fuch a ſituation, as 
may prove unfriendly to religious im- 
preſſions. Amidſt the buſy concerns 
”, bn 


and 
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and engagements of life, temptations 
may preſs ſore upon us; the thoughts 
of our ſerious hour are now in danger 
of being utterly effaced ; and the mind 
diſtraQed, diffipated, and unguarded. In 
circumſtances. ſo perilons, I am to point 
out our effectual protection, and un- 
erring guide. And God grant that the 
precept of Saint Paul may have its full 
influence on every individual among 
uss en - 963 di bein 


No the intercourſe of common life, 
in which ye are to engage, is either 
that ef workdly buſineſs, or of ſocial 
enjoyment and relaxation. In each ef 
theſe we ſhall be wiſely and; ſceurely 
 direQted; by retaining and cherithing 
our "religious principles, and by con- 
ſidering, in every poſſible oireumſtance 

and ſituation, the glory due to God's 

holy name. 65 ein cow; Valli 
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| In buſineſs, our temptations are va- 
rious and powerful. Inordinate ſelf-love, 
more particularly, threatens, every mo- 
ment, to tranſport us beyond the bounds 
of integrity. Men even pride them 
ſelves in à crafty, attention to turn 
every incident to their own immediate 
advantage. It is the: aim o of the am- 
bitious and aſpiring in exalted: ee. 
It operates through all the ſevetal. or 
ders of human life, whatever be thei 
objects or purſuits. In the higher ranks 
indesd men may not even profeſa or 
pretend an attention to e e | 
; oiples. But from you, my brethren we 
look fon better things: and wirh hp | 
 fainaſt, expectations we remind qu that 
the -habiteal + reverencr of our great 
creſter will prove the moſt effectual 
| confzoul- to all ſelſiſh, and all untoward 
| diſpoſitions. It Will teach and enforce 
the ml of truthy-equity, ya 'candour, 
A Vor. II. 21 tives. 
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i tte. lt will whiſper to the enafty ad 
tte Wolfalyz minded Doſt thou aſfunme 


« the extetiour of religion, and by lying 
in ait · againſt thy brother, diſhonotreſt 
hh God? Cunſt thou exult in thy 
deceitſul cunning, when thou knoweſt 
« mit>acknowledgeft that every thought 
+ of: every cotrupted heart is open to 
him with whom we have to do? 
Cant thou rejoice in 'ubgodly pain, 
© 'ptrchdſcd>at' the weight of God's tre- 
+ inendodsi difpheaſure? Away win all 
< thyTottile: Jevioey all thy writighteous 
+:purpoſes; however AHiſguiſed cyon'-t9 
thy vum pervertetd heut! Give- glory 
e God, by wullang in the! fait 
pati of his commundmbmi upeight 
„and fevureo Thus ſhalt thb mail. 
fat a wiſe attebtion te thy” regions 
L prineiple, and: than male ao ptove 
them toi be mighty in operation}! even 
Loben the mind ſeemb entirely divert. 
C rene und th inte! 
2570 4 0 feſts 
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<;rets of this life are Napier with 
ne 20 K «02 a, 3 
190: 1 a 8 120 oft 0a! 23 211 
3 REFS AG 4 all top the Ps of 
God, in the loweſt and laxeſt ſenſa, 
irhen ye -preſerve! ourſelves. unſpotted. 
and act with innocence. and integrity. 
The honour due to his name requires 
ſomething more, in all our ſarious tranſ- 
actions. They give vs. frequent dc- 
 eaſfions of manifeſting: not only our in- 
tegrity; but our loving-kindneſs ; uf 
dealing: not only without fraud or. fal- 
lacy ; not merely with; an ordinary de: 
gree of candaur and ingenuouſneſs; but 
with brotherly love, and chriſtian cha - 
tity. When: we lock fot. every; man 
Won lt dun things; bu every: one 1 
e the » things. & alert; when we 
conſider! that e are all children of: the 
ame bea vtmly father, and heirs of the 
ſame covenanted mercy; and when, of 
ounfrquence, wie are ready to aſſiſt, di · 
1820 EY.” rect, 
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rect, relieve, ſupport, and comfort, then 
it is that our religion is diſplayed in 
its genuine effects; and that in the hour 
of worldly occupation we ſtill retain a 
due reverence of the Almighty, and are 
fill careful 10 do all to * n of 
= re name, 

Ae if e e tis laid 
aſide ; and cnſidered as gloomy intruders 
on our worldly concerus; wre ate at once 
depri ved of bur true ſupport and com- 
fort." We may profeſs to act from other 
principles, from a regard to honour and 
character, from good nature and conſti- 
eutional ferlings;: But, not to dwell on 
che imperfect, precarious and dęceitful 
nature of theſt principles, I ſhall but 
appeal to the conſcience and experience 
of thoſe who hear me, how inſufficient = 


b a s. ou" the ſtrong” 
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neſs; but like Sampſon's withs, in a mo- 
ment rent diſdainfully aſunder, 1 the 
2 of «arg | 


at 


21 Pals indeed heard by many, whoſe 
buſineſs extends little further than to 
the regulation of families, the nurture of 
children, and the direction of domeſtics, 
And let ſuch return from their devotions 
to their worldly cares, with a deep and 
lively ſenſe of the honour -due to God's 
holy name: they will then be meek, 
gentle, complacent, not eaſily provoked 
or diſcompoſed, not ſevere and bitter; 
but indulgent, forbearing and forgiving. 
And by ſuch fruits they ſhall know 
and be aſſured, that their religion is 
not a mere formal exteriour, or lip-ſer- 
„ bits ol awo 1iedls, of 
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Asp as the precept of the Apoſtle 
-direQs us to the in violable obſervance 
of equity aud juſtice, and to the moſt 
195m:70fn9 + enlivened 
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enlivened ajkertions Gf bene valeuce, in 
the ſeriqus concerns of life; ſo: in plea» 
ſure and relaxation, it teaches tenipe» 
rance and circumſpection. And let all 
of this generation lay the momentous 
. Pfecept | ſeriouſly to heart, that, in the 
might of their religious principles, they 
may be able to withſtand againſt the 
allurements or pleaſure. For let it net 
be deemed an unreaſonable ſeverity, 
to Pronounce that theſe are dangerous 
and deadly. We may obſerve, we may 
confort with thoſe, who are reſigned to 
them without fear or ſcruple. Their 
ways may be thought the only ways of 
Joy and gladneſs: But when the gay 
and glittering objects of the world have 
fubdued us, and drawn down the ſoul 
to their own low and contracted ſphere, 
our nature is diſhonoured, and the glory 
aue to the amthor-of our being and ſal- 
vation ſhamefully forgotten. In all the 
clegancb and pride f [lifez in the full 
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{epjoyment; of all the plenſures of a ro- 
Aiacd: ſenſuality, the creature is de- 
graded and debaſed, when, in the in- 
-toxigation of vanity, he is incapable of 
conſidering the truly valuable puepoſe 
and purſuit of his preſent being: when 
be cannot raiſe his eye to the glorious 

. proſpets which religion ſets before Him: 
but knows nothing; more engaging than 
the moſt trifling objects of a. liſe of Va- 
nity. In this abjed ſtate, be is of all 
. others moſt diſnicult to be wioughtoon 
by the erhortations of this place. Fell 
ſuch a being, that in all his actions he 
is to oxpreſs a reverent attention to the 

honout due to be Almighuy, ah vou 

N ſpenk a language * to him utterby un- 
known Ae thinks and knows:pnly: of 
ſport and (pendour, of brilliant gſuticties 

and pleaſurahle direles, and all tlie fri- 
volous devices far weating (out his pre- 
ſent day, and filling up tho hideous vn- 

dae af an untutored mind. To be 

081 8 brought 
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brought under ſuch captivity, is indeed 
to diſhonour our creator ; for it is to for- 
get that we were made a little lower than 
the angels, to renounce the dignity to 
which we are exalted, and to nen the 
na RAR Backs Iq a> 


= * . * 
1 


9 Ws hs ek I dd tak our re- 
ligionm to auſterity, to moroſe and gloomy 
retitement. But we are called to a due 
elevation of the ſoul, to a Ready atten- 
tion to objects of unutterably greater mo- 
ment. than the madneſs of mirth, or the 
glitter of the world. We are not utterly 
to renounce: all ſociab enjoyments. But 
- innocence; and purity are too-ſacred to be 
tranſgreſſod; and the danger of tranſ- 
--grefling too terrible to be lightly” re- 
Sander. And: by our watchfulneſs and 
S caution,; by a ſteady reſiſtance to temp- 
tation, by conſidering the real inſigniſi- 
bade of worldly om, and preſerving 
zb a reaſonable 
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a reaſonable indifference to all its flatter- 


ing allurements, we uſe the things of this 
world, as not truſting in them or ſetting 
our hearts upon them; and in the hour 


of greateſt diſengagement, when the ex- 
erciſes of devotion are ſuſpended, and 
the fervour of religion ſeems allayed, its 


habitual influence is ſtill lively and effec- | 
tual, and we ſtill do all to the glory 
of God; for his holy law is ſtill made 


our ede and counſellor. 


| Sven is the ſacred rule of n! 
in our general intercourſe with the world. 


Were we made for à life of retirement 


and meditation, our temptations would 
be fewer, and our circle of duty more 


= 


conſined. But we are, chrough God's 


grace, called to work out our ſal vation, 
in a publick, aQive, ſocial life; mixed 
and connected with our fellows, in- 
volved in their intereſts, and engaged 
Kd their-ſocieties. ' 80 that in every mo- 


ment 
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ment of our lives, we have dangets to 
avoid, temptations to reſiſt, and duties 
to perform. A perpetual vigilance alone 
can preſerye us blameleſs and harmleſs: 
—— in every poſſible circumſtance and 
| ee ſerious Lace of the, duties 
rel the enlightening and enlivening Spi- 
rit, Fer n to nen, 


— . * * his holy name, * ho” 
we are called | but not called to a decent 
appearance of, occaſional devotion, or 
mergly to the ſincereſt effuſions of ,picty ; 
| but to a ſtedfaſt and, perpetual attention 
to all the various duties, which give glory 
to that name; to an uniform and con- 
aiſtent courſe of chriſtian cqnduct, in 
every, part of our preſent ſojourn, and in 
all the variety of our —— | 
engagements. For he that ſaid, © thou 
©, falt fore the lard thy God, Wa ac 


los lis love ih neightour ai ieh 
He 


90 - 
63653 $1 


He that fad. n ll. Shy 
Hales: bath alſo, taught,,ps to * walk 
« circumſpedthy,, redeeming, the time to 
keep every dangerous paſſion in due re- 
ſaint, and to deny ourſclyes the moſt 
favourite enjoyments of this. life, when 
they may cauſe; us to offend,; gr. threatey. 
to divert us from the . wa r 
de an Is an Tio 


I $14 9 23 * { 


Tap Lord:biraſelf,: my ci? is e 
awful witneſs of our thoughts and ac- 
tions. He knoweth and diſcerneth how 
far and how ſincerely we are impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of his adorable perfeQions. 
He diſtinguiſheth the true and uniformly 
religious, from the formal and nominal 
profeſſor of the faith. If we retire to 
ſolitude and meditation, he is there; if 
we be involved in the active buſineſs of 
the world, he is there alſo; if we be en- 
gaged in ſocial enjoy ments, there doth he 
diſcern our vigilance and caution, our 

. temperance 


5 I's 
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temperance and moderation, our propen- 
fities to fin, and bur courage in . 
the afaults of ene „ 
- b ni no 8501: 34 
Tul the kene of " Aderebir pre- 
ſence may never for a moment be eſtranged 
from dur minds! That all our ways may 
be ſtrictly and itivariably directed by hrs 
will and word ! That all and every. part 
of our conduct may be to the manifeſta- 
tion of his glory, God of his infinite 
mercy — e ae. Chrif e. Amen. 
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Avid in Trinity College; Dublin, 
Chriſtmas 1780. . 
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ie Prophet, javings 


- | * b e ll be ' withs d u¹, and | 
Muli bring forth:d\ ſon, and they hall call 


ur nume Emmi, 'which being Ttxter - 


fFretid, i, God with as! 11s \ 1 My 


8 Wes N n wa ww Wako 


ee dne, rler t mitt le 
- Julfilled, whichwas ſpoken of th, Lord by 


a. witngſt. And when the apoſilep,point | 
"ono fulfilled: i in 


Hofe 9 | our 


DDr 
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our Lord, we may fafety-reſt en thek 


unerring direction: for we are directed 
by. Hat. whom the Spirit off Gen led 
into all truths neceſſary for the great 
wok of. their miniſtry. n wil mo 


G0” F ILW Nu — 


Bur here there is a fair and ample 
field for the exerciſe of our own reaſon. 
For we walt the careful, that we rightly 
underſtand the declarations of theſe our 
nifallifils interpreters And it is certain 
tion of the antient proplitcjos,+tbtir\ex- 
| And dert, \Bor,ridfiabors, abe, pelle 
relates the flaughtet of tt innaceats. 
Nen, ſaith he, {4.2005 Jugs O 
« which was ſpoken by Jeremy the prop 
unge Ir. Rama there u à unte 2 
— ph gn 
emen hö e. her: d. 
* 0214, 4d: world not' be r tab beau? 
nigen 1 ad 
10 | prophecy 
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prophecy with its occaſion and eittum- 
ſtances,” we may: ſafely conclude that no-' 
thing more is meant by the apoſtle, chan 
that i0was'temarksbly applicable to He- 
rod's eruelty, and eſttiptive: of ke 
flaughtet. / Again, tho etungeliſt relates 
out Lord's iniracuſout power! in healing 
all that Wer fick: © hit" i gl Br . 
fille, faith he, hn wits fpoberi & 
« Hai tie probe, ig, Himſelf took 
our Hififnitfhes, au Bare" bur fickmefſes* 

| Bat hers themhehing muſt be, thit the 
prophecy Was thus fulfled in part,” while 
t full- zmport win ſotnething ef fl 
greater wöwent. Agaih, Saint Matthew 
of Hemd ft in nüt be fabfilked! 
* ſufth leg © which whs-fpokent of the Lord, 
n prophet,” hrt Out of Egypt have 
140% cied\ my ſon. Here we are at moſt 
de undertund, that Math" of whom the 
prophet ſpeaks immediately, was u type 
or 


zul 
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ar repteſentation of the Meſſiah; and 
that this declaration Was, — | 
ſenſe, finally fulfilled; in the perſon thus 
prefigured. In like manner we find, par- 
tienlary in the pſalms; many, things ſpo- 
ken immediately of David. but perfectly 
fulfilled in the Holy One, Who was re- 
preſented by David as his type, and who 
for this reaſon is ſometimes called by the 
name of David, juſt as his forerunner is 
called. Elias, the..prophet, by w˖0m he 
_ and+ his — — oches- 
ee typical-applicativus of, the prophets 
have been in alhhages, ſo: generally; ad? 
mitte, and ſtand; for. fully juſtiſted, from 
2 en ane fai reaſony 


the prophein.ſolcly- 
and immediately, to the Meſſiah. Of this 

gonceive we have, among many others, an 
inflance in Saint, Matthew, where he er 
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lates our Lord's entry into Jeruſalem: the 
manner of which he declares to be a com- 
Pletion; and intended (ab it was imme- 
diately underſtood by the people) to Be 
4 literal completion, of the words of 
Zechatiah, 4 Behold thy king cometh untb 
0 thee, melt, and irting upon an Gi, and 
a the foal of an Gf, Here indeed 
the form of quotation iv particularly pre- 
die and ſolemn. M7 this wat” tone,” 
it the apoſtle, the Whole tranfäckion, 
(bor ſo it is expreſſecd in the original) of 
our Lord ſending for tlie afs anck colt, 
dr the owner being Providentially dif- 
 pbled't6'comply with His demand; of his 
being ſeated thereon, and entering Jeru- | 
ſalem, was ordained and brought to . 
For the purpoſe of giving the propliecy 
an Exact and derbe chte 6 CE 


ni enoifleigzo 90 1»hitnos 07 nod}. bun 
Is no other part of the gofpelb do We 


find the quotations of the prophets ſo 
Vol. II. oo £5 
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formal 
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formal and accurate and ſolemn, except- 
ing only in the words of the text, where 
the expreſſion hath ſtill greater preciſion 
7 and ſolemnity 85 which, however it - may 
have; been overlooked, or however little 
weight it may be allowed in the way of 
argument, I cannot think unworthy of 
obſervation, when I am to enquire into 
the real import of the propheey to which 
che text refers, and to exhibit thoſe ar- 
guments which may prove it to be a di- 
rect, immediate prediction of our Lord's 
1 miraculous birth and appearance; of theſe 
and only theſe, notwithſtanding, the ob- 
21 jections of .infidels, and W 
| of kelievers... bis eomds borgot 7 m_ 
ed 63 34=yord& big bons 75 ef 

"12 | Ann firſt, Tam 9 Watte (cation of 
the prophecy. to, which the apoſtle, refers: 
and then to conſider the expreſſions in 
wh iti. comreped, +4 4010 67 


"ol ö v1 25" ett — * bot 
Tf) R UM 84s 
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Anz king of Juda was involyed in 
diſtreſs, by Rezin and Pekah, the kings 
of Syria and Iſrael. They had already 
invaded him, carried off his ſubjects cap- 
tiyes, and now were ſaid to be preparing 
to lay, ſiege to Jeruſalem. At the tre- 
mendous intelligence that Syria reſted in 
full confidence on the alliance, of, Bph- 
raim, and that their united powers were 
ready to fall on Judah, * the heart of 
45 x was moved, ſaith the ſacred. re- 
and the heart of his people, as the 
1 Rl Y {he wood are moved will the 
<2 und. In this general trepidation, 
the prophet, Was. directed by God, that, 
ſbould meet the king, at the conduit of 
the upper pool in the A of the 
ee 1} aut einn $5 
It Halil badttunnize od Net 25; 
As to the > of his baſs 
mied by his ſon, nothing appears 
22 on 
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on the firſt view of the hiſtory, or can 
ue immediately collected from it, but that 
Shear Jaftub by his name, which figni- 
fies A remnant hall return,” was a 
ſymbol f God's gracious purpoſe to re- 
Rore their captives; # mode of expreſſion 
to which" the people were accuſtomed, 
and which was ny 1 the 
aer world. en - 2663: 204 


* _— 18 7 u „ a — . 
Ty d 53 1 I. 1 2 381 08 . . 


' view, 1 Wend but vs that it 1 4558 
Plact of concourſt, more eſpecially on 
the preſetit oceafion,” and where the de- 
<liratios of eme 
teuer tiumber of wirteffes. 

10 fiubnog 21? 38 ni 359; T Mood 
Henk Wel ib Pas Store Ab Kg 
Ahaz. He aſfures him that the futy of 
his enemies ſhall be extinguiſhed like the 
lat flame of à Wuſted brand; tliat howe- 
| kan *** they ſhall be 


confined | 
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confined to their own; territories zi that, 
their deſign againſt Jeruſalem ſhall not 
Bog neither ſhall IPO; to.paſs;, cout 
- 59300 ns ganigpent vituou rat 10 
Tax king is not encoprageds., Inh 
condemus his weak and wavering/, ming: 
, Moreover,” ſaith the text, {he Lord 
pale again uno Afar, Saving: oft: ther. a 

«, fig af\the; Lord iy God, oft it gither. in 
ße apt car in the-herght abeve, hey 
whoſe-..interpretations of this ſeripture 
beceſſarlly ſuppoſes. that. by, bing 
hein, or. *. adding; Ib Heat, we ae 
ta und erſtand a continuation; of one in- 
tertie wa iar bodgd: tn ſhew: that . the 

original pbraſeology cannot be undetſtood 
as expreffing another reyelatiop Made 
after, ſome intervał and under different 
oiroumſtancss. B bowever - this; ;may 
be, it vannot, I preſume, be doubted, 
that by ſign either ip; the depth or 
height, we are to-,pnderſtand, ſome mir 
raculqus appearance in atteſtation of the | 
90 | veracity 
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verltity and” authority of the prophet.” 
This mitaculous evidence Aha declined, 
from the pretence of not tempting God, 
or preſumptuouſly requiring an un neceſ- 
faty” proof of his power. The prephet 
then turns from this obdurate king, and 
addrefing himſelf to the royal race; either 
immediately or \after ſome interval, de- 
dares the counſel \ of the Almighty. 
% Hear ae now)" O' houſe of David I it 
© ran thing for you to weary nen; but 

ume weary ry Cad age? \ Therefore 
& ie Loi huntff uli give you 1 n. 
Here then we wuſt pauſd, and con- 
fider che real import of chis term. It is 
fomötimes taktet in feripturel for any 
ſeuſſble ptoof or mark of God eg 
With mau, as the Rainbow 'was'w ſign of 
kiv"covthait” with Noah :- Cireumwiſſon 
che ilk of hid töwefiant wit” Abmham 
1 #' Binetiined! töche underftoad be a 
fymBOIy type, dra Rgurative tpretlion. 
— Huiah! and his Whildren are fuid te 
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be for ſigns and for wonders ; or 4s the 
words may be rendered, for ſigns and 
declarations of the things that ſhould 
happen in Iſrael. But no ſuch figns : as 
theſe had been offered to Ahaz, or 'te- 
| Fuſed by him! And as he had declined 
to accept a miraculous ſign or evidence 
of divine power, the ſign which Hes 
promiſes, muſt be of the ſame kind, u 
leſs we ſubvert” every rule & rational 1 


e 83 N ö oe 
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We come then to the ans in 
which the prophecy is conveyed —— 
= Behold"take particular notice "of the 
important declaration I am now to make, 
and let it fink deep into your minds 
« A virgin ſhall conceive and bear =” 
4 und hall call tis name Immanuel,” A 
virgin, or mort emphatically, the virgin, 
"the deſcetidant'sf David"ordairied fot this 


ofe, and n6 dene, perſonige, 
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forth the Meffiah, wha ſhall, be called, 
that is, Who ſhall really be (according to 
= well. known, gaſtern phraſe) C 
with ur. In whom the divine power 
ſhall, be wonderfully. menifeſied., Who 
ſhall be, as the prophet ſpeaks. of -the 
fame perſon, « e mighty. Cad, or mighty 
« Lord,” the, brightneſs of, his father's 
gary, the expreſs, image of his perſon. 


In Whom thall dwell the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily : And who, in the be- 
ginning was with God, and was God. 


ni notar aft n int mos a 


Bur e of implicitly aequieſcing 
in this interpretation of the, prophecy, ſo 
far; as it hath been erhibited z let us.con- 
er we ee urgedſ ggaigſt it. 
. 9 AN BAD SHI AN e 

* ls, 0 that an ovens. which was to. 
ike e After, g lapſg gf genturies, 

F9pld. not. be, propaſed- as, a. figniof pre- 
ſent Acliyerance, But the Ggo. promiſed 

2 Me js nat, merely an aflpraner. of pre- 
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ſtability of the houſe of David. The 
houſe of David, faith. the prophet, ſhall 
not be deſtroyed; for God hath in reſerve 
a miraculous eyidence and conſummation 
of his tender mercięs to this family. Their 
enemies ſhall not prevail, for this ſignal 
cvent. muſt be accompliſhed. Nor can 
the objection. mentioned be faitly urged 
either by Jew or Chriſtian; for future events 
are frequently propoſed in {oriptore as 
ſigns, and. ſometimes miraculous ſigns. 
Thus, hen Moſes heſitated) to go to Pha- 


ſaith the Lord; & and ihir Rall be 4 
*$ token; unto \thee that I have" ſeat thee, 
bs when, thou hai rug ht; fe ain the people 
Laut gl. Hunt, ar fhail'ferve:: God upon 
that mountain. And not to multiply 
inſtances, our Lord bimſelg kefem dhe 
upbelieving Jews, to his reſurreQion, an 
cyent get in the womb of time, as the 
laſt and only ſign to be granted of his 


toah. d. certain h I will be with thee = 
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miſſion. Had the prophet” declared ex- 
plicitly that the houſe of David was to 
ſubſiſt for fix hundred years before the 
appearance of Immanuel, the declaration, 
enforced by the authority of the prophe- 
tic character, had been a reaſonable and 
ſolid ground of comfort. But the con- 
ſolatioff is ſtill more enlivened by his 
modes of expreſſion. Pimes and ſeaſons 
were not, in this caſe; revealed to him: 
and' impreſſed with the fulneſd of divine 
authority; he ſpeaks of the event, as with 
the voice of God to Whom all things 'ate 
preſent i he ptonounces it already brought 
to paſ = ι HD ur à child" ir born, "wn 
ur en in grun s "and in the'Pro- 
| phedy before us, peaks of this child, 
as even now iſſuing into"light—vbeHiold, 
the virgin i contbroing the virgin 77 

binn forth: Stents N 100 — 


"uf 5 „itari 01 #9} i iſodau 
But die afs told” that all this here 
eg hben of ligne erte 90. 
LOKI: ; thing 
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thing more than an ordinary event, the 
birth of Iſaiah's ſon, by her who was 
called the propheteſs: that his com- 
pound name was given by divine ap- 
pointment as a ſymbol of victory; and. 
to confirm this interpretation, that the 
word rendered 4 virgin” ſometimes 
ſignifies any young woman of a mar- 
riageable ge,” wedded as well as ee 
Mom Eno. 20) 1wyywad 1 Detto: 
As to den * of lnb by — 
EN hes is never called Immanuel. 
Of him it is not ſaid, tie ſtretrinmg ois 
oY the wings Jof the Aſſyrian] fall gall 
** ther breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.” 
144 not his nor did he claim do- 
minim ver it. He was not then tlie 
ſon of whom the ;prophet ſpeaks. Nei- 
ther could he be the type of this ſon. 
Had he been the conducter of the peo- 
ple, the agent or inſtrument of their de- 
Hverante; he might be regarded as a type 
of their :{piritual deliverer. But, what- 
272H | ever 
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ever was expreſſed by his name, the di- 
vine power was not manifeſted in him. 
He was not God-with ut, in any, even 
in the laxeſt ſenſe; and therefore could 
not have had that ſimilitude, vchich muſt 
ſubſiſt between the figure and that whieh 
is preſigured. And as he cauld: not in 
any ſenſe be the Immanuel brought forth, 
neither could his mother be the virgin to 
conceive. For however the original word 
rendered © vitgin,” may be: ſed; occaſi- 
onally, it hath its proper and primary 
fignification, founded on etymolqgy, or, 
. what-is of more authority, on its moſt 
| Fiequent- uſe; Twice in ſeven times it 
may be taken figuratively, ar improperly. 
Nor are we to be ſutprized if this ſhould 
be caſe: as it really is, even in copious 
language. But how did the antient 
Jes underſtand the word in this paſ- 
ſage of Iſaiah? Although their -targums 
and comments may be wilfully corrupt; 
yet their pt ents is deciſive. 
Here 


Di 
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Here the Hebrew < Alm is rendered 
by the Greek n., whoſe proper ſignifi- 
cation is that of a pure virgin; by what- 
ever licetice it may be fometimes wreſted 
from its original meaning. Or if we are 
to recur to —_ n mann on 
birth 15 Gab dt not be Hike that 
of others—that none ſhall know his fa⸗ | 
ther before he tell it that he ſhall be 
without a father—that his birth ſhall be 
. like drops of dew, expecting not the la- 
bour ot action of man 80 that im- 
poſtors' who claimed to be the Meffiah; 
took care in the firſt place to propagate 
the belief of their being bom e 
turally of nz virgin. Err 0 


o * * » 
nei; 1910 I r! SN! R. e © 


Bur ether the rules of interprets- 
tion, not tranſlation of words, nor nor con- 
tinueck tradition, hae half the foro of 
that obvious and common argument, 


that the fign propoſed by the prophet 
1 1 1 
muſt 
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muſt be a miraculous event: and there - 
fore that his prediction cannot be fulfilled 
by * natural conception, or any natu- 
rth. Here is the ſure clue to the 
e of the 8 foun- 
dation on which we reſt: and. which 
cannot be ſhaken either by oppoſition, 
or ſubtilty, or timid ſpeculation, bowe- 
ver well intended. 


Air of 2 n 
S7 t3-<y T1 1 310150 7127 


% Bur i it is again objected, that the 1 
compliſhment of this prophecy is reſtrain- 
ed by the context to an infant of the 
common race of makind; for it immedi- 
ately follow Butter and honey ſhall he 

+. eat, that he may know to-refuſe the cuil and 
« chooſe the good.” That is, acoording to 
the ſimple and natural interpretation of the 
words, He ſhall: be fed and nurſed. like 
other children, ſo as gradually to advance 
n and Kio: 8 
narance. to — Suh „een 
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Now to what purpoſe is it obſerved 
of a child merely human, that he muſt 
be nurſed and grow, that he may, in the 
ordinary progreſs of the creature, arrive 
at the period of diſcernment between 
good and evil? Surely the obſervation 
would be deemed ſuperfluous and futile. 
But when the fame thing is afſirmed of 
Immanuel, whoſe appearance is not after 
the manner of men; when, notwith- 
ſtanding the exaltation of his nature, and 
all the divine endowments included in his 
auguſt title, it is added, that he ſhall at 
the ſame time be ſubject to the infirmi 
ties of our nature; that he ſhall grow up 
before God, like a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground; that he ſhall 
be in the ſubjection and nurture of a child, 

and encreaſe gradually both in wiſdom 
and ſtature; then the. prophetic declara- 
tion appears in its real moment, and 
Wuhat it imports is intimately connected 
with the former; part of the prediction, 
ol and 
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and a continuation of the mir 
0 1 to crap of David. 
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eng it is RR that the ac- 
compliment of this prophecy "ig" re- 
firained to the time when it was ſpoken; 
for it is further added, that * before this 
child uud know 10 refuſe the toil and 
« chooſe: the good, the land which as ab- 
« horred fhould' be "forſaken of | a her 
2 „ e ee eight” 
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N I CET TI it hath ſome· 
times been ſuggeſted; and by great autho- 
ities; that the perſon of whom the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, is here” changed; and that 
having propoſed his miraculous ſign of 
the dutstion of the houſe of David, as 
to che preſent alatm, be declares, that 
Aha ſhould find it entirely removed, by 
the deſtruction of His enemic „before 
this child, (pointing to bis ſon Shear- 
8 arrive at that period of dif- 


cretion, 
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cretion, mm 
nnn 


This ee. ſuppoſes that * 
diction was delivered at the conduit, 


when the prophet was attended by his 
ſon. But however this may be, it is 
founded on a ſuppoſition arbitrary, and, 
as I conceive, unneceſſary. It is true the 
deſtruction of theſe kings is limited to ſo 
ſhort a time as the infancy of a child: 

but it doth not follow that the individual 
child here promiſed thould be born before 
revealed to Iſaiah. He ſpeaks” of the 
event as now accompliſhed, or at hand. 
He ſpeaks then upon the ſuppoſition that 
the child were immediately to be oon 
ceived, or, at leaſt, that the time of his 
appearance was unknown and undeter- 
mined; and declares that in a ſhorter 
time than would be required for this 
Vor. II. R child 
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child (whenever he ſhould be born) to 
advance to years of diſcernment, the 
preſent enemies of Judah ſhould be de- 
Kroyed: : And thus the whole prophecy 
appears conſiſtent, uniform, and con- 
nected, without violence or Pes, 
or any-ftrained conſtruction . 
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Bor that we: may ſurvey Abele 
paſſage of Iſaiah, with the explanation 
naw delivered, clearly at one view, I 
ſhall collect the particulars ſeparately ex- 
plained; into ã continued paraphraſe; 
: redacing the bold, conciſe, and ariimated 
language of the eaſtern prophet to the 
I RO Ine weſt! f bo! 

bunt 18 5 bodtile gm Wor ts 3% 
HRA 3 ihe:fawily: of David: 1 
have hy divine authority, aſfured your 
king, of deliveraace from bis preſent 
danger, I have offered: any, even the 
moſt ſtriking miracle, as evidence of the 
authority by Which I: ſpeak, and aſſu- 
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rance of the mercy I have promiſed. He 
perſiſts in an obſtinate reliance on the 
arm of fleſh, and will not accept the 
gracious pledge of God's protection. 
But why ſhould you be obſtinately har- 
dened ? It is not man but God that you 
reſiſt. You know his promiſes to the 
houſe of David. They ſhall ſtand ſure: 
they cannot be defeated by the preſent 
confederacy ; for a great work is yet ro- 
ſerved and to be wrought amongſt you. 
The miraculous evidence of his preſent 
mercies is refuſed. He hath therefore re- 
ſerved to bimſelf to exhibit, in his on 
manner, one final miracle; the great aſ- 
ſurance and conſummation of his tender 
mercies to David. And mark his ſolemn 
declaration. The miracle is this. A vir- 
gin ſhall conceive and bear a ſon, con- 
trary to the courſe of nature: he ſhall be 
called, and ſhall really he Cod uit un. 
But whatever tranſcendent dignity of 
nature may be implied in this exalted 
R 2 title, 


utle, you are not to expect that he ſhall 
at once burſt forth in all his glory. You 
ate fill to wait patiently upon the Lord. 
For the Immanuel ſhall appear without 
any extraordinary form or comelineſs. 
He fhall ſhare the inſirmities of our na- 
ture He ſhall by common means be 

reared from infancy, to ſtrength and diſ- 
erttion. The great event may even be 
now at hand, and ſuch is my confidence 
in the authority by which I ſpeak, that 
'Feonfider: it as already brought to paſs. 
But whenever the promiſe of the Al- 
mighty may be- fulfilled, 'it can in no 
-wife: be defrated by your preſent enemies: 
for be aſſured that the kings confederating 
_ -apainſt-/you- ſhall be deſtroyed, within a 
Forter time, than it will take for the 
child. thus miraculouſly born, to grow up 

_ from infancy to the period of diſcern- 

| ment between good and evil. alan 
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Suck I conceive to be the prophecy. 
To your judgments it appeals; and it 
claims your ſerious and devout attention. 
Read, ſearch, meditate, implore the 
aſſiſtance of that Spirit by whom we are 
enlightened and enlivened. To the an- 
tient world, prophecy was a light ſhining 
in a dark place ; but what to them was 
difficult or doubtful hath been wonder- 
fully illuſtrated by the event; for on us 
the Sun of righteouſneſs hath riſen, and 
diſplayed the fulneſs of his glory. We 
walk in that day which prophets and 
kings have deſired to ſee. Let us then 
walk as children of the light, that by 
patience and comfort of the ſcriptures 
we may have hope, and that our hope 
may receive its glorious conſummation, 
through our bleſſed Immanuel. 
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his miracles, the exact conformity 0 "Fig 


e to thoſe prophecies which 
were in the hands of his countrymen, 


and 
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and to which he conſtantly appealed, 
theſe, we are tempted to imagine, were 
fuch powerful demonſtrations, as muſt 
haye conquered the moſt obdurate, and 
reclaimed the moſt abandoned; ſo as to 
have.-compelled the whole ſynagogue, 
the whole nation, at once, to an humble 
acknowledgment of ti of their redeemer. | 


| Tux diſputer of this world may aſk 

in triumph, © Was this life ſo holy, was 
* this doctrine ſo excellent, were theſe 
« miracles ſo ſtupendous, were theſe pro- 
« phecies ſo explicit, and was their ac- 
compliſhment ſo exaQ, when the, im- 
6 mediate effet of theſe was imperfect 
* and confined : when the Jewith, | nation 
: almoſt EY, concurred, in, reje Qing, 
r Wann en te; ek 
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Bur ſuch ſuſpicions _ be diflipated 
at once, when we ſeriouſly conſider. the 
real cauſes of this event. It is a ſubject, 
not of uſeleſs ſpeculation, but of high, 


and-.intimate concernment to all who 


name the name of Chriſt, And it ſhall 
be my purpoſe to illuſtrate and apply it, 
in ſuch a manner as may awaken the 
conſciences of thoſe who hear me, and 
recal their attention to the object of 
eſſential moment 19. rational and im- 
W ectnes,.,, ne rode 
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As to the cauſes, * of this obſti- 
nate infidelity of the Jews: - theſe. were 
no other than their ſupineneſs and ipat- 
tention, their pride, their prejudices, 


their corrupt affeQions, dhe eber 


| neſs and ſenſvality. __ 
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the {eriptures. The power of mitacles 
we find generally exerted by out Lord 
in fuch a manner as to invite the trial of 
the ingenuous, rather than to work irre- 
ibly upon the moſt obdurate: They 
might ſtrike the ſenſes, and excite afto- 
niſhment ; but before they could operate 
as a Peder of divine miſſion, ſome effort 
of reaſon was required, to weigh their 
nature and diſcern their tendency. Our 
Lord repeatedly appealed” both to the 
ſcriptures and to his works : an evident 
proof that neither the one nor the other 
wete received With due attention. To 
the” "ingetinous enquiter they wete evi- 
denee the moſt conviticing. "The" bare 
leſs "and" verſe ſuffered 10 violence. ce. 
Sueden "for the gracious piirpoſes of 
God, that ry were without excuſe. © 


d hen Preſudſces and paſſions 
ene in aid to that indolent indiffe- 


rence 
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rence which men too often diſcover to 
their moſt important intereſts, no won- 
der, if the ' unhappy effect was propor- 
tionally encreaſed. Bloody and eruel 
men expected a Meſſiah, who ſhould' 
enable them to tread down the Gen- 
tiles, and cut off thoſe whom they deem- 
ed equally enemies to God, and to their 
nation. How then could they receive 
that teacher, who ordained that they 
ſhould! © love their enemies 2” The covet- 
ous were” deceived by - their carnal ac- 
ceptation of ſuch prophecies as ſeemed 
to aſſure them of wealth and worldly 

advantages under their redeemer. But 
when this redeemer came, his doctrine 
was; . i rot up! for" gourſelben rregſures 
« 1 "earth ;” and, agreeably to this 
doctrine! he and his” diſciples" lived” in 
indigene - No won der | therefore that 
the covetous were prepoſſeſſed againſt 
woch W ha and ſo ſevere a diſ- 
bn cipline. 
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cipline. Proud and ambitious men ex- 
pecled a Meſſiah who ſhould march be- 
fore them, who ſhould lead them on to 
the victories and conqueſts of their fore- 
fathers. They beheld the meek and hum- 
ble Galilean with contempt. When he 
declared that his kingdom was not of this 
world; when he preached, Bugſſed are 
ili oor in ſpirit—bheſſed are they which 
Mer perſecution: far righteouſneſs fake ;” 
"theſe were: no precepts. fitted to prevail 
on ſuch tempers. Nor can we wonder 
that they were at once rejected, without 
the leaſt attention, or enquiry into their 
truth and authority. The learned of the 
nation were proud of their own wiſdom, 
ers. With the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs, 
they adhered to every particle of the ri-, 
tual; law ñ hay to their on wild, gloſſes 
and interpretations. To them inſtruc- 
tion, was inſolence i innovation, impious 
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and abominable : While far the greater 
part of this unhappy nation {if we may 
believe their own hiſtorian) were indiffe- 
rent to religion, contemners of their own 
law, abandoned to ſenſuality, immerſed 
in vice, turbulent and malicious, diſobe- 
dient and rebellious: and therefore na- 
turally enemies to the doctrine of piety 
and purity, of peace and love, of meek- 
neſs and ſubmiſſion. of | 


dada this 22 of characters 
which compoſed the Jewiſh nation. Re- 
flect on the well-known influence of 
thoſe paſſions and prepoſſeſſions with 
which they were actuated. Ye will no 
longer wonder that the wiſdom of our 
Lord was frequently addreſſed to reluc- 
tant ears, and obdurate hearts; and the 
atteſtations of his miſſion, neglected, or 
weighed in the balance of deceit: nay, 
that the brightneſs of the evidence pro- 
voked 
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voked thoſe who obſtinately reſiſted it : 
(for an obſtinate reſiſtance to the truth 
is the laſt, though not the rareſt, in- 
ſtance of human perverſeneſs) that his 
people abſurdly aſcribed the manifeſt 
operation of the Almighty to the prince 
oß darkneſs; and when they could not 
deny the power of the heavenly 'meſ- 
ſenger, endeavoured to deſtroy the per- 
ſon who was the object and memorial 
of his miracle. 

1 92 re 10 39115, Neil g aatenod 

-- SupposE that the ſacred tecords had 
given us a different. repreſentation of 
_ theſe things. Inſtead: of the rejection 
of the Meſſiah, inſtead of the tremen- 
dous puniſhment of thoſe, who. by 2 
ſolemn” imprecation made themfelves and 
their children obnoxious to his blood; 
inſtead of their miraculous ſeparation, 
which declared, and doth declare the 
glory of the High and Holy One, even 


unto 
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unto! the ends of the earth; ſuppoſe we 
had been aſſured that the whole : Jewiſh 
nation had unanimouſly concurred in 
acknowledging and accepting their re- 
deemer: would not the accurate ob- 
ſerver of human nature aſk with ſur- 
prize, were theſe people, of all the na- 
tions of the earth, a collection of diſ- 
paſſionate, candid, and ingenuous enqui- 
rers? were they alone totally devoid of 
the uſual diſpenſations of His mercies, 
operate with an irreſiſtible influence 
upon their minds ? Such queſtions would 
have been reaſonable and pertinent: 
and they who in the preſent caſe affect 
to diſcover: ſome ſuſpicious circumſtan- 
ces in the general rejection of our Lord, 
would have readily imputed it to an 
artful concert and conſpiracy, had he 
been generally accepted by his people. 
s * | | ©: 
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Or, ſhould it ſtill be urged, that the 
eaſes now mentioned are really inade- 
quate, and could not ha ve produced 
this obſtinate infidelity-; we might ap- 
peal to the hiſtory of mankind: we 
might ſhew, how the ſame cauſes: have 
ever oppoſed the moſt forcible mani- 
feſtations of the divine will; even from 
tze time that our firſt parents, but juſt 
iſuing from the hand of their creator, 
and favoured by immediate communĩca- 
tions of his will, preferred the allure- 
ments of the evil one, before tlie com- 
mands of their adorable protector and 
inſtructor- We might recal to view the 
perverſeneſs of their poſterity, their ſud- 
den and wilful rejection of the true God; 
the new world riſing from ihe deluge, de- 
fying this terrific ĩnſtance of divine wrath, 
abominable, idolatrous, inſenſible: the 
choſen people, amidſt their miraculous 
deliwerances, diſobedient and rebellious. 
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Ws might conſider the different pe- 
riods of the Chriſtian world; how ſoon 
and how: perverſely the paſſions and pre- 
judices of mankind oppoſed the bleſſad 
influence of the Goſpel, amidſt the 
brighteſt manifeſtations of its divinity : 
the, fatal effects of a blind ſubmiſſion to 
human authority, when the word of God, 
key open to the inspection of mankind 

opinions the moſt abſurd, practices the 
moſt corrupt, derived from hence, againſt 
the eleareſi light of evidence, and the 
N ampleſt means of conviction. i 31 bn 
Io d anal RH nf tint M VF 
ern er- preſent times, when 
with at their wiſtlom is ſtill 
ſounded in idur cars, and their works. ſtill 
manifeſted to the utmoſt degree of ra- 
tional cohxViction ;; yet we ſind men indo+ 
dened againſt /conviftioni y pride ad 
prejudice, happy to fix on ſome caſual 
Vo. II. 8 By difficulty 
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_propbſſeiions,/:amd even enraged at the 
pio 
volt Abinte d%, Oc % ο 
aid: mvit uffettitig: prodf of the pbwer 
M von habits; paffiorm, und Reh 
bene, in perverting the underſtanding 
ond her will, in vefiſbivg! the) brite 
gent basti [God grant, we may not 
find it in our n heurts wad wonaſciences | 
we profeſs faith in Chriſt Jeſus, we call 
n bis name, we attend dm bis erdi- 
nme, we have wired obediente to hie 
ichn, ol fer the meompence of 
Mn Non ch pooſuſſiomt, from 
n om ſuch engagement, from 
fol: hypes| nt wee chevigonſerpurnoes 
————— 
hy une ini af chriſtihn duty, poſ- 
ng 9 actuating 

wilaoiRib „II oder 


SERMON | XXIV. 359 
our whole conduct. There is no ether 
way of exprefiing our acoeptande of the 
meſſenger of ſalvation; no other way ef 
avoiding the guilt of rejecting the 
-brighteſt evidences,” of reſiſting the moſt 
affecting motives, of denying our re- 
- deemer, and treading under foot the Son 
of God. Should w then, in deſpite 40 
the gracious purpoſes of God, reſigu our- 
ſelves to the little intereſtũ and purſuits 
of this world, to the; corrupt enjoy ments, 
or the contemptille: turbulence of 'hy- 
man ſociety ; what is this, but a wilful . 
_ +vcjedtion-of+the, menns:vf . grace Should 
-we waſte, our days f trial in indolenoe, 
and ſenſtleſꝭ indiffenanne io the intereſts 
- and: obdurate; and hu ve we not god ted 
sche blood af the õ nent üs unkely 
ding Dre hond wr ball upon the Lard 
Jesus wink our ligs; chile ont hearts are 
ele angad su him, how is nr 
-guilediGercmt frum them, who,! in erbel 
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. then 1 nene "tho ſen- 
:hypacrite,- or tha nominal criſan, af 
(ſect to be; ſcandalized at this n 
- of thei! Jews The cauſes Wait 
 nacy::pperate} with i ſtill greater c force on 
their minda, ho profeſs to believe, and 

-yet are not inſſuen cal. 
= 6 gd ein E 467. 4 a 
Wntrusz, therefore, 6 confider | 
- caſe'vof theſe obſtinate Jews, who re- 
_ *J6Qed' their Meſſinh, or whether we ſe- 
comſider howy we have received this gra- 
deus meſſenger of ſalvation it ds of) che 
utmoſt moment to reflect, that Go; deals 
with mankind as with free and rational 
oreatures. Initherobedience of frer and 
W090 
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verninent, or, what is called in ſctip- 
tute, the kingdom of God. On this 
depends every thing that is deemed ami- 
able, or called: virtuous: in human con- 
duct. The revelations therefore of his 
will, tiowi clear ſoe ver, the manifeſtations 
of his power, however bright and evi- 
dent, and the motives to obedience, 
however weiglity and important, muſt 
ſtill be all reſiſtible: not phyſical im- 
preflions whoſe! actions and effects are 
neoeſſury, but moral and rational in- 
ducements; fitted to the dignity of a 
WN WP ING — alan 
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Tulr we are A le and hos 
direded; i is a proof of the moſt conſum- 
mate 'goodneſs, And creatures:endued 
with the power, fa voured with the moſt 
effectual means, and: ſupported : by the 
moſt; gracious affiſtances, for working 
* aut! their own ſalvation,” :muſt ſurely be 
| objects of the ſevereſt condemna EY 
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and "this cs fſtentiy with tho firiteſt 
juſtice; if they knowingly and wilfully 
grace. An infolent defiance of the gu- 
preme Being, which cannot be ſeriouſſy 
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Aae e and gracious pur- 
poſes of God be at all defeated ot im- 
paired by tke folly and wickedneſs of 
the creatures. | He makes their ,perverſe- 
_ ncſh+ the means of extending and diſ- 
playing his goodneſs and glory. In the 
caſe now before us, that obſtinacy with 
which the Jewiſh nation rejected their 
great Saviour ſerved but to diffuſe the 
plorious light of the Goſpel through all 
uges and nations; and contributed to 
eſtabliſh its truth by many powerful 
arguments, at well a by removing the 
ſuſpicion of artinde ot policy, which. 


might habe -betin:-entertained, if the | 
Das — 
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puniſhed with the mo am ſe- 
verity | * Brea f | anbetief ile were 
« Broker off; and 'thow' fande/} in faith. 
* high minded, but. fear. Fr 
« Cad ſpared not the natural branches, take 
« heed that he a pure nov 1hee.”. If the 
very choſen people of God, to: whom 
* fertatned ie adp, and the lm, and 
« the cournents, and the promjhs,” if" they 
brought down the weight of God's wrath 
vpon their difobedienes; ſhall the obſti- 
nate infide}, hall the hypoerite, ſhall the 
nominal -Chriſtian "eſcape; who profeſſes 
with coy mouth the Lord Jofas, wells his 
Neben wifey a 
yet, "with the "ſame inſonſibility,-'with 
thoſe ſame vicious paſſions and i difpofi- 
tions which wrought the deſtrudion of 
213 the 
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be Jews, hath, really © trodden unde 
foot the Son of God, and counted the 


% Blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
71 nnen WT. . 
S Slenobn en 7 i: 

* erfotirs = vices, wv the mi- 
ſeries of the antient world were. written 
for our examples. And as it would be 
the moſt ſhameful and fatal ſolly to 
deſpiſe ſuch important inſtruction, let us 
with reverence and attention liſten to 
thoſe awful warnings ; that we may 
not be 4 diſobedient and gain/aying peo- 
e chat no * ſpirit of fumber,” no 
gar that will not ſee,” not © ears that 
A wil} not hear, may make us remiſs and 
languid in the ©,race which ir ſet\before us,” 
that our faith may be eſtabliſhed beyond 
- the power of prejudice, and our practice 
pure, ſteady, reſolute, and perſevering: 
in deſpight of all the allurements of a 
world immerſed in vice and ſenſuality; 


e webe che to ſtand hefore 
any” 23 the 
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the Son of man, when, at his ſecond 
coming, he ſhall appear in power and 


majeſty to execute the fulneſs of wrath 


upon his enemies, and to reward his 
faithful ſervatits with an eternal crown 
of glory. | 
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 ProveERBs, chap. xxx1. verſe 30. 


Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain : 
| but the woman "048; nn the Bs, 


Tur to . now Waden 
apply ſeem to claim our particular at- 
tention... For it is but too obſervable, 
| that, of thoſe who attend on our publick 
that ſex to which the pride of man aſ- 
cribes 


x 
"7141 S ++ 
99 1 
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cribes an inferiority of underſtanding. 
But let it it not be imputed to any ſuch 
infenprity- that their minds are particu- 
larly ſuſceptible of religious impreſſions. 
Let us rather ſeek the cauſes of it, in 
their refinement, their nurture and edu- 
cation ; in their courſe of life, removed 
from the turbulence and diſtraction, the 
groſſer corruptions and defilements of 
the world; i in that retirement and com- 
poſure, which enable them to contem- 
plate the things 3 to „ 


and"diftinaly.” 


A . L 
K N A Ir by E * 


n cauſes — — "vg at. 
Gened, not diſhonourable either to their 
tempers. or underſtandings. But I mean 

not to engage in Tpeculation. I would 
but lay before you a plain and impor- 
tant truth, the precept of a woman to 
whom God had given an underſtanding 
heart, and which every woman ſhould 
conſider ſeriouſſy, and revolve” atten- 

4 tively. 
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_ tiveljo And that it may be uſefully 


;conlidered, it muſt be my part to lay 
before you the ſeveral particulars co 
in ſuch a manner, as may be edifying to 
thoſe who hear me; and who, I truſt, 
will not reject the word of exhortation, 
but receive it with that meekneſs and 
teverenee, which, by God's grace, will 
make it , prgfitable far currectun, and 
A naſtruct iam in righteouſneſs.” 
ind 03! 29954511004 ANA. raid: nee 
nr then, 5 Favour: ir deceitful,” 
ſaith the mother of king Lemucl, amd 
„ beauty it uin -A t the wain, pre- 
'carious,, periſhable. nature of beauty, it 
needs no proof or enfdrcement. It is 
the thenis of every. moraliſt, .and the ma- 
lancholy. refle&ion.of every obſerver. If 
:there; be thoſe, who; fre their hearts: ex- 
ulting in the pride df ro melineſe d unν 
form, it needs no efforts of this place to 
correct their vanity. If accident ſhould 
not 
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udt a aken them from their childiſh 
dream, the ſecret! lapſe of time muſt 
prove-their powerful monitor. On this 
ſubject then, it is little neceſſary to en- 
lage. But the deceatfolneſs of # 4] 
A 4 


„Jos 


„Noon 10 Dion 5100 n Jon Hi. 


Tun os, in N 
Ek ſcripture, is uſed to expreſs 


every thing amiable, engaging, and con- 


ciliating, In . appearance or deportment; 
every thing which conduces, to our 


Ang favour” in the fight of others, 
'>- gaining their upprobation;; affeRtion, 
| 2 reſpect. . 


ern al Gb a good undentand- 
-ing © 1166 grueth Hu n. chat God' gave 
Joſeph = f i the N of Fhorach;” 
and ut dur 'blefſed Lord grew up 1 

e ee e ar gauſy 
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Ir then ye woukd kao the means of 

appearing amiable and Engaging! in che 
fight of others 5 your own whctdions will 
ceadily- ſuggeſt hem. Ve know: ü 
what cure and ſcrupabus ſolicitude ye 
have; in your earliet 'pears, hem fomed 
of a patent, or the judicioe attention of 
a teacher. Conſider the und und purpoſi 
of che precepts ye ture reveived; ar 
the diſcipline in which ye haves been 
nainsd. Thef&'ye know, were aw e- 
bituate you to every thiwg pleaſing! and 
conciliating. Ye know too, that in order 
to be plending! inet temaliatingy ybur 
tuulitits and vino dilpofitions) Tour 
looks, pour i words;/ your: whole Bepert- 
ment, maſt diſplay! the: uwtarks ef purity, 
af neckneſs;' of  randovr and onder. 
cehſten; H A mind calm! and] οο]mſed, 
of a temper ſrrent and innocently! cb; 


ae . * 
bau tdhoſe 
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dence in yourſelves, and deference to 
dthera 3 of gratefully accepting, and free- 
0 ly: conferring. every mark of friendſhip 
and attention. There muſt be no out- 
ward. indications of any irregular or-diſ- 
ordered paiſion.. Petulance or levity 
muſt hot ſtrain or diſtort! the viſage. The 
Y glare of anger muſt not enflame the eye. 
The gloom of ſullennefs muſt not con- 
tac che brow. Proud looks, ſcornful 
words 2d, and | "645g muſt be al 
ſtudiouſiy avoided; = 
13510 1 Bd coo word s 7 ius 
| e w/the Seel * of an un- 
ſullied heart and amiable ſpirit conſti- 


tutei the oſſential part. at leaſt, of what 


is called grace or favour . Without them, 
| form; add —— — 


—— in6pid;ſometimes:di6 
taſteful; frequently neglected. They en- 


e they caſt ao glory 


round 


wo! J 
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round, even the uneomely, or the faded 
aſpect. They ſeize at once, not. only; 
on the approbation, but the affection gh 
every obſerver. Ori if, with more hans 
dual advances, they: ſteal imperesptibliñ 
into the heart, their domigion is poο,,ee 
ful ; for reaſon and reflection en 
| n they have made. 
> $9492%7 0) e1nodsl 3; olid q Ni ⁰οẽꝗ 
Yer this “ — agſions; Pre 
nounces to be | *--decenful.” Raten 
appearances, ye know, however fait and 
engaging, may yet be aſſumed ns a. diſ- 
guiſe. They are the ordiflary, but not 
the infallible indications of the minds 
They are, like our ſprech, the expreſſions 
of our thaughts and aſfeclions: but, like 
our ſpeech, they may not always be 
| ſincere. We may have lying looks, as ' 
well as a lying tongue. And whert the 
expreſſions) of: our looks' and deportment 
are- artificialo and affected, at ſome: un- 
guardeit) moment thry will- betray; their 
Vol. II. 1 inſincerity. 


27 SERMON xxv. 
iuſineerity. For uffectation of every kind 
ig bonſtrained and unnatural; and no- 
thing” Conſtrafnied and unnatural can be 
uniſormly ſupported; We may then 
norm our demeanour with the moſt ex- 
| quiſite addreſs, and with à caution the 
more accurate; as we are conſcious there 
is ſomething · id be concealed. Vet hy- 
poeriſy, while it labours to deceive others, 
and is: moſt aſſured of ſucceſs, proves 
oſtentimes its on deceiver. Its foulneſs 
| broaks through the the beſt compoſed diſ- 
guiſe Or, if not compleatly detected, 
it is frequently regarded with ſuſpicion; 
ads general obſervation, or perhaps our 
. aſſure us. 9 958 
St ee, 104 YE 3 139500 t 1600 
Aub * it be ee that we 
All ſhare in tlie infirmities and corruptions 
of humanity There is no character or 
4etper; however” aàamiable ot com mend - 
Able id general, but hath ſomething to 
Wisag! 13 N46 caſt 
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from mere worldly motives, we endea- 
vour to ſuppreſs what it would be diſ- 


graceful to betray, our endea vours will 


probably amount, not to reforming;' but 
concealing and diflembling, which (as 
hath been obſerved) is a precarious,” and 
op rd unſuceefsful rep ben 


TILT In 2812 3154 


On the 0 exteriour ba | 


not to depend for acceptance in the fight 


of man; much leſs for the approbation 


of the Great Sea arch xr of hearts ut 
behold!! we ſhew you A more excellent 
way! The text points out that principle 


'of conduct, which ſhould be deeply laid 
in every mind; and which every daugh- 


_ ter of man ſhould © duly cultivate, 'as 
her trueſt ornament; her effectual com- 
mendation, and unerring guide. The 


46 woman that Feareth the- Lord, /he Shall”. 
T 2 | « be ; 


caſt a"ſhade over its brighter qualities; 
ſome ſecret paſſion 67 propenſity, that 
requires correction and reſtraint. If then 


2359, SERMON NY. 
* Be:prayed.” n With God, the, hall find 
ook 
and of good report... P 
C ² qi bor om mit, 
26] aver ye ce already, informed that, 
by Al {ear f the: Lord,” we (are not 
to underſtand that ſervile and ſuperſti- 
tious terrour raiſed- by falſe conceptions 
of his nature, as implacable, incxorable, 
and extreme to mark what is done amiſs: 
but that awful reverence of his: adorable 
Perfectiona, which . diſpoſcs, us to. farve 
and obey him; which makes us careful 
ngt to oſfend our creator, gur protector, 
our tightegus judge, our merciful and 
Sracions father, giver of all we en- 
Joy, and all we hope for through Chriſt 
Aug. It is; this, fer 5 
Called & the begining of wiſdom: 
and, religious. conduct; which/ioflucnces 
A our aQions, controuls all ous; paſſions, 
RN RS TIONS wk and 
* 8 by C3 7, 
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aud discs us in thr paths of finterr- 
obediefie to all God's ]mmändthentsi 
NAA 2 Lab SUES H: 19 15999" 2rd? 
Hein then ye whb wouldpplariger 
ceptabies und lovely. Truſt got to if 
guiſt and deceit; to forinal [apptaranices 
or attfety compoſed demearour ! Let the 
this bleſſed foot alf every good nd 
Genuige humilith geatlenelb, paray;und 
bene volence, ſhall be its bleſſed frost. 
It | ſhall "compoſe the ſpirit : it thall 
brighten the pe — 2 
th A Hat iEngagingy in ift chat i Te 
ea Atfd irt vered “ ir / Mall gat 
rate Ht neltder time nf ascisent en 
iwpür; and iſtamp that dignity orie bery 
186" VF your Hve;- which no worldly 
teu en Ain: 
. ton. nid forfti 60” eee eee, 
256, Ko i Seh fue eur chdines sioh, 1 
; HU" pabeBa) Rin regen I tür elm 
your 
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n SR MON XV. 
vaur entention to; a point of eſpecial mo- 
ment. Fur Lam nom to ſhe-w you ho.] ¾ 
9 conduct, the fear 
eo ate Landi is d operate particularly 
in the bemele chen ders in what fruits it 
manifeſted aud how. tho, woman pro- 
felling] ta take, it fer ber guide, may 


in hegcheæart :; ad thRt ſhe hath wiſely 
gdoſatn ber ſecurd nn ſolid ground of 
rpms 11% the gight1; e an 
ment bsneld eli ed flach - pootfolovnd” 
ac N ii 41--5)044om65 fart 21 
ans then; leß engaged in the 
diſtancdinty ones, of e, would ſurely be 
uapandegahle;: w fre nee ener 
&bs fes af de me Ware ſnff 
end retirement in the dution pf. piety; 
in nxol ving th ſacred/ words wherein 3e 
have been nurtures; lin-gonſant and fer 
vent addrefſes to the throne: of grace; 
ang din all theyexerciſes; both pf publick | 


Aas prienter ada heir 
N | - buſineſs 


— 


In ſuch. Giroumſtances, imer brunn 
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buſineſi and engagements to excuſe their 
neglect of theſe duties: and though the 
excuſe be vain, ye are deprived even of 
this vain encuſe. Ne hu ve, full, leiſure 
and conſtant. oppottunitiea 0 preform = 
them. Nou tempes, if: not peryerted, = 

are particulatiy diſpoſad towards them 
There are cimumſtances and ſituntiens, 

in which! ye are ſometimes; placed, affect. 


mercyn and 4% implore an almighty prox 
tection, with-eſpecial zeal and fervenc). 


ſtanes indeed. of female; lifes, witlt Tuch 

diſpoſitions, vith ſuchi opportunitiega zbaf 

heart muſt be truly hardened, which datþ 

not turn. to the. giver of eyery good gift. 
| a:dclixartr in every, diffiealty, 


e Fro 
ent andigbe; r wh of thaſe who = 
& pwortivy 20 (gain a9 1odtiwr (bros, 1 

Sth 


Fu 44 


ing-andaydkeningsSneb as prompt you = 
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ſeeurely in ſocibtys ain retirement, armidſt 


1 SERMON XXV. 
ls concerns Qall-hve vaniſhed l the | 
- mvrfiing\cloudys 4577 24! lo, 2s 

10 4279 leb ate ov is Sd. otur > 
Ar iben ye, bb ally austed by the 
— Losd, let the exerciſes of de- 
Vvotion be your reguler and ſtated em- 
ployment, even from the tarly periods of 
vor lives. They halt thus beteme ha- 
vothiſorti j their daſſuence ſhall direct your 
Dointz out and vomitige ih- purify yout 
rurtii eralb ywur icon; guide you 


tin ſaducerens and diſtracitonb of 4 


eeildtef vamityp and in the moment of 


prey, hen the enemy may aifail 
n ide hagahn,õiuõ̃n od flap nod 


ain hoop. grove do buvig ait o u on 
e ,d e the nme se be condi 
_- Gjnſtiand ia ſonahle fear bft Lord ts 


att hümete Ip ſerviec, a ſofmal topetitich 


f words without meaning, or without a 


: - 
, Te © '2 F.! 
due 


$4 


due im preſſion: no, nor any painful ſub- 
miſſion, as to a gloomy and diſguſting 
taſk, undertaken with coldneſs and re- 
luctanoe, and perhaps, followed by diſſa- 
tisfa dlion and pee viſn diſcontent; by 
| acrimony, inſtead of complacency ; by 
mioroſeneſs, inſtead of graciouſneſs and 
afſection to all that ye approach. Chriſ- 
tian devotion is not known by ſuch 


fruits as . It is at one ani e 
3 ——— ne eee cour- | 


teſy, and peace. When ye experience 


_ cloſets or your churches, chearful and ſe- 
rene, with hearts overflowing with WE, 
hignity and goodneſs, conſtions of the 
Slortous engagements ye have fulfilled; 
und the glorious influences they ſhould 
- Pt6dticry then tiky ye be aſſurtd that 
yout: feat of the Lord is a” resſohable, 
0 effective principle, deeply 
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fork” bleſed 'efibQs. from Your erereftes 
of devotion ; when ye go forth from your 
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impreſſed, wiſely directed, and mighty in 
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Bur I am further to omits A 
this great reigning principle muſt influ- 
once your conduct towards thoſe. with 
whom ye are connected, in the: different 
cireumſtances and relations in which pro- 
ons in which a female may be placed. 
Firſt, then, I am to addreſs: myſelf to 
thoſe who are yet under the amchen uf 
parents or guardians. And ſurely their 
inexperience ought to make daes v. 
| _ nhieplave: to admonition. S n 
l ie ni nobsvo ene! (fer n 
T Tar; of W neil 
— — 
_ ann with that reverence end afleo- 
=: 4 A 
bse een i 0 
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Ainenleate. Every thing, of froward- 
 nefa-is..dubly. odious in the dapghter; 
ſot it appears a: violence to the ,nagural 


diſpoſition of her ſex : and i it is a return 
peculiarly;wngrateful to that tenderneſs 


and-ſalicitude, which, every. parent | feels 
for every child; but which is felt with 
eſpecial. force, for,a child, of the, weaker 

ſex, the child whigh, , 5 moſt 
eee $38 PIII IE, 
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ſame, principle wilh dire you to he gen- 


te; meek, complacent. not eaſily offend- 
ed ox;proyoked, not ſelfiſh, enyious, or 
aesant ;. poaffegted. by little. ſepſcleſs 
Jegloyſies-;and competitions, * * Jorbearing 


[Hz 078; Another. Hitt „= honour. preferring 
ane anot In one word, it will 


perpetually hk you, that the woſont 


— oo W oh in which 
ener 


d e mper 4 | 
| eee your ag 


"OM directed; 


284 8 E R M GN Xv. 
directed; and this by exact Uiſtipline: 
They who” have #ithority "over" you, 
are to teach and enforte it: Yotr part 
is Obedience. And althbvgh" your weak- | 
cr reaſdi” may fivt always diſtefn the 
purpoſe” of thoſe injutitions' ye receive, 
yet ye are not to reject them. Proba- 
bi they are wiſe" und ſalutary S cer- 
'taitily wer proceed from an affectionate 
regard and anxiety for youf welfare. 
Receive inſtruction meekly : practiſe 
What Js enjöined arefully. Think not 
to recommend yourſelves to mat by 
defpinng the duties" of your prefect ſta. 
tion: and y nöt that you Rand in 
ave of yott” heavenly father, If your 
acht Ns have not thekr Cares te. 
paid” by by obedience, , "fevitents, And af. 
det M. now wee eee ee 
Zn Nesg $111 364} hq dam eesti 
d though" ie Se nöt ende büffnet, 
GP his Place to rembiibnd/” Jer it Y6th 
5 50 condemn aty raſbiiable ütterktöß td 


| $EKR MON WV. 28g 
thaſe accompliſhmeptts:(2s they are called) 
which.contribute-to! the grace and loveli- 
neſs" of that character you are nœ²ẽ] ta 
form They may filb up the intervals 
of diſengagement innocently, ſo as to 
reſitain your thoughts from dangerous 
eneurſions, and ta exclude thoſe: temp- 
tations which might ſurpriae you in the 
moment of vacancy. At the fame time, 
they may ſerve to bring forward your 
eſſential good qualities, and recommend 
them to a; favourable regard. They are 
not therefore raſhly to be condemned, 
until they engage your whole time and 
worldly pleaſure, and make you forget 
the valuable and ennobled -purpoſes of 
your. preſent period-. hen: Atme dt 
een eee e een t hit tis 
Bom I:ſhall foppos you mom ative 
aire concord piewaibeat? os 
miſio | | duty 
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important. Here again, the fear of the 
Lord will be your ſure direaor. It will 
inſtruct you to form the connexion of 
ſuch vaſt importance wiſely and delibe- 
ately ; not from ſordid motives, not from 
paſſion, untutored and undutiful, the re- 
ſult of obſtinacy and folly; and the ſource 
of future miſery. It will preſent the ſo- 
lemn matrimonial vow perpetually” to 
your view. . It will teach you not only 
fidelity and purity, and that dignified 
reſerve: which ſuits the unſullied matron, 
but all; thoſe nameleſs, and numberleſs 
attentions, which beſpeak an affection 
of the tendereſt kind, to the object of 
your tendereſt affection. It wills teach 
you, with what cordial warmth ye are 
to conſult the intereſts of your part- 
ner to ſtudy his diſpoſitions / to n- 
ſdrm toi his temper ; to labout to dor 
red. where ye cannot conform $510\con- 
wb | Rs 
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ciliate, to aſſiſt, to comfort, Ad in ma- 
ny caſes, let me add, to direct and guide 
him; to guide him, but with that meek 
and gentle ſpirit in which fabmiſſion 
appears to be predominant; and which 
evidently conſults his advantage, his ho- 
nour, his eaſe; and ſatisfaction, with the 
affectionate and prudent ſolicitude of a 
woman who openeth * her mouth will 
v 20;/dom,” and with © the law. ; A565 | 
* * * in "Tn a. 7th HY ie 
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To the aha; it will ſoften ITT 

ther's cares. It will enliven her paren- 

tal affeQions: and direct and ſupport 

her in the diſcharge of her parental du- 

ties. She who fearcth} the Lord, will 

find her ſure comfort in that ſtation to 

which his providence hath - conſigned 
her. The care of her offspring ſhall be 

her glory and her joy. She will not | 

8 account it her felicity to glitter in the | 

Sey bifeles of the frivolous and *. 

. She 
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' She: will deſpiſe the vanity of that un- 


rehef. And God, to whife ſervice ſhe 
is dedicated, 


ſatisfying coutſe of pleaſure, as it is 


ü raſſed and diſtracted. She will retire 


from" it, with impatience, to her da- 
meſlic engagement, and enjoy the full 
delight: af forming the pledges of ber 
Hath the all- ruling providener for her 


will not, ſhe is affured, 
forſake the child taught to look up 


to his protection. Ste will thus through 


bife, as: far as human viciſſitudes may 


admit, experience à heart- felt ſatisfac- 


tion from her preſent maternal care: 


ud ds! fear ofi:the. Lord | will place 


her in the happieſt and moſt honour- 


'ablgiGtuation of a female; that of the 


Aminbir parent of an amiable ofEpring. | 


30 ir e ene ee een en 
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ee. ee 
whow. it is n Se will bere::lew 
before: the throne of grace, and cheriſn 
all thoſe pious thoughts, and all thoſe 
religious ſentiments, which ſupport her 
in affliction. She knows, and will ac- 
knowledge, that it is the Lord who gave, 
and the Lord who hath taken away; and 
given graciouſly; or taken ſuddenly, to 
wean . ee n this world. ., 


4 TJ 1 
4 
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o ould, the. be viſited with the 
ſorrows of widowhood ; the hath in ber 
own. breaſt, the remedy, for. this, as well 
as every. other  ſorrow,! The great: re- 
ligious, principle. vhich wo. fuppoſe to 
be predominant in ber mind. Wal be 
her ſhield, and her defence. Should ſhe. 
of life, ſhe hath been habituated to look 
on theſe, with que indiffetence ;/and feels 
Vol, Hl. * na 
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no pain in withdrawing from their allure- 
fortune ſhall we call it In every juſt 
and gracious diſpenſation of providence, 
be poſſeſſes her-fiite comfort, and looks 
up ſteadily to her direction. Her afflic- 
tion ſhe will be enabled to ſoothe and 


to ſupport: her retirement ſhe will be 


ee e She will not with- 
| OE wat — 
ber leiſure, if providence hath given her 
beilure, in ſearching/ into the föults and 


'failingsiof thoſe Aroulid ber, in liſten- 


ing to the tale of flander, or ſpteading 
the eſfuſſons or felly dt malighjty- No: 
nor will; ſhe be enuved by 'thoft'Fri- 
volous umüſtmente, which" ill up the 
dreadful vacancies ef am untutored mind. 
Whatever may be her moderate” com- 

plianice; or conformity with cuſtom, her 
 reabigleaſures” "all" be e of behe- 
On * volefnce 


* — — N . 
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hath hleſſed her with the means. And 
with an caſe and complacency of dif- 
poſition, the ſureſt mark of a heut 
well formed and regulated, ſhe will 


look forward to that day when God 


ſhall wipe away ber tears, and reward 
r e eee e 


05 e nen ob 


— Ore it is, tha in khteveniof thats 


Ae e may be placed, and what- 


ever changes ye may experience in this 
mortal life, the fear; of the Lord will 
form the amiable, as well as the var 


: luable character. She whoſe mind is 


deeply impreſſed with this ineſtimable 


principle, . ail be: pruiſad, ſhall com- 


mand ireſpeQ;: and be beheld with ap- 
probation ; for ſhe hath, from the [firſt 
dawn: of reaſon, through every ſucced - 
ing period, been accuſtomed to think on 


choſe things which are lou an 


1 „Ober may 1 


hot 9 | for . 
Lag 


_ deemed: reputable and honourable to 
Poor Her. In this your ſblitary ſtate, re- 
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for” acceptance on the ſemblance of 
thoſe good qualities with which her 
mind is ſtored; but they ſhall expe- 
mence the deceitfulneſs of favour. Or 


if the blindneſs of the creature ſhould 
bo ever ſo effectually deceived, or ever 
Ao inſenſible to what is truly gracious 


and praiſe-worthy, yet he Who looketh 


down from Heaven, and laugheth to 
Iron the vain, the frivolous and cor- 
rupt; he who hath no reſpect to the 
fair exteriour, (for he ſeeth" not as man 
ſeeth) ſhall accept: the faithful follower 
of his wil and word, however neglect- 


* it 2} irn 
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muſt need be, that many among yon 


all paſs their days, diſengaged from 
thoſe connexions which are generally 


member, * alſo diſengaged 
10! LN from 


\ 
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from many of the cares and anxieties of 
life. The Apoſtle Paul hath an obſerva- 
tion immediately applicable to you, though 
intended for the new convert, in the 
afflicted and perſecuted ſtate of the church. 
« "The ' unmarried / woman,” ſaith be, 
« careth for the things of the Lord, that 
« ſhe may be holy' in body and fpirit 
that is, ſhe hath full leiſure and opportu- 
nity to cultivate the principles of reli- 
gion, and to habituate herſelf to the per- 
formance of all religious duties, without 
avocation or interruption, ſeparated as it 
were, to God's ſervice. - Conſider then; 
and let the fear of the Lord be the reigu- 
ing and direQing principle of your lives. 
You will then put to ſilence that vulgar 
malignity, which charges you with envy 
harmonized; and your lips ſpeak right 
things. Your ſtate will have the honour 
which cometh from God; the reſpect and 
reverence due to a chearful ſubmiſſion to 
345 | Bis 
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his will, anda: diligent attention to his 
ſerviec. The conſciduſneſs of his fa vour 
will enliven your retired hour. His gra- 
—_ebusi{pirit will comfort the | decline of 
life, when health! and vigour and beauty 
have ſbætrayed their vanity. The faſhion 
uf this World paſſeth away. And when 
it hath compleatly paſſed, when all its 
_ glittering and captivating objects ſhall 
neſs and goodneſa only remain ſirm and 
ſubſtantial;! then ſhall the righteous judge 
of all the earth pronounce bis glorious 
ſontenee on the good and — fer- 
vant! 2:1; > 3 10k 26 33 1698 ad 101 bis 
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Han let pour thoughts and affections 
fix-imimovecably ; and the plain ſummary 
of duty nom preſented to y 2 not 
bedighuly or ſcomfully regarded. It 
eth anau to paid the days of your * 
pilgrimaze- with ſatisfaction with appro- 


; . 
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the eye of man, accepted by unerring 
wiſdom. It teacheth you to elevate your 
hearts, and to extend your views beyond 
this world and all its fla ttering appen- 
dages; to pierce forward, with a ſtead- 
faſt faith, and joyful hope, to that bleſſed 
inheritance for which you were created 
and redeemed: in the fervour and gaiety 
of youth, to walk circumſpectly, leſt ye 
ſhould fall from the hope of your calling; 
in your more confirmed years, to labour 
diligently to approve yourſelves, both to 
God and man; and in your days of de- 
cline and infirmity, to look to your ap- 
proaching change: and through the whole 
progreſs of your preſent life, to be blame- _ 
leſs and harmleſs, like the redeemed of 
the Lord, and heirs of his ſalvation, who 
by patient continuance in well doing, 
| ſeek for glory and honour and immor- 
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266 SERMON xxv. 

Gos grant that the hearts and thoughts 
of all among us may cleave ſteadily to 
the hope of our calling; that we may 
een it, and that we may 
finally obtain it theough Chriſt Jeſus! 5 
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| IP at Sr. Annas, DusLIx. 


r Coxtxrn. chap. xi. part of verſe 8. 


— Every woman, that prajeth or pru- 
ee, ith ter bead anconred, dj 
 noureth her head. © 


Tusk words appear, to us at leaſt, 
as part of thoſe things, © hard to be un- 
« derſtood, which Saint Peter declares 
are found in the writings of his fellow 
labourer. And T have purpoſely choſen 
them 4 ground-work of "this diſ- 
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| courſe, that 1 a ain pan: to an an 
that ye may be accuſtomed to ſtudy the 
holy ſcriptures,” with) diligence and care; 
not difcouraged by any apparent obſcu- 
rity, but labouting in the mine of ſacred 
knowledge, and earneſt for that treaſure 
of inſtruction which abounds in every 
part of it. And as I ſhall detain you, 
by the explanation of theſe words, no 
longer than I conceive may be neceſſary 
for edification, I have the better reaſon 
to exped that ye will be collected, and 
hear me with attention, and the meek- 
neſs wherewith the word ne 
asl 18 en agar eh. HEAH 

Te apolile i is -opuſing; Hugs exrours 
Which had found way into the religious 
aſenblies of Corinth, and particularly 
ſome irreverent bohaviour of their wo- 
men, when praying or prophelying. The 


meaning 


i uh 


. 1 
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meaning of which latter expeeion muſh, 
. * firſt In ae 


E 04 LIVES ye "ry in its p- 
ry ſignification, is equivalent to: fore- 
ee God hath decreed, and his 
Spirit revealed. But as the apoſtle, 
through this whole chapter, ſpeaks of the 
ordinary courſe of publick worſhip, not 
of the: Exerciſe of preternatural gifts, it 
muſt be obſerved that 10 propheſy,” 
- means alfo to teach, to interpret, or ex- 
plain. In this ſenſe God declareth uvnto 
| Moſes,'-*: Aaron fhall be: thy prophet a- 
that is, be ſhall explain thy commands 
to Pharach and his people. And in this 
ſenſe Saint Paul obſerves that / that 
< proihefieth; ſpeaketh unte men, to edifica- 
% 7rong| exhortation;; and comfurr. But 
as women are expreſily commanded to 
eq ſilence in tit churches {and as it 
is Laid to be 4 lane for women . 70 


Wy SA 25 | 3 ” 


have ſeparated thoſe for the ſervice, who 
ſhould . propheſy 'with harpr, "with pſa 


and did 
chaunted wins praiſes and adorations, 
| aided and enlivened by: theſe. inftruments 


— , tua. gay ws 


200 SERMON XXVI. 
ea; that is, to aſſume the ſuperi- 
our office of teaching in the church, we 
muſt look for a third ſignification of this 
word. And in ſeveral parts of ſtripture 
we find 3. prophecy” means nothing more 


than a ſolemn and enlivened act of praiſe 


and adoration. Thus David is ſaid to 


teries, and un cymbals.” Thus, the 
company of the prophets came down; 
men 
'. propheſy,” that is, they 


of muſick ; while Saul caught the flame 


of thoir heavenly rapture; and by a ſud- 


den impulſe joined in their devotions, 
. bahoag tf: : 2 VietTtgao 21G BHOEGW 75 ; 


Tus we are enabled to explain the 


iſt part of Saint Pauls eee 


e Every 
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« Every woman that prayeth or propheſieth,” 
that is, every woman who takethi part in 
the publick devotions of the church, who 
uniteth with her fellow-chriſtians in ſup- 
plication and prayer, petitioning for mer- 
cy with due humiliation, adoring with 
reverence, and uttering the praiſe of the 
„ ce with ardour FRO affection. r 


e now we are to conſider the real 


import of thus praying and nee 
* 2 the nr 60 > 


* 


1 
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reaſon and civility prevail, there are ſome . 
outward marks, ſomething in the garb 
to denote not only the difference of ſexes, 
but the qualities by which each ſhould 
be” diſtinguiſhed; © Thus, the uncovered. 

head in man, whatever may be its ſigni- 
fication in theſe” countries, was at Co- 
ninth conſidered as à mark of his natu- 


en _ - 
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; 


302 SERMON VI 


ral dignity and ſuperiotity. The veiled 
head in woman was the token of her 
the celebration of heathen rites, in which 
women aſſiſted with locks diſheyelled, 
and- faces expoſed, with marks even of 
fury and fanaticiſm, ſeems to have been 
imitated by the Corinthians, and to have 
emboldened their women to attend the 
Chriſtian rites, in an extravagance. of 
fervdut, and without the uſual marks of 
reſerve and modeſty; This practice the 
Apoſtle condemns, as indecent and offen- 
five, and as even affecting a manlike ap- 
pearances or, As: be, expreſſes it, being 
all ane, as if ile woman were ſhaven” 
chat is, having her hair cut and faſhjon- 
ed like a man, He declares llt he N ho 
thus dixeſis herſelf of the reſorve natu- 
ral to her ſex; and attendeth the religious 
aſſemblies, not zin the garb of modeſty 
and ſubmiſſion, but uff her head unc 
* wered,  dihonoureth. her | heal," that is, A 


| : : 
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her huſband, ſaid to be- the head f the | 
«wife; or if the do not ſtand in this 
relation, diſhonoureth her own perſon, 
by appearing reproachful and difguſting 
in'the'ſight of others, The Apoftle pro- 
reeds yet further, and again remitids his 
female converts of the ſubordination ' in 
which they ate placed. For this cauſe,” 
Haith he,“ ought the woman to have power 
pen "her heal, that is her veil, the 
token of that power to which the is 
ſubject; and this not only that the may 
appear gracious to her fellow-chtiſtians, 
but becauſe of the angels, ” thoſe inviſi- 

ble witneſſes of her demeanour, (for this 
ems the moſt natural interpretation) 
Who, the is taught, are preſent 1 in all 
| religious aſſemblies, a and pedale s of her 
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| Pak men h# whole of t the 24 ele, 8 
8 obſeryation with reſpect to the woman 
Who prayeth or propheſieth; that is, 


who 
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304 S ERMON XXVI. 


who joins in publick worſhip, and takes 
her part in the devotions of the faith- 
ful, and it amounts to a ſevere, | 
of every appearance in garb _; de- 
meanour, inconſiſtent with the reſerve 
natural to her ſex; and an earneſt ex- 
hortation to preſerve every mark of mo- 
deſty and humility in the adjuſtment 
and decoration of her perſon. And the 


chriſtian woman will take the Apoſtle's 
in its utmoſt extent; not as bind- 


ing only while ſhe is engaged in publick 
worſhip, but on all occaſions, and in all 
her intercourſe, duly conſidering the ſanc- 
tity of her profeſſion, and the influence 
' which her publick acts of praiſe and ado- 
ration ſhould have on every action, in 
every moment of her life, on every part 
of her deportment, and every Aenne, 
which may meet the eyes of thoſe in 
whoſe fight ſhe is FR 10 pro- 
. N honeſt. | Dr Hon 


 # Spd" at #5 Shaw ode 


And 
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Ute thus it appears that the obſerva- 

tion in the text, though perhaps ſlightly 
regarded as of little import and concern 
in preſent times, conveys. an important 
„ eee ee — 
ſhould lay-ſcriouſly to heart. 

0 tan * 211 Hit p en dur 
Tus extravagande and vanity 
male attire have, in all times, been the 
ſubjeQ of ſevete in vective. But it is not 
my puipoſe to ech6' fuch ſeverity; or to 
indulge in ſuch cenſure as mighr be im 
puted to envy and malignity. 
therefore be obſerved,” that the preetp̃t of 

Saint Faul is not now to be interpreted 
literally, as if every woman, in every 
Place were to appear with —_— 
-ofincyeily A yell may not, Waun 
place, he the mark of thoſe virtues wich 
e 
the:Apoſtle declares that women ſhould 
Al dorm themſelvesz not- With broidebed hair, 
1 beer pearls; or coſtly apparel, but 
1 il. 3X2 0 with 
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wich good works, ſhould: we conſider it 
a0 rigid-probibition of every thing be- 
 youd the neceſſary demands of nature. 
tous to acquire the ornament of good 
works, than any outward: decoration : 
juſt as Cod ĩs ſaid to ag amrcy- and 
* ſaargicr, not that he abfolately 
condemned thoſe ſactifices which he him- 
ſelf appointed ; but hat be regarded 
labile than any ontwand performances. 
And thus we are nd 1 i mot 
du fir mu, ingires aon \rarth,” 
bat % u for powfooes treafures: an 
uu: not that we a to renounoe 
All rattention to ibe things ef this life, 
finitely greater value, and of canfchquenece 
ab d with:greater ſoleitade 
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W _ even extend our conceſſians 
derate — —— 7 


not neceſſarily adminiſter to pride mung 


nity, or any immoral: purpoſe; that we 


are all permitted to: uſe the things of 
this world, only as not abuſing them; 


that without any aſſected ſingulatity, 


farm to innocent cuſtom ; that neatneſs 
of female e attixe is even not far from a 
moral virtue, 86 it is in- ſome ſort an 
indication of inward purity; and an ex- 


Preſſion of reſpect and : deference .-tv 


others. It may alſo be allowed that 


different ſtations and conditions, diffe- 


life, may be. marked by a difference in 
dhe ontwasd appearance. In one word, 


n rtrligian is not meat or drink, ſo 


Idither is itgapparel. It doth not ner 


ehe ee en areata Grdidap 
Paarance : hat may gw. in that boſom, 


noi?! 2 
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Which is delicately habited, and diſplay 
ite good works through that fumptuouf- 
aſs of attire, Which may be raſhly con- 
demned as; the pomp and: vanity of the 
world, although not unſvitsble to cer 
| tain Nations or occaſions, 19y (2 995 
ach zu nad ton en“ anche ids 
Ap now after ſo much freedom of 
donseſſion, it cannot be deemied ſeverity, 
chat ye are erhorted to confider what 
reſerve, with weſpect to appearance and 
apparel, ye.arc taught from Saint Pauft 
injunction to the | Corinthian' women. 
Ve, aa well ad they, are called to er. er. 
S — 
proſtrating yourſilves before” the thröne 
grace, aul in the very form of the 


; glotious: name. To pon 8 
title r ſervation: + 


, 
: 


the 3 calf.” IN 


and deſign; to anſwer wicked purpoſes, | 
the guilt no doubt would then be of the 


SERMON n 3y 
ſervation of Saint Paul is riaty ap- 


plicable. Ve ate ſeriouſly to conſider 
the reſerve ſuited to your ſex, to your 


chriſtian ' profeſſion, to thy duties and 


: 
d [4 51 N 
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Sex it then be obſerved,” in the firſt 
place, and let not thoſe who hear me 
de offended at the obſervation, that every 
thing f in outward appearance and apparel 
which indicates a light and wanton mind; 


which paſſes the ſtrict and ſober bounds 


of ſcrupulous modeſty; which tends in 


any degree to enſnare or entice ; which 
attempts to deceive by any falſe and 


artificial ſemblance of comelineſs; all 
this is utterly inconſiſtent with the pur 
rity of your chriſtian vocation. Could 
we ſuppoſe that any -ſuck” particular 
modes were aſſumed with premeditation 


blackeft kind” And although the ect 
r ſhould 
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ſhould not be produced, yet this could 
_ Never leſſen the heinouſneſs of the in- 
tention. But it is ſaid (and I truſt often 
times, with truth) that from thoſe ſuſ- 
picious appearances too frequently aſ- 
ſumed, we are not to infer any very cri- 
minal intention: that at the worſt, they 
| Indicate no more than female vanity, 
and a heedleſs. compliance with faſhion 
or example. But it is to little purpoſe 
to alledge that nothing very criminal is 
intended, where an obvious occaſion for 
ſuppoſing it is careleſsly afforded. - We 
are to abſtain not only from actual 
- guilt, but from all appearance of evil. 
And if ſuch appearances be exhibited | 
138, a reaſonable and charitable obſerver 
hay miſtake for the reality—let us not 
ſpeak ſeverely, —let us but entreat that 
ſuch appearances be changed. They 
cannot be excuſed by cuſtom or exam- 
5 -Ple-. We are not to follow a multitude 
d do eee * opt only 


bla? when 
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When it is actually intended. but where | 
purſued with: levity and inattention. I 
do not enter into a detail of partieu- 
lars. I would not provoke the ſeorn 
af the light and vain; I would not gra- 
tify the oenſorious, nor oſſend the de- 
licacy of many who bear me, who. are 
ſuperiour to the follies of their ſet; and 
reclaim againſt thoſe faſhions, and adjuſt- 
ments of the perſon, which, inſtead of 
pleaſing and , recommending, - nt: 00 
often diſgraceful and diſguſting. 


- Again; that woman ſteps beyond the 
-bounds of female reſerve and modeſty, 
whoſa cloathing- is too gorgeons far her 
this caſo ſhe ĩs betrayed nat unly into in- 
decent preſumption, but actual injuſties. 
If ſhe bea wife, it is injurious to ber 
_ -huſband, 'whoſe-ſubſtance is unrsaſonably 


Ps and laviſhly miſapplied. If ſbe be g mo- 
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ther, it is injurious to her children; for 
beſides the wrong done to their worldly 
_ Intereſts, the example is pernicious. The 
ed her to vie wih her ſuperiouts, will 
be caught by her miſguided offpting. 
intoxicate their weakneſs, and pant in 
impatient and fretful in their preſent 

and limited; and utterly; unqualified: for 
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after called. 


. 
: 1 teh dvons- 
ed with the rant cannot think that 
garb "modeſt or moderate which. is pur- 
chaſed, if ng f poſitive in juſtice, yet, 
. e charity and loving- 
* eee eee 
Kemp mo cent of her -bene- 
. eee eee 
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in cold and nakedneſs. I do not mean 
that what is expended on things pleaſ- 
ing or ornamental, 'is always immorally | 
applied, and ſhould" always be diverted 
to charitable purpoſes. Such ' extrava- 
gant and unreaſonable rigour is not the 
morality of the goſpel. It is the exceſs 
that is blameable; the extremity that 
we ſhould avoid. And in the matter 
now before us, it is that coftlineſs of 
outward ſhew wich hardens the heart 
naturally ſuſceptible & ef humane A8 
tions, which exhauſts all the ſources of 
| benevolence; which prevents us from 
applying any thing to charitable pur- 
poſes; at leaſt from applying that por- 
tion of our good things which” fuelr pur- 
poſes juſtly claim it is ſuch extrava- 
gance, 1 ſay, that reaſon and religion 
neceſſarily condemn. is ten 
niz cddus ut nN nh qamot en 
Bur your hearts may not accuſe you 
ee een deſign, or of vain oſten- 
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tation, or of unjuſt exceſs in the deco- 
mation of the perſon ; yet there is ano- 
ther. caution to be duly. weighed and 
regarded. Tho attire, and mode of dreſs 
cannot. be innocent, or ſuited to female 

reſerve, which engages, an unreaſonable 
Portion of time; that time which was 
entruſted for better purpoſes, and is not 

properly. our own. It is by no means 
eaſy, I confeſs, to lay down certain rules 
about the preciſe; time to be beſtowed on 
Particular purpoſes; how much is to be 
_ given to the ſetious duties of life; how 
much to amuſement and relaxation; how 

; much to the ornament of the perſon; | 
and at What preciſe moment ſuch indul- 
gences become criminal. eee 
Impoſſible, to determine in ſuch ma 
For others; but it is not vo) 
mino for ourſelves. We know! our own 


"Nations, duties, cares, and avocations ; 
that there is a time due to: the eultiva- 
ion of our minds, to the ſervioe of 

6 God, 


noise? 


- 


tha — — 


ſeverity ity to declare againſt ſuch a courſe 
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the care of thoſe with whom we are 


connected, to all the ſerious and mo- 


ſent into this world. And if there be 


a time alſo for preparing to appear gra- 


cious and acceptable in the eyes of 
others, we know that this muſt not 
break in upon the portion neceſſary t 
our important concerns. The rule is ob- 


ſuſſer themſelves to be recalled to a 


moment's ſerious reflection, cannot but 
diſcern the heinous abuſe of that time, 
-which is divided between a long- pro- 
traced- adjuſtment of their perſon, and 
ths diphiy of their alottce: dliguate and 
magnificence in ſocieties of the gay and 


ſplendid.” It is no gloomy rigour and 


bene "pi tho plaineſt 


{i  » diQates 
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diQutes. fun and ae en 


duties of e ant * . ati! 
04% an nne Re 01902 2 
Os rule more ae 


ute wil not think unneceſſary or rigo- 
us. It is this; that in attire and appa- 
rel, ſtrict regard is to be paid to chat time 
of life to which ye are arrived · Advanced 
years cannot even 2 
cye of man, but when attended with 
a: ſuitable reſerve and modeſty 1 
pearance. When they aſſume that flip- 
= exteriour, and -thit-gaiety-ofpdeco- = 
n Which cuſtom hath indulged 1 
= young, they defeat their. on pur. 
pole. They are received with! fcorn in- 
ſtead of approbation; with c — 4 
2 e dere for - 


Pres > for: ons 4 
dhe ſonſpn of refle Sion ich colledidd 
adbougbt. They obſtinateß Weit! me 


| tai | 5 Ke * 


| apparent, that they have paſſed: the gid- 
dy period of life, and that they have not 
_ provided. for ripening years, for they have 
not ſought and ſtudied the ornaments of 
| recur to idle vanities, and frivolous, and 
even ridiculous diſtinctions, in order to 
* 6:30 Vine Hott" 
asl. WN 25 v9 of ba 
Sog are the cautions neceſſary to be 
| obſeryed; and ſo. far, at leaſt, are ye 
bound by the ſanctity of your Chriſtian 
_ .profeiſion./ At this moment ye unite 
Vith your fellow-chriſtians. in prayer and 
f raiſe. If it bo not merely à lip-ſerviee, 
engelefly undertaken, and immediately 
Widnes from; your thoughts, it will ma- 
d influence in every patt af 
And when your out- 
| Corn red ee N 
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minded and even aſſiſted to- cultivate 
and by providing things honeſt, that is, 
honourable and praiſe- worthy, in the 
ſight of all men, ye become the inſtruc- 


tors and eamples bees in all god- 
e, He Let Ba US1 
N Re 164.&T 4: 1 : C3 p £ $46 34 


Bor een that exhortations 
ae vanity of apparel ſhould not be 
directed to one ſex only: for that men 
are ſometimes equally vain and fantaſti- 
cehnl, in this particular. If ſo, let mo add 
that they are much mote contemptible 
and criminal: for they affe to be the more 
enlightened and exalted creatures, and to 
be engaged by more important objects. 
I vonld therefore entreat them to confi- 
der, if there be any of thoſe ſtudiers of 
| a eee ee -=4 who liften 
to diſcourſes here delivered, I would en- 
ö rn Lay, to conſider mat what 
een "44 | 
bahnim | . SHOES them i 7 
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them is ſhame and abomination. If they 
can deſcend to the vanity" of outward 
n 55 n e 
ene of ſabfiance or of time; 
be unſuited to their flate, condition, or 
period of liſe, they are not merely def 
rid and hideous meanneſs, they -puirfue 
thoſe diſtinctions which are a diſgrace to 
ed, to conſider the dignity of their na- 
ture, nen of their 
e tt bes {$10.21 
ee 99 ul ub 8. 19? 19! q * 

AA, that —— fmt. 
8 divert the reaſonable creature 
-from the meancit of -/ worldly vanities! 
That any; effort-; ſhould be required io 
point the redeemed of the Lord to the 
objects worthy of his calling! Vouth, 
eee 1 proſpotity may claim their 
IDE wire indulgences, 


\ 
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 Indulgences ; and the. gifts of Providence 
may be frivolouſly abuſed, and ſhame- 
folly miſapplied:--But the day will come, 
and is not far from any one among us, 
when they who have forſaken their guide, 
end miſpent their years idly and unpro- 
fitably;-who have neglected to improve 
how naked and deformed they ſhall ſtand 


beſore the judgment ſeat, to render an 


#ecount of their lives and oocupations in 
a his world: and when they who have 
+ preſerved. a dus indifference: to all the 
| Hinering objds rn, hun- 
and parſuitsiof: hoſe around thein, have 
udied, in the Hirſt place to be holy. 
and religious, fervent in prayer, rich in 
, good! works, cloathed with the “ white 
mai of undefiled purity (d nde 


„ eee * righteouſneſs: 
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* ryphteouſueſe of the Sinti, the. wed- 
| Sling garment,” ſhall experienee the 
ineſtimable advantages of thus improving 
their time and talents; ſhall know that 
this is © the adorning of the hidden man of 
&« the heart,” and that this © 17 in the fight 
* of God id great price.” 


Gos grant that we may all duly con- 
ſider the momentous purpoſes for which 
we were created.and redeemed ! that we 
may ſeriouſly attend to them, and effec- 
tually purſue them; knowing that the _ 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away; and 
that its vanities and follies ſhall be ſpee- 
dily forgotten, when the body ſhall be 
inveſted with honour and immortality, | 
in its true ſplendour and graciouſneſs 
and dignity, above the meanneſs of 
worldly pride, and the wretchedneſs of 31 
e ornament and glitter, 


Vol. II. MOT Y IO Tur 
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Trar' we ma 4 aſpire, and finally at- 
tain, to this ſtäte of dignity and glory, 
God of his infinite mercy. grant, for 
the * N Chriſt Jeſus our Lord Amen! 
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BSER VATIONS o F wis kind may 
des be permitted to engage our 
attention. They are rather excluded. 
+88-rueful.intruders,; that would break in 
upon our pleaſures; and caſt. » gloom. 
over thoſe. gay, ſcenes which, our hopes 
or Te e ai to the imagina- 
tien. B "I they may diſpleaſe 
\ «i „„ 
5 ; 5 


a 


«tet 


— 
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pies of reaſon and religion. 
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at firſt view, yet are they highly ſalu- 
tary; and if we ſometimes conſent to 


* 


entertain them, they will prove not ſo 


* * 
indeed find them enemies to our real 
happineſs. | | ; 

| Y n mer WER 47 N '>®, 


SV. 
on the expreſſions of the text, that by 


„ the heart ;” we are to underſtand the 
thoughts, affeQions and delight: and 


that being int e of nut, im- 
l 1 © FF A 7% © * 1 . i 7 
9 r 11 „1 f Lene. 29. 


plies a conſtant application of all theſe, 


to the purſuit of worldly galety, as their 


"firſt and principal object; a fized at- 
tchsketit to che ſeats of Iport and di- 


Apation, as " their” natural and proper 


ſons art whom the preacher ptondunces 
to de ; not merely de veid of un- 
derſtanding, but wilfully and obſtinately 
Harderied againſt the plaineſt and dleureſt 
A0 f 


with 
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Vith a ſadden glance of thought we 
run through. the -- courſe. of thoſe years 

_ ourſelves e in "thi bene 
ſentenoe! ol bas * 184 - l vil 
Lud en 03 Dobnem mod! — 2 — 
lx our youth, the el of worldly 
joy ftrike our fancies with all the en- 
. paging powers of novelty. Hope; is thus 
lively and vigorous, and rposefſi at 
gun 40: run ts: 2277 ol, pleaſure- 
Serious and momentous thoughts are too 
cgſten drincn away: with, indignation; 2 
At only fot thoſe days in Which we 
. " Jhall' de hate id plegſure in Alem. 
As we advance in yam, the habit, of - 
diſſipstion is thus rengthenrd, ang. he- 
comes 1d powerful, enn for the; dif- 
appointebents, the  laticty, : the remorſe 
"and flf-candemnation which. we. mult 
 have-iexpienienced in 4: life of heedlefs 
bien And thus, even in the e 


nollulo - | : wk 
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mit) of that age which ſhould wear the 
Gown ef Wiſdom, we find the man of 
dlſengagement ſubſtituting the moſt fri- 
voleus inventions of idlenefs: and va 
caney, in the place of | thoſe a 
livelier fancy, and more glowing paſ- 
ſions, once Sent II to his pur- 


uit“ 1 2511001 345 o 7 190 21 
BY oft 1 Ane = 110 Din vor. 
Wars 1 knew and ſce that our 
days are” thus froquently 'ſufſeredito;! paſs 
away; When wo mark the lives of thoſe 

bo erijoy their good things without 
Pai and labour, and find them entirely 
devoted to "vanity #nd'! pleaſure; con- 
cealed under tho"difpviſe-of ſocal and 
mee intercourſs;, of elegant! ond B- 
Peral amuſement; When we. oonſider 
that un imitsten of their; follies often 
*conflitutes' the huppinéſs of their infe- 
Tiowrs ; and thüt ere are very fc who | 
have not ſome favourite gratification on 


Which their hearts are fixed; to the en- 
n 2 | cluſion 


4 
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cluſion of worthier and more important 
objects; when a love of pleaſure ap- 
pears to be the charaReriſtic'of out time; 
when we are placed in ſuch :ſcenes-as 
ing this paſſion; when temptation, ex- 
ample, and vitious ſolicitation are ever 
ready to inflame it; when no time or 
circumſtances can repreſs it; When even 
the ſeaſons appointed for retirement and 


recollection are waſted in an obſtinate 


and diſgraceful indulgence of it; then 
ſurely it becomes the miniſters of God's 
word to rouſe men to à ſenſe of their 
danger, and to recal their attention to 


r. e e e Str 


3011 l Io G03 Sit 9019 1 2 
e eee a8 we now' are, 
in the preſence of our Heavenly Father 
and Maſter; in this the hour of our ſe- 
riouſneſs* and religious exerciſe, let us 
not refuſe. our attention to ſuch conſi- 
WO may convince us of the un- 
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ares unworthineſs of this 
lie of continued pleaſure. Some of 
_ thaſe I ſhall now lay befote you. And 
the more eſſectually to obviate objec» 
dein, and to t f. ruples „ chall, in 
che ſecond; place, offer ſome rules and 
_ maxims: by which we may examine our 
1 Judge whether thoſe 
dulged, Fl N or innocent: oft 


47! 


80 HRdo na u 


Fax fuſt of e 2 >" wongh 
8 of. ide greateſt conſequence, yet doth not 
quite a minute or a refined detail. We 
need but refloct, and the proofs of the 
unreaſonableneſo of: this life. of pleaſure 
are at once ſuggeſted to us. I ſpeak not 
of: faeh. brutal pleaſures, as the dignity 
of this place, and even worldly. deoeney 
forbids us to doſeribe 23 but of thoſe 
which, in themſelves, are generally ac- 
 ehuntcd-.innocent,' which .they-who hear 

me ae . chat they 


| Glen | ba vo 
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haye ſhared. largely ; but which, what- 
ever they may be in themſelves, at leaſt 
are; highly criminal in their exceſs, or 
cinumſtances, and highly unworthy of 
being the principal occupation of rea- 


Wan, oreatures and ee. 


24. pad 


So! 


of life, whoſe hearts are fixed on. che Joys 


of mirth ; who have .yiclded, or are in 
| danger. of yielding, to the indolence of 


amuſement, or the tumultuous buſtle 


of gaiety and _ diffipation,. turn Vour 

thoughts inward; conſider what you are, 
Where you are placed, and for what pur- 
poſes. Vou are made «2 bith _Jower 


« than, the angels ;" endued with exalted 


facultics;., formed to reaſon, to_refleQ, | 
to. extend your views and ſtretch your 


thoughts to every. ſublime and affeQing 
ſpeculation. | Surrounded. with, t thoſe ob- 
leds of .magnificence and beauty which 
nature forces on our attention; placed 


in 


% 'Ye, then „ whoſe Emaginatians are vo- 
lentiy affected with the pleaſurable 1 ſcenes 
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in this world, as in ſome auguſt temple, 
where every thing conſpires to excite 
ave” and "veneration to the divinity; 
and Whete man is as the appointed 
prieſtꝭ to offer the ſueriſioe of praiſe and 
thankſgiving'for "the great . uf 
the Lord: linked to your fellow- 
creatul res by © the bes "a inftina and 
no and areatly : Bite with them 
Fats 4 esch, nh ſubſiſts and flou- 

Files by fricndly*intercouile' and mutual 
a 8. Here the app vineſs of your- 
Yes Ad 6 your Eds is intruſted to 
y your e por More exalted Aations, 
7 ye may "Have the arduous tam 
of Hariog 1 in the direction of the pr public | 
| intereſts. In a more retired : and pies 
Ma its may be involved f in the care 


raft guts tion of © family,” But Wwhat- 
IN dhe Rec ye may be 


Evth ye 
6 Apes 1 0 8 $66 16 Ved and 
Alke e ho e e nd . 

refed! Büt hath his duties and labour 


A nini 16 no 400 wot YJUs 
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er de tte ot himſelf aud bs de 
pendants. 7, mul big: 1549, enen 
2; 3H; „age de os eee vinommey S. 
01 Exauxug then eee and 
ſay; whit wefare to pronounce, Iwill mot 
ſay upon dis temper; but upon his ſtate 
of mind and underſtanding, who iniſuch 
circumſtances abandons himſelf to levity 
and amuſement. What part doth he act 
in the ſociety of mankind; who confiders 
it as avaſt ocean of | pleaſure into which 
he is ſent to take his paſtime? Who 
witk talents ſo exalted, in a ſcene of ſuch 
magnificence, in a ſtation of ſuch various 
duties and important engagements, turns 
his eyes from theſe affecting objects, and 
confities his thoughts and deſires to thoſe 
which, as a relaxation perhaps may be 
ſometimes pardonable; but when once 
made the chief employment of his days, 
degrade him from the honour and dignity 
of his nature, and diſappoint the ends 


for whith © God created him 1 his own 
Ye * mage” 


J— , 
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img and , after lr likthefs 2: We 
cannot even regard him with. the pity 
commonly granted to infatuation. He is 
an horrid and an odious ſpectacle: who 
while his fellow-creatures are all buſy in 
their ſeveral tations,” working together 
for the general good, and diligently: ful- 
_ Wing the good pleaſure of their Creator; 
deſerts the cauſe by which he is ſupported 
in his folly ; folds his arms in à ſelfiſh 
in ſenſibility to thoſe around him, with 
equal difregard to his great benefactor, 
the author of his heing;] and aoſigns him- 


ee vo Fs 3 cath | 230 5 21 
alben f- neh valle af our days "7 
. the duties 
ef humanity, much leſs can it correſpond 
with me woakneſs/aind een our 
mortal ſtate. Boge 501 t 22 mis 25679 6 
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Mirms and without us, and on every 
ſide, we find thoſe affecting and alarming 
objects, which, if we be not abſolutely 
loſt to reaſon, muſt recal us to ſerionſ- 
neſa and ſolemn attention; muſt give us 
ſport, nor trifling gaiety, no, not the idle 
elegancies and refinements of ſocial plea- 
TEN were made for creatures ſuch as we 
ane Hos. ul 916 : 
Das noize wed oy Fo: ASE EE Ns 
Fon ien only in the excellencies, 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
-vigorous, is yet confined in its operations; 
ſubject io obſcurity and perplexity. Nor 
is that ſmall portion of knowledge grant- 
ed to our preſent ſtate to be at all a- 
quired without painful recollection; con- 
ſtant and laborious: reſearches. Our in- 
ward corruption and depravity, the tur- 
| bulence of paſſion, the piercing ſenſe of 
je | guilt, 


$ 
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guilt, the dreadful. apptchenſions of judg- 
ment which the leaſt interval of reflection 
miſes in us: theſe are ſtill mote alarming 
and humiliating. If we ſurvey: our bo- 
dies, they are infirm: ſubject to pain and 
malady: ready to diſſolve by the flighteſt 
Aàsccident, when God ſo pleaſes: the prey 
of numberleſs calamities from which no 
worldly advantages can defend us. Theſe 
advantages, again, are flecting and pre- 


curious, tempered by mortifications and 


diſappointments, /: expoſed to viciſſitudes 
and ſevere reverſes. And can a creature 
thus weak and corrupted, thus diſtem- 
; pered both in ſoul and body, waſte the 
few days here allotted to him, in a wan- 
ton courſe of inſenſibility; or diſpel 
and loſe, in a hurry of Aw chens that 
reflection which ſhould find the remedy 
for his diſtreſſes? If he hath not himſelf 
ces: the more afflicting calamities 
erf his mortal ſtate; he is at leaſt a 
{conſtant witneſs of a hee cries. - 
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Pain and miſery are ever wädüäntie piero- 
ing. And woe to the inconſiderate ſpirit, 
and the hardened heart, which ſuffers 


them to be drowned in the tumult of 
-worldly joy! He may proceed in his 
wanton courſe, though pain and decay 

and infirmity may have come upon fim, 
though poverty and contempt may have 
viſited him. Vet the moment is at hand, 
when all his deluſions muſt at once va- 
niſh; when the gay ſcene ſhall cloſe in 
.darkneſs z and death ſnatch him from his 


trivial enjoyments to render à terrible 
account of en which dd; * 
a och mid tron avat bly 
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conduct of ſuch perſons, in a way: Ril 
more alarming. I mean, with refpeQ to bay 
their Chtiſtian profeſſion; : Imagine to 


yourſel ves one of thoſe votaries of worldly 


er 33 | = wa 


wy STR No n 


8 e d b the wretched | objects 


Which we: call the elegincies and refine- 
_ -aidas a weak, frail; and mortal) crea- 


ture, we: ſec: that his engagements: are 


_ baſe ant ſenſeleſs. But this is not the 


worſt. He: is n creature, highly favour- 


ad and diſtinguiſhed by his Creator. Reſ- 
eued from! miſery: by: moſt ſtupendous dif- 
_  praſationsandiordained 46 glory and im- 

 -noigetality;;i'Vor him anll for his ſalvati- 
on, did the ſom of God empty himiſolf of 
| that glory which be enjoyed before all 


Worlds, take upot him the form of A ſor-· | 
_ vant; and become ſubject to the miſeries 


e Lamb 


of Ininjanity.} For him was 


at happineſs The word of truth les 
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nat Wer hig did ho holy one t = 
__ cxridtpHeaven, pour oht bis ſpirit; ſpread | 
the glad ridings of the Goſpel, and pro- 
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undderſtanding, is fubſtieuted in the place 


of the moſt important duties af wligions- 


the proper, the natural buſineſs of our 


Bre. 1 not this folly and n 


in the ſtricteſt and ſeyerdit ſeuſe Miet- 


dul God! when our hearts ate thus n 
eſtranged e Form thee,” what Thall eee üb, 
: "when. thou rilelt pl And When. cou | 
"viliteſt, © e we ater dee? 
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+ ready mY {aMſt Him. The inheritance 
laid up for him, is not to be obtained buʒt 
by conſtancy, 'Uiligerice, and vigllauee; 
by ſübduing and 'controuling his corrupt | 
affectibns; by increaſing and improvitig 
in habits of godlineſs and goedneg 
Andi yet thieſe ſtupendous objects cant - 
ell GE his attention from the vileſt-f 
 WoHdly tries "Dvery frvoloue entice- 
ment is of gteater influence than the ſute 
"and certain hope of 'cyerlaſting life ; un, 
"every vahity, Every diſgrace to reaſvn a,ꝭ 


* 
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War, then! do 


doth our profeſſion ut- 


: Ada us from all the pleaſurable 
interbourſe of this world? To lead a 


- Chriſtian life, tad wn hut out; the voice 
ee from our dwellings, that voice 
Which is ſaid to be in the dwellings of 
7855 tie righteous,” as its native reſidence ? 
Alt wight be caſy to prove that re- 
ligion pure and holy as it is, allows the 


800d things ; were we not much . readicr 
to abandon ourſelves to that which is for- 
bidden, than to refrain n. e is 


1 
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2 "Chrifian liberty. will the better be un- 


#. — 


. derſtood, by attending to a few rules and 


maxims, (which. I lam to offer in the ſe- 
- cond place). by: which we. way examine 
our o]n hearts, and judge whether the 
| wor pipe we are purſuing be in- 


--/nocent, or criminal. | 
a | a % 4 | 1 - 
| - "Tasss 
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Tuxsx rules might be collected from 
"kat hath been already offered; but. to 

_ enforce them more particularly It is, in 
the firſt, place, obvious that if our = 
ſures and gratifications be attended with 
any. direct violation of. God's by. they 


fence... or. "pollintion.. 5 Thus, ; c 


which raise diſordered paſſions in, the 
ming ; ſocieties of exceſs and intempe- 
»2ancs, [where the, magneſs of  mirth, is 
.gutragroys and brutal ; converſations, of 
 impprity or profanoneſs,, of envy, malice, 
and uncharitableneſs; Tr amuſements (if 
we may ſo call them) of fraud and covet- 
+ ouſneſs, in which, by horrid means, too 'V 
_ known, wen he. in wait to ſpoil 
1.theix, eigh vr, gg, are betrayed,, by a 
thirſt of nolowful ; 8%, to deſtroy their 
og, fortunes ;, theſe and. ſuch. like, arc. 
_plajply ipdefenſ "Fa 0 And. would to God 
e wen 89, Nad ene Rr UN s rule * 
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cr conduct, as we are 3 
Tho" Work id weelhidtenen ! ee Jer, 
e wes Examined we das 
"Uiiles;> und Had tat the gravificitions, in 
Wicht We indulge, are by no Maris of 
"Mis" eino Rate. Herein, my bre- 
dhten, we hade nothing mbre to plead 
but that we Have hot 4udacioülfly defied 
de nutbortty of God's law, Ad opery 
rehdunced 6vt vocatibn. Alt! wr are 
milf unprotttable Tetvants.” Before we 
Tpeak peace to ont its, let ui cramine 
if fufther. Do Gt” pteufüfes, though 
fas not ditecity *Eritnltidl! in them 
mes Uigaze A" Wnlldetabll" pottion of 
"Vir Mycl, ör Lontiinit the 1 5 Part 
” of tb Tens, 16? Gd of 
— ve habe Alesch 80 no 
eilcufhftafbe or Rthiatibn, "But 
492 ati 2—.— ak dt ich ge. 
e the uh fte Ittelition. If the 
N * Ne 
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pleaſures. of our youth be ſuffered to 
break in upon that ſtrict diſcipline. which 
is the peculiar buſineſs of youth; if they 
be ſuhſtituted i in the place of moral and 
| intelleQual improvement ; if theſe be to- 
tally forgotten, in the giddy courſe of 
diſſipation, can we call our pleaſures i i 
nocent ? * can we regard them with i in- 
dulgence ? If, as we advance. in life 
and are qagaged i in ſociety, we are, ſo far 
allured by gay ſeenes of mirth, as ig for- 
get the attention due to to our ſerious bot 


Ives 


Pations and profeſſions ; to ohr duties to 
God and man: If. thoſe who \ are. engaged 
in the direction of a family are tempted 
by the invitation of vain pleaſures to ne- 
glect the nurture and inſtruction of weir 
offspring: if 2 commit the great taſk 
of forming their igfant years, (a taſſ of 
Hob ee delight) e PIR 

Se. e the; WG ang corrupt, that 
5 "nh NaN. ran ſu! r NH venities wie | 
tust n en vis eren M.-Y 
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greater LY (And let thoſe who by 
their ſex and tation : are particularly en- 
gaged i in ſuch important duties, lay them 
ſeriouſly to heart, and reflect with hor- 
Tour upon the guilt of being themſelves 
the firſt corrupters of their children, by 
dazaling their infant imaginations with 
827 follies, and poſſeſſing them with a 
Tove of thoſe ſcenes of pleaſure which 
are their own "Thame.)——lIf, f I fay, in 
theſe or or any ſuch like caſes, our worldly 


1 * 1 1 


enjoyments are made the ſole or princi- 
pal buſineſs of thoſe days which God be- 
Rows for purpoſes of ſo much greater 


Boge! 


moment, 'we need no further proof to 


"condemn them, as hi ghly c offenliye 3 in his 
7 ht. 20 £10: 5911 Fri oy AR LEFT Fi 2 
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* Bor th ugh w 7 cal) pleafurcs n may not 
25 Je 5 N us off entirely from 
7 — in ate, mil they e are neither tale nor 
a nt when they have fo far prevailed | 
PI our hearts as to give us a reluctance 
and 
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and a diſtaſte to theſe duties. When 
we feel an impatience to return from our 
ſerious engagements to thoſe "bf: gaiety 
and amuſement, and when we-cannot 


reſume them, but with vexation and re- 


gret: in a word, when the love of plea- 
ſure hath become ſo predominant, that 
we can think or ſpeak of nothing but 
its frivolous purſuits : Then it is but too 
plain that, (in the emphatick werds of 
the prophet) we * have ſet up our idols 
in 0ur hearts,” eſtranged ourſelves from 
our reaſonable ſervice,” debaſed ourſelves 


below the rank in which God hath placed 
us; that we are ſhamefully inſenſible to 


the value of thoſe habits of virtue and 
religion ſo eſſential to our preſent and our 
future happineſs; that we have exchanged 
our everlaſting birthright for the meaneſt 
of worldly trifles. Mere our treaſure 


„jc, there will our hearts *be alſo.* And 
where our hearts appear to be engaged, 


there muſt we ſuppoſe our treaſures 
DIV DHS! placed. 
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placed. And wor to that wretched. crea- 
Promiſe of immortal glory, if once his 
thoughts and deſires be enſlaved hy the 
vaineſt objects of a world of vanity ! 


And many of thoſe who. hear me, may 
at this moment have an opportunity of 
proving themſelves whether they be in 
danger of falling into this ſtate of fla very. 
They have reſorted to God's publick ſer- 
ſelves before the Throne of Grace, juſt 
no engaged in the gay ſcenes of worldly 
pleaſure, and as it were awaking from 
their intoxicating influence? Aue their 
minds and memories ſtill ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with the objects juſt now diſplay- 
their devotions „Or do they divert, their 
attention from the word of ſerious ex- 
-hodtation 7. .) An they impatient to be 

lg | | 3 relie ved 
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relieved from the tediouſneſs of the 


ſpeaker, and to return to the alluring 
vanities to which. they have been habi- 
tuated ? Are theſe the ſuhjects of their 
converſation? Do they ſpeak of the 
pleaſurable ſocieties, in which they were 
engaged, or of thoſe, for which they are 
preparing, while yet they are ſcarcely 
departed from God's temple. If fo, 
they, may be aſſured of their danger: 
and that they have made a dreadful ap- 
proach, to the character given by Saint 
Paul, of * lovers. of Meaſure mare thas 
iert Cod: for ſuch he deſcribes, 
as % hquing 4 form, of, godlineſs, but de- 

8 . the power Heres” 


Is our 1 may be in ter 
ſelvcs innocent, with. reſpect to us; 
may be moderate in the uſe of ne 
_ they may. not break in upon our ſerigus 
concerns; they may not have ſubdued 
| | and egila ved our hearts :—ſtill, however, 


they 
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they may be highly criminal, if they be 
the means of betraying our neighbour 
into fin” o illuſtrate this maxim, let 
us apply” it to a caſe, which, it is to be 
wiſhed, were not ſo common; that of 
the diverſion, or pleaſure, (if it be plea- 
ſure) known by the name of gaming. 
A perſon may fay, I have an abſolute 
command of myſelf: I look on good 
and bad ſucceſs with equal indifference; 

and the abundance of my good things is 
1 ſufficient for what is thus conſumed, as 
well as for the demands of benevolence 
and charity Wet it be ſuppoſed, (what 
yet I dare not grant) that in ſuch a caſe, 
this diverſion is innocent with reſpect 
to us. But hath our neighbour' the ſame 
command of his paſſions? Do wie per- 
ceive no turbulent emotions ariſing in 
his mind? No envious anxiety, no hor- 
rid triumph, no tage of diſappointment 
kindliog in his viſage ? No nn 5 — 
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execrations burſting from his lips? Doth 
his fortune alſo admit of this wanton 
hazard? Or can it furniſh the ſame ſu- 
perfluities? To ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe doth Chriſtian charity demand 2 
ſtrict attention. For we are not to look 
only to our own things, but every man 
alſo to the things of others. And i in vain 
do we conſole ourſelves, that our cir- 
cumſtances may admit of ſome indul- 
gence; that we do not laviſh our good 
things to our own inquietude, to our 
own torture, to our own ruin: when 
we are inſenſible to the comforts, the 
intereſts, and the happineſs of thoſe 
around us: when we practiſe upon the 
ſhame, the pride or weakneſs of our 
neighbour: when, either wantonly or 
inconſiderately, we ſeduce him to trifle 
with his moſt important concerns; to 
deſtroy his peace, his conſequence, the 
welfare of his family, the property of 
| his if depending; the ſubſiſtence of his 
little 
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little ones, or that of an honeſt creditor, 
who lives but by. punQuality, and to 
whom delay may be deſtruction. Were 
the votarics of worldly pleaſure, to, have 
all the affecting conſequences of their 
vain purſuits diſcovered to their view, 
and fairly preſented, with all their me- 
lancholy train of evils; they would 
ſhrink. with horrour ; they would abomi- 
nate themſelves. They would find, with 
aſtoniſhment, that a faſhionable life is 
really a life of odiouſneſs and foulneſs ; 
corrupt and baſe, as well as fooliſh and 


Bur if ſome, indulgence muſt, be al- 
lowed. to certain circumſtances, to ſtation 
or condition, to vacancy and weakneſs, 
to the, impoſlibility of employing every 
moment of our, time on ſerious and im- 
portant objects; let me at leaſt obſerve, 
in the laſt place, that in all worldly. gra- 
| Hficagjons regard is to be. paid. to. times, 


ſeaſons 
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ſeaſons and occaſions: and that a plea- 
ſure, However innocent in itſelf, may 
become highly criminal by its citcum- 
ſtancts. There are certain portions of our 
days, in which the world ſhould have no 
part: certain feaſons, which ſhould be 
devoted to God. The amuſements, 
which ät other times might be allowed, 
muſt, in theſe, be utterly excluded. To 
your own reflections I leave it to ſupply 
many things which might be e on 
this head. 
10 Abb now, my brethren, we have feen 
the folly of an irregular or extravagant 
purfeit of worldly gaiety and pleaſure ; 
and in "What particular cafes our purſuit 
is irregular or extravagant. Lay "theſe 
things ſetibüſfy to heart: Baniſn all the 
"pleafutes directly tepugnant to God's law, 
"or indirect dangerdus or inerpedient: 
and Mill refigion leaveth us füffeient to 
cee our pteſent ftate. The g60d 
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man's pleaſures are the purer and more 
lively, as they are not interrupted by 
dreadful intervals of vexation and re- 


motſe. While the vitious and the ſen- 
ſual torture their i invention for, the means 
of allayiog their feyeriſh thirſt of plea- 
LS the teſtimony of a good conſcience 
| him to find in in all the 
= that ſurround him. N 
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ien ur of the .. the riſing plants 
that adorn his ground, are ſufficient to 
fill his mind with chearfulneſs and com- 
placency. The hour of private friendly 
intercourſe, the indulgence, of conjugal 
or parental affection, inſpire "wa with: a 
delight, compared with qich, 'the,gay- 
. eſt enjoyments of the idle and. diſſipated 
ate inſipid and diſguſting... But it is 
ſtom religion he derives ren bee, 
as never fail to reward thoſe who ſee 
e Not * Wool gratifications. # 
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| ſenſe, not the moſt exquiſite delights of 
the moſt exquiſitely refined imagination, 
not all the exultation of worldly honour 
and ſucceſs, ; can equal. the ſmalleſt part 
of that tranſcendent joy infuſed into 
the ſoul of the faithful Chriſtian, when 
he reflects, that to the utmoſt of his 
power, with ſincere, however infirm, 
endeavours, he hath diſcharged his duty 
to God and man; when he looks up, 
with ſtedfaſt hope, to that glory which 
ſhall be revealed: and with an humble, 
but well-founded confidence, can ſay to 
himſelf, that the great God, amidſt 
his glory and perfections, hears him, be- 
holds him, ſupports, directs and com- 
forts him; graciouſly accepts, and will 
reward his finely. | 


; NS . worthy of us: : 


; Theſe are enjoyments of which religion 


invites us to partake.— And may that 
Joy, Boſe "I tranſ] ports which the 
World 
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| defire 1 them com- 
g 2 In "the Hind) und cotifumitate , 
ohnen of these, 0 Lord God! the 
the "tits happiheſs of us, 


